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Chap. I. The Explication of the Doctrine. In j T 
Chap. Il. The Pleaſure of being Religious, 
Frrov d fromthe Nature of true Religion, and 
Chap. III. The Pleaſantneſs of Religion prove 
ed, from the Proviſion that is made for the 
cCmjfort of thoſe that are Religious, aud 
Chap. IV. The Dotirine further prov'd by Ex- 


Chap. V. The Doctrine illuſtrated by the Si- 


Chap. VI. The Dofrine vindicated from what 
Chap. VII. The Application of the Doctrine. 


'DRov. iii. 17. Her Ways are Ways of Plea» 
4 ſantneſs, and all ber Paths are Peace, 
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many particular Inſtances fit. 27 


rhe Privileges they are entitled to. 52 


3 


perience. 


militude us d in the Text, of a pleaſant Way 
or Journey. Bs 


may be objected againſt it. 98 
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Fo the Rraprn. 


HA Diſliudion which the learned 
CESS . Dr. Henry More inſiſis ſo mach up- 
on, in his E eee, of the Grand 
2: Myſtery of Goclineſs, between the 
622M Animal Life and the Divine Life, is 
DE certainly of great uſe to lead us into 


KR DWEARCDTRNSDSW ©. 


ie Underſtanding of that Myſtery, What was the 


Fall and Apoſtacy of Man, and what is ſtill bis 


Sin and Miſery, but the Soul's Revolt from the 
Divine Life, and giving up itſelf wholly to the Ani. 
mal Life? And what was the Deſign of our Ne- 

deemer, but to recover us to the Divine and Spiri- 
' tual Life again by the Influences of his Grace? 
And to mir 
Religion is all Spiritual and Divine, while all other 


is Goſpel has a direct Tendency; His 
Religions ſavoar of the Animal Life. Chriſtianity 


 (/aith he) is that Period of the Wiſdom and Pro- 
vidence of God, wherein the Animal Life is re- 


markably inſulted, and triumphed over by the Di- 


vine. Book 2. Chap 7. Aud ſo far, and no farther, 
are we Chriſtians indeed, as this Revolution is 


Tag about in our Souls. 


e Conflid is between theſe two: Nothing draws 


more forcibly than Pleaſure : In order, therefore, to 
e ee of the Intereſts of the Divine Life 


others, I have here endeavour d, as 
that the 
Flee 


ir myſelf an 
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To the ReaDeR, 


Pleaſures of the Divine Life are #»/peakably better, 
and more deſerving than thoſe of the Animal Life : 
Were People convinced of this, we ſhould gain our 


The Subſtance of this was preach'd laſt Year in 


81x Sermons, in the ordinary Courſe of my Mini- 
ſtry, among many other Reaſons why we ſhould be 
Religious ; I was then ſollicited to make it Publick, 
and now take this Opportunity to prepare it for the 
Preſs, when, through the 


good Hand of my God 
upon me, I bave finiſhed my Fifth Volume of Ex- 


poſitions, before I go about the Sixth. And here- 
in, I confeſs, I indulge an Iuclination of my own; 
for this Doctrine of the Pleaſantneſs of Religion 
is what I have long had a particular Kindneſs for, 
and taken all Occaſions to mention. Tet I would 
not thus far have gtatify'd either my Friends Re- 
gueſt, or my own Inclination, if I had not thought, 
that by the Bleſſing of God, it might be of ſome Ser- 


vice to the Common Intereſt of Chriſts Kingdom, 


and the Common Salvation of Precious Souls, 


May 31. 1 
* NM. H. 


| Lately Publiſhed, ard Sold by E. Matthews, 


(Elf Conſideration neceſſary to Self-Preſervation : Or, 
The Folly of deſpiſing our own Souls, and our on 


Ways. 


| Sober-mindedneſs preſs'd upon Young People. The 
Second Edition, Both by the late Reverend Mr. Henry. 
The Family- Inſtructor, by way of Dialogue, In 3 
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PRO Y; Mt 49, 
Her Ways are Mays of Pleaſantneſt, 


EYES 3: in Scripture, and particularly in this 
= Book of the Proverbs, repreſented, 
and fo recommended to us under the 

WLiame and Character of dom; 
Aa — 9 | | 1 

Soul erat fans Herne Prov. 1. 25 T4 2(), II. 2, 10. III. 13. | 


Pſal. 111. 15. becauſe it is the higheſt Improve- 
ment of the Human Nature, and the beſt and ſureſt 


Guide of Human Life, It was one of the firſt, 
and moſt ancient Diſcoveries of God's Mind to 
the Children of Men, to the Iaquiſitive Part ot 
them that are in Search for Wiſdom, and would 
have it a? any Rate; then when God made a Veigbt 

for the Winds, and a Decree for the Rain, when 
he brought all the other Creatures under the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Rule, and Law of their Creation, accor- 
ding to their reſpective Capacities, then he de- 
clar'd this to Man, a reaſonable Creature, as the 
Law of his Creation, Job 28. 25, — 28. Be- 
hold, the Fear of the Lord, that is iſdim, and to 
depart from Evil, the Evil of Sin, i underſtand- 
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1 The PLEASURE F 
Phe Great Men of the World, that exgroſs its 
Wealth and Honours, are Pretenders to Wiſdom, _ 
and think none do /ũ well for themſelves as 2 
they do; but tho' their Neighbours applaud them, > 
and their Poſterity, that reap the Fruit of their 
Worldiy Wiſdom, approve their Sayings, yet this 
their Way is their Folly; Plal. 49. 13, 18. and 
ſo it will appear, when God himſelf ſhall call £ 
thoſe Fools, who ſaid to their Sonls, Take your 
Eaſe, in Barns full of Corn, and Bags full of 
Money. Luke 12. 20. jer. 17. 11. „ 
The Learned Men of the World were Well 
-iſhers to Wiſdom, and modeſtly call'd them- 
ſelves g1atgog9: Lovers of Wiſdom, and many wile 
Principles we have from them, and wiſe Precepts, 
and yet their Philoſophy fail'd them in that which 
Man's great Duty and Intereſt lies in, Acquaint: 
ing himſelf with his Maker, and Keeping up Com- 3 
muniun With him; herein they that profeſs'd them. 
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] ſelves to be wiſe became Fools, Rom. 1. 22. and 

I re World by I iſdam knew not God, 1 Cor. 1.21, : 
But true Chriſtians ate, without doubt, the 3 
1 truly wiſe Men, to whom Chriſt is made of God th 
Hi - Wiſdom, 1 Cor. 1. 30. in whore are hid, not from _ be 
I them, but for them, all the Treaſures of Wiſdom Vi 
5 and Knowledge, Col. 2. 3. They underſtand them- pe 
i ſelves beſt, and on which Side their Intereſt lies, that ttt 
8g give up themſelves to the Conduct of Chriſt, and _ Pl 
. ; his Word and Spirit; that conſult bis Oracles, | 13 
1 and govern themſelves by them, which are in- tec 
„ deed the trueſt Oracles of Reaſon, Prov. g. 10. dil 
| | Men never begin to be wiſe, "till they begin to be gr. 
it Religious; and they then leave off to be wiſe, when #1; 
N N they leave off to dv good, Pſal. 36. 3. DET Ti 
= Now to recommend to us the Study and Pra- O. 
* t Pra- 

| Rice of this true Wiſdom, to bring us into a #7 
b: willing SubjcQion to her Authority, and keep ws | C 
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One is for what he can 


Being RELIGIOUS. 3 
to a conſcientious - Obſervance of her Dictates, 
the Great God is here by Solomon reaſoning with. 


us, from thoſe Topicks, which in other Caſes uſe 
to be cogent, and commanding enough. It is won- 
_ derful Condeſcention, that He who has an in- 


diſputable Authority over us, thus vouchſafes to 
reaſon with #5; to draw With the Cords of a Man, 
and the Bands of Love, Hol. 11. 4. when he 


might make uſe only of the Cords of a God, and 
the Bands of the Law, Plal. 2. 3. to ixvite us to 
that by precious Promiſes, which he ejoins upon 


us by his Precepts, and thoſe abt grievons, 1 John 


3 a 


5 latereſt is the great Coverneſs of the World; 


which when Men are once convinc'd of, they will 
be ſway'd by more than by any thing elſe; every 

et, and therefore applies 
_ himſelf to that which he thinks he can ger by; the 


common Enquiry is, Who will hew as any good? 
We would all be happy, would all be ea). 
| Now it is here demonſtrated by Eternal Truth _ 
it ſelf, That Iz i, our [atereſt to be Religious, and, 


therefore, Feligioa deſerves to be called Wiſdom ; 


becauſe it teaches us to do well for our ſelves; and 


it is certain, That the Way to be Happy, that is, 


perfectly Hoh, hereaſter, 15 to be Huy, that is, f 
truly Happy, now. it is laid down for a Princi- 
ple here, Happy is the Man thut fiadeth Wiſdom, ver. 
13. that finds the Principles and Habits of it plan- 
ted in his own Soul by Divine Grace; that havin 


diligently ſought, has at length found that Pearl of 2 
great Price, and the Man that getteth underſlands 


ing, reckons himſelf therein a true Garner, 
The Man that draws u Underſtanding, ſo the 
Original Word ſignifies ; that produceth it, and brings 


it forth; Qui profert intelligentiam, and ſo che 
 Clhaldce reads it, — Happy is the Man, that having 
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4 The PLEASURE of 


a good Principle in him, makes Uſe of it both 
for his own, and others Benefit; that having Iaid 
up, lays out. J ont og | 


Itis neceſlary to our being Happy, that wehave 


right Notions of Happineſs; the Nature of it, 


wherein it conſiſts, what are the ingredients of it, 


and what the Ways that lead to iz; for many 
keep themſelves miſeralle by thinking themſelves 
Happy, when really they are not; and we have 
Reaſon to ſuſpeQt their Miſtake concerning them- 
ſelves, becauſe they miſtake ſo groſly concerning 
others; They call the Proud happy, Mal. 3. 15. 


They bleſs the Coveturs whom the Lord abhors, 


_ Ffal, 10. 4. It concerns us, therefore, to con- 
ſider, whence we take our Meaſures of Happi- 


neſs, and what Rules we go by in Judging of it; 


that we may not covez our Lot with thoſe, with 
whom we ſhould dreadto have our Lot; that we 
may not ſay as the Pſalmilt was zempted to ſay, 
when he look'd upon the outward Proſperity of 

| Worldly People, Happy 15 the People, that is in ſuch | 
2 Caſe; but as he was determin'd to ſay, when 


he look'd upon the true Felicity of Godly People, 


Happy, thrice happy, for ever happy, is that People, 


whoſe God is the Lord, Pſal. 144. 15, And as 
God herefaith, whoſe Judgment, we are ſure, is 
according to Truth, Happy is the Man that finds 


iſdom. | 2 Bj 
The Happineſs of thoſe that are Religious is 


here prov'd, 7 . 

i. From the true Profit that is to be got by Re. 
ligion; Godlineſs is profitable to all Things, 1 Tim, 4. 
8. tis of univertal Advantage. Tho' we may be 


Lo ſers for our Religion, yet we ſhall not only 
not be Loſers by it, but we ſhall be unſpeakable. 
Gaizers in the End. They that trade with Wiſ- 
dom's Talents, will find the Jerchanaize of it 


better 


. . 
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Being RELIGIOUS. : 5 


better than the Merehandixe of Silver, and the Gain 


thereof than fize Gold, and that it is more precious 
than Rubies. As long ſince as Fov's Time it was 


agreed, that the Advantages of Religion were 


ſuch, that as they cou'd not be purchasd, fo they 
could not be valu'd with the Gold of Ophir, the 


precious Onyx or the Sapphire; The Topas of E- 
. thiopia could not equal them, Job 28. 16, 19. 
Lengib of Days is in Wildom's right Hand, even 


Life for evermore; Length of Days, and no 


Shortning of chem; and in her left Hand Riches 
and FH nar, Ver. 16 the unſearchable Riches of 
Chrijt, and the Honor that comes from God, which 


are true Riches, and true Honours, becauſe durable, 


| becauſe Eternal, and for ever out of the Danger 


oer 88 
In all Labour there is Profit, more or leſs, of 


one kind ot other, but no Profit like that in the 
Labour of Religion: They who make a Buſineſs 


of it, will find great Advantage by it; its preſent 


Incomes are valuable, and a comfortable, honour 


able Maintenance for a Soul, but its future Recam- 


pHpences infinitely more ſo, above what we are a- 


ble either to ſpeak, or think. „% kts 
2. From the :ranſcendent Pleaſure that is to be 
found in it, Here's Profit and Pleaſure twiſted, 


_ whick compleats the Happineſs, Omne tulit pun- 


cum, qui miſcuit utile dulci. 


Thoſe that purſue 


the Gains of the World in Wealth and Riches, 
muſt be willing to deny themſelves in their Plea- 
fares; and they that will indulge themſelves in 


their Pleaſures, mult be content not to get Mo- 
ney, but to ſpend it: As they that are Covetous know 
they muſt not be Voluptuous; fo they that ate Fo- 
luptuous leave no Room to be Cvetous; but it is 


not ſo in the Profits and Pleaſures of Religion: Here 
a Man may both gez, and Love the ſpiritual Arches 
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8 The PLEASURE of 


of Divine Grace, and yet at the ſame time bathe 
in a full Stream of Divine Conſolations, and be 
never the leſs a Holy Epicure in ſpiritual De- 
lights, for his Laying up Treaſures in Heaven; the 


bouring moſt diligently for the Heat that endures 
to Eternal Life, 

This is that which the Text ſpeaks of; and 
together in the next Words, She 
Life, ver. 18. both enriching and delighting 0 
them that lay hold upon her; what Gain or Com- 
fort like that of Life? 


* 


Way s of Pleaſantneſs; not only pleaſant Ways, 


8 * fa AT bo 
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Pleaſantneſs were conf n'd to thoſe Ways, and not 


ariſeth not from any foreign Circumſtance, but 
from the innate Goodneſs of the Ways them- 
ſelves. Or it notes the exceeding ſoperlative Plea- 


pleaſant , but Marah bitter. Think you hear Wiſ— 
228 ſayirg on the contrary, Call ine not Marah 
bitter, as fume have miſcall'd me, but call me Nao- 


chr; Her Ways are beautiful Ways, Ways of 
Sweetneſs, ſo the Chaldee. 


Commandments, thoſe are ſuch, as if we keep 


Soul may even then dwell at Eafe, when it is /a- 


both the Profir and Pleaſure of Religion are put 


is a Tree of 


Firſt, We are here aſſut'd, That her Ways are 
why in the Abſtract, Ways of Pleaſantneſs, as if 


to be found any where elſe; and the Pleaſantneſs 


 fantneſs of Religion; *tis as pleaſant as Pleaſarr- 
_ weſs it ſelf; They are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, MY, 


*tis the Word from which Naomi had her Name 
in the Day of her Proſperity, which afterwards 
ſhe diſclaim'd ; Ruth 1, 20. Call me not Naomi 


mi, pleaſant, The Vulgar Latin reads it Viepul- 


Wiſdom's Ways are fo; i. e. The Ways which. 
| ſhe has directed A to welk in, the Ways of her 


«/eſe 70, and Jo en in, we ſhall certainly find true 
Pleaſure 


8 2 "ee 2 2 5 
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enjoy, 


Being RELIGIOUS. * 


Pleaſure and Satisfaction. Wiſdom faith, This is 
the Way walk in it, and you ſhall not only find 

Life atthe End, but Pleaſure in the Way, That 
which is the ozlyright Way to Happineſs, we mult 
reſolve totravel, and to proceed, and perſevere in 
it, whether it be fair or foul, pleaſant or unplea- 
ſant; but it is a great Encouragment to a Tra- 
veller, to know that his Way is not only the 


right Way, but a pleaſant May, and ſuch the Way 


to Heaven 1s. | | 


_ _ God had told us by Slomon, Chap. 3. 37 4. 
that we muſt cry after Knowledge, mult give our 


Voice to Underſtanding, that we muit ſeek it, and 
ſearch tor it, muſt ſpare no Coſt, or Pains to get 


it; He had told us, that this Wiſdom would te- 


ſtrain us, from the Way both of the evil Man, 


end of the fange Woman, Chap, 2. 12, 16. that | 
it would keep us from all the forbidden Pleaſures: 


of Senſe; Now leſt theſe Reſtraints from Plea- 


ſure, and Conſtraints to Piety and Labour, ſhould 
diſcourage any from the Ways of Religion, he 
here aſſures us, not only that our Pains will 
be abundantly recompenc'd with the Profits of 
Religion, but the Pleaſures we forego, will be 


abundantly balanc'd with the Pleaſures we ſhall 


Secondly, It is added, That all her Paths are 
Peace, Peace is ſometimes put for all good; 


| here ſome take it for the Good of Safety, and 


Protection. Many Ways are pleaſant, they are 
clean, and look ſmooth, but they are dangerous, 


either not ſound at Bottom, or beſet with Thieves; 


but the Ways of Wiſdom have in them a holy 


Security, as well as a holy Serenity; and they that 
Walk in them have God himſelf for their Shield as 


well as their Sun, and are not only joyful in the 


Hope of Good, but are, or maybe quiet alſo rom 


the Fear of Evil. e 
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Tie PLEASURE of: 


But we may take it for the Good of Pleaſure 
and Delight, and ſo it ſpeaks the fame with the 
former Fart of the Verſe: As there is Pleaſaut- 


weſsin Wiſdom's Ways, fo there is Peace in all 


her Paths. © | 


1. There is not only Peace in the End of Reli- 
gion, but Peace in the Way, There is not only 
Peace provided as a Bead, for good Men to he 
dum in at Night, when their Hor is done, and 
their Warfare is accompliſh'd, They ſhall then en- 
ter into Peace, reſt in their Beds, Iſa. 17. 2. Mark 
 #he perfect Man, and behold the apright, for the 


End of that Min is Peace, Pſal. 37. 37. tis e- 
verlailing Peace : But there is alſo Peace provided 


as a Shade, for good Men to work in all Day, 
that they may not only do their Work, but do it 

with Delight; For even the Hortof Righteouſneſs, 
as well as its Reward, {ail he Peace; Iſa. 32.17. 
and the immediate Efect of Righteon/neſi, as well 
as its [//ze at laſt, Quietneſs and Aſſurance for 


t ver 


Tis poſſible, that Var may be the Way to 


Peace, Sic quærimus Pacem, thus we purſue Peace, 


is the beſt Motto to be engraven on Weapons of 
War; but it is the Glory of thoſe who are truly 
Religious, that they not only ſee Peace, but en- 


Jy it; The Peace of God rules their Hearts, and 


by that Means keeps them, and even while they 


are Travellers, they have Peace, tho' they are not 
yet at home. . 


it is the Miſery of the Carnal, Irreligious 


World, that he Way of Peace they have not known, 
Rom. 3. 17. for they are /ike the troubled Sea; 


there is zo Peace, aith my God, to the Wicked, Iſa. 


$7. 20, 21. How can Peace be ſpoken to them 


that are not the Sons of Peace? Luke 10. 4, f. to 


them that have not Grace for the Word of Peace 
Pr ES 6 to 
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to faſten upon ? They may cry Peace td them- 


9. 15, What haſt thou to do with Peace? turn thee 


all that afe in Covenant With the God of Peace, 


and will be with you. 
Religion in en but in the particular Parks 
ſtances of it, in the Exerciſe of every Grice, in 


that what is faid of the Body Of CarHUanIty, 15- 
true of every Part of it, c 's Peace. | 


contributes ſomething to the Peace of it; Walk 
in the oa, and you ſhall find Reſt 70 your Srals, 


and we mall not mils our Way. 
Journies are Peace, The Paths of Wildom ate 


uſe of for Diverſion only, and an Amuſement; 
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felves, but there is no true Peace either in their 
Way, or in their End; To ſuch l ſay, as in 2 Kings 


behind me; while in God's Name | ſpeck Peaceto 


to all the faithful Subjects of the Prince of 
Peace, they have experimentally knows the Way of 
Peace, and to them I fay, Gs on, and proſper , Go 
on i Peace, for the God of Love and Peace is, 


2. There is not only this . in the Way of 
of that Way; View it in the ſeveral Acts aid \n- 


the Performance of every Duty, and you will find, 


The Hays of Religion are zrack'd. as Path-ways | 
are; Cant. 1. 8. we To forth by the Footſteps of the 
Flick, is the goo: 4 Way that all have wWalk'd 
in, that are gone to Heaven before us, and this 


Jer. 6. 16. We go on in our Way with ſo much 
the more Aſſurance. when we ſee thoſe going be— 
tor: us, who through Faith and Patience are 4079 
inberiting the Promiſe; let us but keep the ! 15. 


The Chaldee re2ds it, Itinerà ejus pacifica; her 
not like Walks in a Garden, which we make 


but like Tracks in a great Road, which we orefs 
forws rd in With Care and Pains, as a Traveller 
in his Journey, plus Sir till, All we come to 
var Journey's End. We muſt remember, that 

bs in 


— 
— 


10 The PLEASURE f 
in the Ways of Religion we are p our Journey, 
and *tis a Journey of Buſineſs, Buſineſs of Life 


did, Gen. 29. 1. (Then Jacob went on his Way, 


our Hearts, as Jehyſhaphat did, in the Ways of t 
Lord, 2 Chr. 17. 6. and not take up ſhort of 
the End of our Faith and Hope, not take up 
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is pleaſaut, it is Peace notwiibſtanding. 


the different Sentiments of wiſe and good ten 
in the leſs weighty Matters of the Law; but 


path; and if it be not, but keep within the ſame 
Hedges of Divine Truths and Laws, as to the 
Efſentials of Religion, it may be, it ſhall de a Jay 
of Feace; for both he that eaterh, and he that 


has Comfort in it. if we rightly underſtand that 


Meat and Drink, and we ſhall find it to be, which 
indeed it is, Righteouſneſs and Peace, aud Foy in 
ze Holy Gbiſt, Rom. 14. 17. 


dom; in all the 'nftances of Pare and Undefiled 


of Peace and Pleaſure runs through the whole 
TCC 


and Death, and, therefore, we muſt not trifle, or 
loſe Time; but mult lift up our Feet, as Jacob 


in the Margin it is, he Hf up his Feet) and bft 2 
A 


ſhort of Home: And tho” the Journey is long, 
and requires all this Care and Application, yet it 


In the Hay of Religion and Godlineſs taken 
generally, there are arferext Paths, according to 


| bleſſed be God, every different Path is not a By- 


| eateth not, giveth G Thanks, Rom. 14. 6. and- 
the Kingdom of God, the Way of Wiſdom, 75 wot 


3. There is this Peace in all the Paths of Wil. 


Religion; 10k iuto them e, mocke Trial ofthem- 
all, and you'll find there's none to be excepted a- 
gainſt, none to be quarrel'd with; they are all gui- | 

totm, and of a Piece; the ſame golden Thread 


Ve 
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we cannot ſay ſo of this World, That all its 


Paths are Peace, however ſome of them may pre- 
tend to give the Mind a little Satisfaction; its 
Pleaſures have theit Allays; that which one thing 


ſweetens, another comes pieſcutly and embitters. 
But as there is a Univerſs} R-&titude in the Prin- 


ciples of Religion, Pfſal. 119. 128. [have eſteem- 


ed all thy Precepts concerning all Things to be right 4 
and Pov. 8. 8, Allthe Hords of my Month are in 
Righteouſneſs (ſaith Wiſdom | and there is nothing 


Foward or preverſe in them; ſo there is a Univer- 
ſal Peace and Pleaſure in the Pradice of Reli- 


gion: Allour Paths if ſuch as they ſhould be, will 2 
be ſuch as we could wiſh, ES, 


The Doctrine, therefore, contain'd in theſe 


Words is, 


That Trae | Piety bath True Pleaſure in 
„ Or thus; VVV e 


The Ways of Religion are Pleaſant and 
Ny Peaceful Hays. | 5 | | 


| * 7%, 3, 2%, 2, 8, 3, 3, 2 2h, ie, 4, he, U „„ 
ebe A838 8838888805 1 


HA „ 
The Explication of the Doctrine. 


II. is a plain Truth which we have here laid 

1 down, and there is little in it that needs Expli- 

cation; * I were well for us, if we would but as 

readily ſubſcribe to the Certainty of it, as we ap- 

 prehend the Senſe and Meaning of it. Nor will | 

any complain, that it is hard to be underſtood 92 4 
; 85 thoſe 
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thoſe who kz»w no other Pleaſures but thoſe of 
_ Senſe, and rel; no other, and therefore reſolve 


not to give Credit to it. Thoſe who think, How | 
ban ibis be, that there ſhould be Pleaſure in Piety, 
will be ready to queition, hat's the Meaning 


of this Doctrine? and to call it a Hard Saying. 
Lou know what Pleaſure is, I hope, you know 


Tomething what the Pleaſure of the Mind is, a 


Pleaſure which the Su has the Senſation of, And 
do you not know fomething what Piety is, a due 


Regard to a God above us, and having the Eyes 
of the Soul ever up unto him; and then you know 


What I mean when | ſay, Tbat there is an Abun- 


dance of real Pleaſure and Satisfaction, in the 


Ways of Religion and Godlineſss. 


Bat to help you a little in the underſtanding of 


it, and to prevent Miſtakes, obſerve, 


Hlirſt, That | ſpeak of true Pieiy, and of that 


as. far as it goes, og 5 

I. Hypocrites are very much Strangers tu the De- 
lights aud Pleaſures of Religion ; nay, they are. al- 
zogether ſo, for it is Foy which thoſe Strangers do 
not ſatermeddle with, Connterfeit Piety can ne- 
ver bring in true Pleaſure. He that ads a Part 
upon a Stage, tho' it bethe Partof one that's ne- 


neſs well enough, he doth not experience it, The 
Pleaſures of God's Houſe lye not in the outer 


to ſhare inthe Pleaſures of it. Ihen iſdum en- 


becomes a living, active Principle there, then, 
and not'till then, itis pleaſant unto thy Soul, Prov. 


of. 


ver ſo pleaſaut, tho' he may humour the Pleaſant». 


Comxrts, but within the Vail None know what 
the Peace of God means, but thoſe that are under 
the Do: inion and. Operation of his Grace; nor 
can any that deny the Power of Godlineſs, expect 


ters into thine Heart, takes Poſſeſſion of that, and 


2. 10, Ihey that an at no more but the Credit 


c 
t 
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of their Religion before Men, juſtly fall ſnort of 
the Comfort of it in themſelves _ CI 
Hypocrites have «ther Things that they delight 
in, the Satisfactions of the Horld, the Gratifica- 
tions of Sexſe, which put their Mouths out of 
Taſte to ſpiritual Pleaſures, ſo that they have 20 
Pleaſure in them. They that have their Hearts 


upon their Markettings, ace weary of the New 
Moons and the Sabbaths, Amos 8. 5. With good 


Reaſon, therefore, doth Job ask, Will the H po- 


critę delight himſelf in the Almighty? ch. 27. 10. 
No, his Soul zakes its Eaſe in the Creature, and 
returns not to the Creator as its Reſt, and Home. 


Some Haſhy Pleaſute an Hypocrite may have in 
Religion, from a Land Flood of ſenſible Affecti- 
ons, Who yet has not the leaſt Taſte of the &7ver | 
of God's Pleaſures, There were thoſe whp de- 
lighted to kuow God's Ways, la. 58. 2. they met 

with fome pretty Notions in them, that ſurpriz'd 
them, and pleas'd their Fancies, but they did not de. 
light to wa! in them. The ſtony Ground re-. 
ceiv'aihe ord with Foy, and yet receiv'd no laſt. 


ing Benefit by it, Luke 8. 13. Herod heard John 
| glaaly, Mark 6. 26. tHe found ſomething very 


agreeable in his Sermons, and which Natural 


Conſcience could not but embrace, and yet could 


not bear to be reprov'd for his Herndias. A flo- 
rid Preacher, ſuch as Ezekzel was, may be to them 
as a very lovely Song of one that can play well on an 
Inſtrument, Eick. 33. 32, and yet at the ſame 
time, zhe Word of the Lord, if it touch their Con- 
ſciences, and ſhew them their Tranſgteſſions, is 
to them a Keproach, Fer, 6.10, = 
* They whole Hearts are not right with God in 


their Religion, cannot have the Pleaſure of Com 


muniun with God; for it is the Soul only that con- 


_ werſeth with God, and that he communicates him- 


ſelf 


k— — 
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ſelf to; Bodily Exerciſe profiteth little, i Tim. 4. 
8. and, therefore, pleaſeth little. The Service 
of Godis aBurthen, and a Task to an unſanQity'd, 
unrenewed Heart, tis out of its Element when 
it is brought into that Air; and, therefore, in- 
ſtead of ſnuffing it vp, and laying, Behold what 
a Pleaſure it is? it /f at it, and ſaith, Behold 
_ what a lſearineſs it is? Mal, 1, 123. 


Nor can they take any Pleaſure in Communing 
with their ow#z Corjciences, or in their RefleQt- 
| ons, for they are re dy upon all Occaſions, to 
give them Unealine(s, by Charging them with | 
that which is diſagreeavle to their Vrofeſſion, and 7 
gives the Lye toit: And hv? they cry Peace, 
Peace to themſelves, they have that within them, 
that tells them the God of Heaven doth not ſpeak 
Peace to them; And this cufts a Damp upon all their _ 
Pleaſure, that their Rel gion it ſelf gives them | 
Pain, God himſelf is a Terror to them, and the 
Goſpel it ſelt condemns them tor their {nfincerity.. þ #2 | 
And in Time of Trouble and Diitrefs none ate 
ſo much afraid, as the Sinners in Lion, Wa. 33. $ | 
14. the ſecret Singers there; and Fearfulneſs is F 
the preatelt Surprige of all to the Hypocrites, oY 
Amos 6. 1, that were at £Euſe in Zion, and 
thought its /irozg holds would be their Security. ; 
And, therefore it is, that Hypocrites caſt off 1 
Religion, and diſcharge themſelves of the Profeſ- 
ſion of it, after they have a while d!/pnisd theme | 
ſelves with it, becauſe ic did not is eaſy; and they t 
are weary of it. Tradeſmen that take no Plea- : 
Wo ſzre in their Buſineſs, will not ſtick to it long, : 
no more will thoſe that take no Fleaſurein their- 1 
Religion; nor will any thing carry us through | 
the outward Difficulties of it, but the inward De- 1 
ligbis of it; it hole be wanting, the Tree is not rr 
water d, and therefore, even its Leaf will ſoon 1 
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wither, Pſal. 1. 3. The Hypocrite will not al- 
ways call upon God, will not long do it, becauſe 

he will not delight himſelf in the Almighty ; Job 
27. 9, 10. And this ought not to be a Stumbling- 
Block to us. Thus Hypocrites in Religion prove 
Apoſtates from it; and the Reaſon is, becauſe they 
never found it pleaſant ; they never found it plea- 
ſant, becauſe they were never ſincere in it, which 
was their Fault, and not the Fault of the Religi- 
on they profels' d. 


Let us, therefore, tale beed, aud beware of Hy: 5 


 pocriſy, Luke 12. 1. as ever we hope to find Plew 
Jure in Religion. Counterfeit Piety hath ſome o- 
ther End in /iew, ſome other End zo ſerve, than that 
which is the Spring of true Dehghs They who 
reſt in that, eu them out Ciſierus, Jer. 2. 13. 
that can hold but little Water, and that dead; nay, 
broken Ciſfterns that can hold no Hater ; and how 
can they expect the Pleaſure which they have, 
that cleave to, and continually draw from the 
Fountain of Life and Li ing Waters; No, as their 
Principles are, ſuch are their Pleaſures ; as their 
Aims are, ſach are the 'r 57%; they appeal to the 


World, and tothe #4 orld they thall go; but let I 


not the Credit of Religion tuffet chen. for the 
lake of thoſe who ore only Pretenders to it; and 
ſo, indeed, Enemies to lt. 
2: 168 poflible, that true Chriſtians may, through 
their own Fault and Fully, want very much of 
the Pleaſure (f Religion, and therefore, 1 ſay, 
True Pieiy as far as it goes is very pleaſant; as far 

as it has its due 'nflu-nce upon us, and is rightly: | 
underſtood. and liv'd up to. | 

We abide pit, That Wiſdom's Ways are always 
3 and yet mult Own, that Vjtdom's Cl. 
dren are ſomctimes uupleajant, and therein come 
ſhort of Juſtiſying iſdom in this Matter as they 
- ought to do, Like Te 35. and rather give Advan- 
tage 


——— —— — — — Po" As x 


16 The PLEASURE xx 


tage to her Accuſers, and Prejudice to her Cauſe, 


Either they i, theſe Ways, and turn aſide out of 


them, and ſo loſe the Pleaſure that is to be found 


in them; or (which is a common Caſe) they re- 


fuſe to take the Comfort, which they might have 


in theſe Ways. They hamper themſelves with 


_ Needleſs Perplexities, make the Yoke heavy which 
Chriſt has made eaſy, and that frightful which he 

deſign'd ſhould be excorragtzg ; they indulge them- 

| ſelves, and then, as Jonah when he was angry, 


_ guſtify themſelves in cauſleſs Griefs and Fears, 


and think they do well to pat themſelves into an 
Agony, to be very heavy and ſore amax' d, and 


their Souls exceeding ſorrowful, even unto Death, 


as Chriſt's was ; whereas Chriſt put himſelf into 
ſuch an Agony to make us eaſ 7). 


But let not true Piety ſuffer in its Reputation 
beczuſe of this; for tho' it be call'd a Keligious 
Melancholy, it is not ſo, for it is contrary to the 


very Nature and Delign of Religion, while it 


| ſhelters itſelf under the Colour of it, and pre- 
tends to tate Riſe from it. t is rather to be call'd 


WS Saperſtitions Melancholy, Je, ariling 


from ſuch a flaviſp Fear of God, as the Heather 5 


were driven by to their Demons and barbarous 


Sacrifices; which is a great Injury to the Honour 
of his Goodneſs, as well as a great Injury to 


themſelves. 


If the Profeſſors of Religion look for that in 
the World, which is to be had in God only, and 
that is Perfect Happineſs; or, if they look for 
that in zbemſelves, which is to be had in Chriſt on- 


ly, and that is a Perfect Righteouſneſs; or, if they 


look for that % Earth which is to be had 2 
Heaven only, and that is Perfect Holineſs; and 
then fret, and grieve, and go mourning from 
Day to Day, becauſe they are diſappointed in 


theic 
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Bring RELIGIOUS. 17 
their Expeations, they may thank themſelves, 
Why ſeek they the = dig among the Dead? Luke 
23: f;5 17s 
"Ter but Religion, true and pure Religion in all 
the Laws and Inſtances of is, command and pre- 
vail, and theſe Tears will ſoon be wiped away: 
Let but God's Servants taste their Work before 
them, allow each Principle of their Religion its 
due Weight, and each Practice of it its due Place 
and Proportion, and let them not daſh one Pre- 
cept of the Goſpel, any more than one Table of 
he Law, in Pieces againſt the other: Let them 
look upon it to be as much their Duty to rejoyce 
in Chriſt Feſus, as to mourn for Sin; nay, and 
more, for his is in order to ht; and then we 
ſhall not fear, that their Sorrows will in the leaſt. 
ſhake the Truth of our Doctrine, for as far as 
the Religion is carry d, it will carry this Chara- 
Ser along with it, and further it canne be ex- 
pected. 
Secondly, | in true Pity 1 ſay, there is a Pha: 
fare ; there is that which we may find Comfort 
in, and fetch Satisfaction from. There's a Bo- 
num jucundum as well as atile. That's pleaſant. 
which is «greeable, which the Soul refoycerh in, 
or at leaſt repoſeth in; or which it reliheth, 
pleaſeth itſelt with, and defireth the Continuance 
and Repetition of. Let a Man's Faculties be in 
their due Frame and Temper, not vitiated, cor- 
rupted, or depray'd, and there is that in the F x- 
erciſe of Religion which highly /zizs them, and 
_ ſatisfies them. And this Pleaſure is ſuch as is not 
allay'd with any thing to caſt a Damp upon it. 
1. The Ways of Religion are right and plea- 
ani; they are pleaſant without the Allay of In- 
of jury and Iniquity. Sin pretends to have its Plea- | 
ſures, but they are the en of that * which is 
right, 
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_ right, Job 33. 27. they are ſtolen Waters, Prov. 
9. 17. unjuſt, tho? pleaſant; but the Pleaſures of 
_ Godlinels are as gteeable to the Rectitude of our 
Nature, as they are gratifying to the pure and 
undebauched Defires of it. It is the Way in 
which we ſhould go; and the Way, in which, if 
we were not Wretchedly degenerated, we world 
g of Choice, F 55 Th 
They are right, for they are mark'd out to us 
by our righ:ful Lord, who having given us the 
Being of rational Creatures, has Authority to 
give us a Law ſuited to our Being; and he has 
{ done it both by natural Conſcience, and by the 
' __ Written Word, he hath ſaid, This is the Way, walk 
in it, Ia. 30. 21. Tis not only permitted and 
allow'd us, but charg'd and commanded us to 
Walk in it; hath ſent us as Meſſengers from him 
to travel this Road upon his Errand, _ 


| They are rige, for they lead direQly to our 


_ great End, have a Tendency to our Welfare, here 
and for ever, They are the only right Way to 
that which is the Felicity of our Being, which 
we ſhall certainly miſs and come ſhort of, if we 
do not walk in this Way. hho 


But that's not all, they are alſo pleaſant; Be- 


Bold, how good and how pleaſant ! Pal. 133. I, It 
is the Happineſs of thoſe that fear God, that he 
not only teacheth them in the Way that be Wen 
 chuſe, (and we may be ſure that's the right 
but alſo that zherr Souls ſhall dwell at Eaſe, Pſal. 
25. 12, 13. And juſtly may they dwell at Enſe, 
Who have infinite Wiſdom itſelf to chuſe their 
Way, and guide them in it, That may be right 
which is not pleaſant, and that pleaſant which is 
not right, but Religion is both; therefore in the 
next Verſe it is compar'd to the Tree of Life: The 
Tree of Kunwledge was indeed pleaſant * the 
N = . I: 
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Eyes, and a Tree 10 be defir'd, but it was forbid- 


den; and therefore Religion is call'd a Tree of 


| Life, Gen. 29. 6. which was not only pleaſant, 
but was allow'detill Sin enter'd. - 


2, They are eaſy and pleaſant; pleaſant with- 


out the Allay of Toil and Diffcalty, any more 


than atiſeth from the Corruption of our own Na- 


ture: That indeed makes ſuch Oppoſition, that 
we have need of Arguments; and, bleſſed be 


God, we have good Arguments to prove the 


 PraQtice of Religion eaſy; but it is more than ſo,. 
JJ; ⁵⁵ 
Much leſs is ſaid than is intended, when we 


are told that his Commandments are not grievous, 
1 John 5. 3. They are not only not grievous 


and galling, but they are graciozs and pleaſing, 
His Yoke is eaſy, Matt. 11. 30. The Word there 


us'd, Yps, lignifies more than ſo, *tis ſweet 


and gentle; not only eaſy as a Yoke is to the 
Neck, when *tis ſo well fitted as not to hurt it, 


but eaſy as a Pillow is to the Head when 'tis 


weary and ſleepy, *Tis not only tolerable, but 


very comfortable. There is not only no Matter 
of Complaint in the Ways of God, nothing to 


hurt us, but there is abundant Matter of Joy and 


 Rejoycing: It is not only Work which is zot 
 Wearineſs, bat Work which 15 its Own Wages; 1 
ſuch a Tree of Lyfe, as will not only ſcreen us 


from the Storm and Teinpeſt, and feed us with 


neceſſary Food, but we may (it down under the 


Shadow of it with great Delight, and the Fruit 
of it will be ſwee? unto our Taſte, Cant. 2. 3. 
3. They are gainſul and pleaſant, and have not 


the Allay of Eæpence and Loſs: That may be 
profitable, which yet may be «npleaſant, and that 


pleaſant, which afterwards may prove very #upro- 


fitable and prejudicial; what Frait have 1 


by Toil and uneaſy Labour, whi 
Fleſh and Blood. The Servazts of this World 
are Drudges to it; they riſe ap early, ſit up late, 
eat the Bread of Sorrows, Plal. 127. 2. in purſuit 
pf its Wealth, They labour and bereave their 
_ Seals of Good, Eccleſ. 4. 8. but the Servants of 
God have a Plegſure even in the Work they are 
to ge? by, and which they ſhall be recompenced 


. 
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trom thoſe things in which yet they ſaid they had 


Pleaſure? Rom. 6, 21. ButReligion brings both 


Pleaſure with it, and Profit after it: The Plea- 
_ Tures of Religion do not coſt us dear; there's no 


Loſs by them when the Account comes to be 
balanc'd. | 


The Gais of this World is uſually fetch'd in 


10 . 55 N 
HBeſides the Tendency that there is in the Pra- 
Qice of ſerious Godlineſs to our Happineſs in the 
Other Life, there is much in it that conduceth to 
our Comfort in this Life. David obſerves it to 
the Honour of Religion, Pſal. 19. 10. that not 


only after keeping, but in keeping God's Com- 


mandments, here is a great Re ward; a preſent 


great Reward of Obedience in Obedience. A 


good Man is ſatisfied in himſelf, Prov. 14. 14. 
that is, in that which Divine Grace hath wrought 

in him; and the Saints are ſaid to /ing in the 
Ways of the Lord, Pal, 138. 5. as thoſe that find 

them pleaſant Ways. DEE 


And the cloſer we adbere to the Rules of Re- 


1igion, and the more intimate our Converſe is 


with Divine things, the more we live with an 
Eye to Chriſt and another World, the more Com- 


fort we are likely to have in our own Boſoms. 
 Creat Peace have they that love God's Laws, Pfal. 
119. 165. and the more they love it, the greater 
their Peace is; nay, 'tis promis'd to the Church, 


that 


ch is grievous to 
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that ail her Children ſhall be rang he of the Lord, 


(and thoſe whom he teacheth are well taught, 
and taught to do well) and then great ſhall be 
the Peace of her Children, Iſa. 54. 13. it ſhall be 
entail'd upon them; Peace /ike a River, in omne 
volubilis æuun. e 
Thirdly, call it a true Pleaſure. As there is 
Science, falſly ſo call'd, 1 Tim. 6. 20. ſo there is 
Pleaſure falſly fo call'd. One of the Ancients. 
diſtinguiſhes between "HI; annfus and Howdy 
Pebd e, Damaſcen, Orthod, Fid, I. 2. Pleaſures 
that have ſome Truth in them, and Pleaſures that 


_ deceive us with a Lye in their right Hand, Some 


bave ſaid that the School of Epicurus, which is 
commonly branded and condemned for making. 


_ Pleaſure Mans chief Good, did not mean ſenſual 
Pleaſure, but the Pleaſure of the Mind. 


And 

we fhould be willing enough to admit it, but that 
the other Principles of his Philoſophy were fo 
atheiſtical and irreligious, But this we are ſure 
of, that it is a 7rze Pleaſure which Religion ſe- 


cures to us; a Pleaſure that deſerves the Name, 
and anſwers it to the tull, 


It is a true Plenſure, for, . 
I. It is real, and noi counterfeit. Carnal World 


lings pretend a great Satisfaction in the Enjoyments 


of the World, and the Gratifications of Senſe, 
Soul, take thine Eaſe, ſaith one, Luke 12, 20. 1 
have found me ont Subſtance, faith another, Ho. 
12. 8. even % Liſe of iny Hand; (aith a third, 1 
hade ſeen the Fire, IA. 57. 10. /e Micled boaſts 
of his Hearts Defire; but Sylumon àſſures us, not 
only that zhe Eud of that Mirth is Heavuineſs, but 
that even in Laughter the Heart is ſorrowfaul, Prov. 
14. 13. Both thoſe that make a God of their Belly, 
and thoſe that make a God of their Mony, find 


ſuch a conſtant Pain and Uneaſineſs attending 


their 
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22 The PLEASURE ff 
their Spiritual Idolatries, that their Pleaſure is but 
from the Teeth outward, Diſcontent at preſent 


Diſ1ppointments, and Fear of worſe, ungovern'd 


Paſſions (which ſeldom are made leſs turbulent by 
the Gratifications of the Appetite) and above all, 
Conſcience of Guilt, and Dread of Divine Wrath, _ 


theſe give them the Lye, when they boaſt of their 


Pleaſures, which with ſuch Allays are not to be 


boaſted of; they would not be thought to be diſ- 
appointed in that which they have choſen for their 


Happineſs, and therefore they ſeem to be pleaſed, 
they ſeem to be pleaſant, when really their Heart, 


if it knows its own Wickedneſs, cannot but kzow 
its own Bitterneſs, Prov. 14. 16. 


And many of the good Things of this World, 


of which .we ſaid, Theſe ſame ſhall comfort us, 


prove Vexations to us; and we are diſappointed 
In that, wherein we moſt promis'd our ſelves Sa- 
tisfaction; F we ſay our Bed ſhall comfort us, per- 


haps it is not a Bed to reſt on, but a Bed to toſs 


} on, as it was to poor Fob, when weariſom Nights 
\ were appointed to him. Nay, ſuch Strangers are 
wee to-yvea/Pleaſure in the Things of this Life, and 


ſo oft do we deceive our ſelves with that which is 


4 counterſeit, that we wiſh to live to thoſe Days of 
Life which we are told will be eri Days, and 
thoſe Nears, of which we are aflured that we. 


hall ſay, Ve have no Pleaſure in them, Eccleſ. 
. | „ : Ls | 
But the Pleaſures of Religion are ſolid, ſubſtan- 


tial Pleaſures, and not painted; Gold, and not 1 
gilded over: Theſe Sons of Pleaſure inherit Sub- 
ſtance, Prov. 8. 21. Tis that which is, Job 15. 11. 


The Foundation firm, the Superſttucture ſtrong, the 


| Conſolationt of God not few, nor ſmall, while a vain 


and fooliſh World cauſe their Eyes to fly upon that 


| which is not, Prov. 23.5. Worldly People pretend 


to 
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Heine RELIGIOUS, 23 
to the Joy they have not; but Godly People con. 


ceal the Joy they have; as he did that had found the 


Treaſure hid in the Field, They have, like their 


Maſter, Meat tu eat, which the World knows not of, 
„ Jonn „ 3 ĩð 


e t s rational, and not bratih. Tis the Plea- 
ſure of the Soul, not of Senſe; tis the peculiar 


Pleature of a Man, not that which we have in 


Common with the inferior Creatures. The Plea- 
ſures of Religion are not thoſe of the meer Ani- 
mal Life, which ariſe from the Gratifications of 
the Senſes of the Body, and its Appetites; no, 
they affect the Soul, that Part of us by which we 
are ally'd to the World of Spirits, that Noble 
Part of us, and therefore are to be call'd the true 
Pleaſures of a Ma. 


T TheBrute Creatures have the ſame Pleaſures of 


Senſe that we have; and perhaps in ſome of them 
the Senſes are more exquiſite, and conſequently 
they have them in a much higher Degree, not are 
their Pleaſures liable to the Cortectives of Reaſon 


and Conſcience as ours are, Who live ſuch merry 


Lives as the Leviathan, who plays inthe Deep? ot 
the Birds that ſing among tbe Brauchen? Pſal. 104. 
12, 20. : % £98 ORE 

But what are theſe to a Man, who being taught 
more than the Beaſts of the Earih, and made wiſer 


than the Fouls of Heaven, Job 3y. 10, 11, and 


being dizaify'd above the Beaſts, not ſo much by 


q the Powers of Reaſon, as by a Capacity for Reli- 
nd not 7 gion, is certainly delign'd for Enjoyments of a 


more excellent Nature, for Spiritual and Heaven. 


ly Delights. When God made Man, he left him 

not to the Enjoyments of the wide World, with 

the other Creatures, but zclos'4 him a Paradice, 

a Garden of Pleaſure (fo Eden ſignifies) where 

he ſhou'd have Delights proper for him; 11175 
BE 1 indee 


24 The PLEASURE r 
indeed by the Pleaſures of a Garden, pleaſant 
Trees and their Fruits, but really the Delights 
of a Soul, that was a Ray of Divine Light, 
and a Spark of Divine Fire, newly breath'd 
into him from above, and on which God's 
Image and Likeneſs was imprinted. And we ne- 
ver recover our Felicity, which we loſt by our firſt. 
Parents indulging the Appetite of the Body, *till 
we come to the due Reliſh of thoſe Pleaſures, 
which Man has in common with Angels, and a 
due Contempt of thoſe which he has in common 
with the Brutes. b . 
The Pleaſures of Wiſcom's Ways may at ſecond 
hand affe& the Body, and be an Advantage tothat; 
hence it is ſaid, Prov. 3.8, to be Health tu the Na · 
vel, and Marrow to the Bones; but its Relidence is 
in the hidden Man of the Heart, 1 Pet. 3. 4. and 
its Comforts delight the Soul in the Maltitude f 
iis Thoughts, Plal. 94. 19. Tis pleaſant to the 
Soul, and makes that like a water*d Garden. Theſe 
are Pleaſures which a Man by the Afliſtance of 
Divine Grace may reaſun himſelf into, and not 
(as it is with fenſual Pleaſures) reaſon himſelf 
ont of. . | | | 


There is no Pleaſure ſeparate from that of Re- 
ligion, which pretends to be an intellectual Plea- 
ſure, but that of Learuing, and that of Henucur; 
but as to the Pleaſure of a Proud Mun in his Dig- 
nities, and theReſpects paid him, as Herod, in the 
Acclamations of the Crowd, it doth but affect 
the Fancy. It is Vuin- Glory, it is not Glory; Tis 
but the Folly of him that receives the Honour, 
fed by the Folly of them that give it; ſo that it 
doth not deſerve to be call'd a Rational Pleaſure ; 
tis a Luſt of the Mind that's gratify'd by it, that 
is as much an Inſtance of our Degeneracy, as any 
of the Luſts of the Fieſh are, „„ 
„ And 
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And as to the Pleaſure of a Scholar, abſtracted 


from Religion, it is, indeed, rational and intel- 


lectual; but it is only the Pleaſure of the Mind 
in knowing Truth, and not its enjoying Good, 
Solomon, that had as much of this Pleature as e- 


ver any Man had, and as nice a Taſte of it, yet 
hath aſſur'd us fromais own Experience, that in 


much Wiſdom of this kind is mach Grief, and he 


that increaſeth Knowledge increaſeth Sorrow, Eccl, 


But the Pleaſures which a holy Soul hath in 


knowing God, and in Communion with him, are 
not only of a ſpiritual Nature, but they are ſa- 


ziifying, they are filling to the Soul, and make a 


* Happineſs adequate to its beſt àffections. 


3. It is remaining, and not flaſhy and tranſitory : 
That's zr2e Pleaſure and deſerves the Name, which 


will continue with us as a Tree of Life, and not wi- 
ther as the green Herb; which will be not as the 
Light of a Canale, which is ſoon burnt out, but 


as that of the Sun which is a faithful Witneſs in 
Heaven, We reckon that molt valuable, which 


is moſt durable. 


The Pleaſutes of Senſe are fading and periſhing ; 


as the World paſſeth away, 1 John 2.17, to do the 
Luſts it; that which at firlt pleaſeth and ſarisfyeth, 
after a while palls and ſurfeits, A. the Crackling 


of Thorus under a Pot, Ecclef. 7.6. which make a 
great Blaze, and a great Noiſe for a little while, 


but ſoon end in Soot and Aſhes, ſuch is the Lazgh- 
ter of the Foul; the End of his Mirth is Heavineſs. 


Belſhazzar's Jollity is ſoon turn'd into the utmoſt 


Conlternation ; The Night of my Pleaſure hath he 


zurnu'd into Fear to me, Iſa. 21. 4. The Pleaſures of 
Sin are ſaid to be but for a Seaſon, Heb, 11, 25. for 
the Ezd of that Mirth is Heavineſs, As they have 


no Conſiſtence, fo they have no Continuance. 


wy. Cat 
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26 The PLEASURE ff 
But the Pleaſures of Religion will abide, they wi- 


ber not in Winter, nor-#ar-!;þ with Time, nor 


doth Age wrinkle their Beauty; Froſts nip them 


not, nor do Storms blaſt them; they continue 
through the greateſt Oppoſition of Events, and de- 
_ Ipiſe that Time and Chance, which happens to all 
Things under the Sun, Eccleſ. 9. 11. Believers 
When they are ſorrowful they“ are but as ſorrow- 
ful, for they are always rejoycing, 2 Cor. 6. 10. 
and 2. 14. Thanks be to God, who always 
cauſeth us to triumph. If an Immortal Soul 
make an Eternal God its chief Foy, what ſhould 
hinder but that it ſhould rejo:ce evermore, 1 Theſ, 
F. 15, for as the Treaſure, ſo the Pleaſure is laid 
up there, where zeither Moth nor Raſt can cor- 
rupt, nor Thieves break through and ſteal. Chiiſt's 
Joy which he gives to thole that are his, is Joy 
which 20 Man taketh from them, John 16. 22, for 
tis their Heart that rejoyceth. They are the Be- 
ginning of Everiaſting Pleaſures, the Earneſt and 
Poretaſte of them, fo that they are in Effect, 
%% nn nh nies 
S800 then, The great Truth which I defire my 
Heart end yours may be fully convinc'd of is 
this; That A Holy, Heavenly Life ſpent inthe Ser- 
dice of God, and in Communion with him, is with- 
out Doubt, the moſt pleaſant and comfortable Life 


any Man caulive in this World. 
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CHAP. II. 


The Pleaſure of being Religions, prov'd from 
the Nature of True Religion, and many 
particular Inſtances of it, 


TAE Doctrine needs no farther Explication, 
1 nor can have any better than our own Ex- 
perience of it; but the chief Part of this Un- 


dertaking is to prove the Truth of it; And O! 
that God, by me, would ſet it before you in a 
true Light, ſo as that you may all be convinc'd 
of it, and embrace it as a Faithful Saying, and 
ell worthy of all Acceptation, That a Godly 


Life is a pleaſant Life; ſo as that we may be 
wrought upon to live ſuch a Life. 1 
Pleaſure is a tempting Thing; What yields 
Delight cannot but attract Deſire; Tis next to 
Neceſſity, fo ſtrongly doth it urge. Surely, if we 
were but fully perſwaded of this, that Religion 
has Pleaſure on its Side, we would be wrought 
upon by the Allurement of that to be Religious. 


eis certainly ſo, let us not be in doubt of it. Here's 


a Bait, that has no Hook under it, a Pleaſure 
courting you which has no Pain attending it, no 


| Bitternels at the latter End of it; a Pleaſure which 


God himſelf invites you to, and which will make 
you happy, truly and eternally happy, aud ſhalt 
not this work upon you? 8 e 

But we may entertain our ſelves, and our 
Heaters, long enough with Diſcourſes of the 
Pleaſantneſs of Witdom's Ways, but they will 


not Profit unleſs they be mixed with Faich, O! 


C2 333 
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that we would all mix Faith with this Truth! 
|; that we would yield to the Evidence of it 
Too make way for the Proof of it, I would on- 
ö ly deſire two Things. a rn eo pi id es 
1. That you would lay aſide Prejudice, and 
give a fair and impartial Hearing to this Cauſe, 
5 and do not prejzage it. He that anſwers any 
Matter before he hear it, hear it out, it is Folly aud 
Shame to him; Prov. 8. 13, 14. eſpecially if it 
de a Matter of great Importance and Concern to 
1 himſelf; a Matter of Life and Death. Be wil 
ling, therefore, to believe, that it is pie there 
may, and then I doubt not but to make out, that ”tis 
certaix there is, true Pleaſure in true Religion. 
Lou have got a Notion it may be, and are con- 
firm'd in it by the common Cry of the Multitude, 
That Religion is a ſour Melancholy Thing, that 
tis to bid Farewel to all Pleaſure and Delight, 
and to ſpend your Days in Grief and your Years 
in Sighing ; and if we offer any Thing to the con- 
 trary, That it is a pleaſant Thing, and the beſt 
Entertainment that can be to the Mind, you are 
ready to ſay as Ezekie/s Hearers did of him, 
 Doth he not ſpeak Parables ? EzZek. 20. 49, doth | 
he not ſpeak Paradoxes? You ſtartle at it. and 
_ ſtart from it as a hard Saying, like Nathaniel 
when he ſaid, Can any good Thing come out of Na» 
zareth? John 1.46. So you are ready to ſay, Can 
| there be a y Plealure in Religion? Believe it, Sirs, 
T here can be, there cannot but be Plealure 11 it. 

Do not meaſure Religion by the Follies of 
ſome that profeſs it, but do not live up to their 
Profeſſion, nor adorn it; Let them bear their own 1 

ZBurthen, or clear themſelves as they can, but 
| you are to judge of Things, not Perſons, and 
_ therefore ought not to be prejudiced againſt 4 
Religion for their ſaxes. Nor ſhould you 858 
5 . os 
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ſure by the I/] Opinions which its Adverſaries 
have of it, or the 1 Name which they endeavour 


to put it into, who neither &zow it, nor love it, and 
therefore care not what zujuſt Things they ſay. 
to zaſtify themſelves in the Contempt of it, and 
to hinder others from Embracing it, but he 
freely of this Matter, . . 


2. That you would admit this as a Principle, 


and abide by it, That the Soul is the Man: This 


is the Poftaulatam llay down, in Order to the Proof 


of the Doctrine, and I hope it will be readily 


granted me, That Man is principally to be con- 


Hider'd as an intellectual, immortal Being, endu'd _ 


with ſpiritual Powers and, {Zapacities, ally'd to the 


World of Spirits. and accountable to the Father of 
Spitits; That there is a Spirit in Man, that has Sen- 
ſations and Dilpolitions of its own, Active and 


Receptive Faculties diltin& from thoſe of the Bo- 


dy; And that this is the Part of us, which we are, 
and ought to be moſt concern'd 8bout; becauſe 


it is really well, or ill ih us, according as it is 
Well dr ill n ear SniI s. ³i 
Believe, That in Man's preſent State, the Soul 


and the Body have ſeparate and conteſting Inte- 
reſts; the Body 2h:inks tis its Intereſt to have 
its Appetites gratify'd, and to be indulg'd in 


its Pleaſures; while the Soul kzows tis its In- 


| tereſt to have the Appetites of the Body ſub- 
du'd and mortify'd, that Spiritual Pleaſures may 
be the better reliſh'd; and we are here upon our 


Trial, which of theſe two we will ſide with. 
Be wiſe, therefore, be reſolate, and ſhew your 
ſelves Men that are acted and yovern'd by Reaton, 


and are affected with Things as Reaſon repre- 
ſents them to you; not Reaſon, as it is in tbe 
meer natural Man, clouded and plung'd, and loſt 

in Senſe; but Reaſon eleva 


ted and guided by Di- 
C 3 vine 
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| vine Revelation to us, and Divine Grace in us. 
alk by Faith, and not by Senſe; Let the God 


mi 

: that made you, and knows you, and wiſheth you ha 
well, and from whom your Judgment muſt pro- fin 
| ceed, determine your Sentiments in this Matter, an 
and the Work is done, ve 
Now [| ſhall, in the firſt Place, endeavour the in 
Proof of this Doctrine, by ſhewing you what Re- an 
igion is, wherein it conſiſts, and what thoſe Things 5 
are which conſtitute ſerions Godlineſs; and then 
vou ſhall your ſelves judge, whether it be not Be By” 
its own Nature pleaſant. If you underſtand Re- oY 
ligion aright, you will find, that it has an i##are 7 _ 

| Sweernels in it, infenarable from it, Let it but ry 
ſpeak for it ſelf, and it will recommend it ſelf. | 8 
Tube very ſhewing of this Beauty in its own Feqa- 1 
tures and Proportions, E auoh to bring us all I i 
in Love with it. 5 . 
Lou ſhall ſee the Pleaſure of en in twelre 127 
Inſtz ances. of it. 1 
Hier, To be Religious is 20 know 'he ouly irae” 7 
E Got and Feſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent, John 1 
17. 3. And is not that pleaſant? This is the firſt / 
Thing we have to do, to get our Underftandingss ©} © 
tightly :zformd, concerning both the Ozjec?, and 9 
the Medium of our Religious Regards, to ſeek I c 
and to receive this Light from Heaven, to have it | 
diffus'd through our Souls as the Morning Light |} 
in the Air, and to be zaru d tothe Impreſſions of it, 4 


as t be Clay to the Seal, Job 38. 14. and this is a 
Pleaſure to the Soul that underſtands it ſelf, and 
its own true Intereſt, Traly the Light is ſweet, 
aud a pleaſant thing it is for the Eyes to behold the 
Sun, Eccleſ. 11. 8. it refoyceth the Heart, Prov. 
15. 30. Hence Light is often put for Joy and 
Comfort; but no Light is comparable to that of he 
Knowledge of the 2 of as in the Face of Fe- 
ſas i 2 Cor. 4 4. G. This 


2 


E 


e OO." OE 0 "Mp: Pw" Pk 


* 
PCC ˙ ²˙Ü1 ˙˙A AA. r e CCC ˙ A * 33 Are Ia: 2 * — 3 2 
8 * x s : be r * ek: Lis nt - pos EI - — 4 0" r . - 2 "I - 7 v3 4 af Thx a, "i. leaps Po” LICE, „ l 
ee e e EE? 8 1 l Rl ISS RL pets» PH ²˙ A >. 2, a: — 


Being RELIGIOUS. 32 
This is finding the Knowledge we had loſt, and 


muſt for ever have deſpair'd of finding, if God 


had not made it known to us by his Spirit: Tis 


finding the Knowledge we are andone without, 


and happy, for ever happy in; for what is Hea- 


ven but this Knowledge in Perfection? Tis find- 


ing the Knowledge which the Soul would covet 


and reſt in, if it had but recover'd itſelf from the 


Delirium, which by the Fall it is zhrows into. 
They that ſaze in Darkneſs, venen they begin to 


be religious, begin to ſee @ great Light, Mat. 4. 


16. And it is a pleaſing durptize to them; "tis 


coming into a mew World; ſuch a Pleaſure as 


none could know fo well, eas he that had his 
Sight given him, tho? he was born blind, Mat. 


13. 26, Bleſſed are your Eyes (ſaira Chriſt to 


thoſe whom he had brought into an Acquain- 
tance with himſelf) for they ſee. Apply thy Heart 
to my Kauowledge, faith Solomon, Prov. 22. 17, 
18. for it is a pleaſant thing if thou keep it with- 
in thee, Thou wilt eat Honey, becauſe it is good, 
Prov. 24. 13, 14. and the Honeycomb, which is 
ſweet to the Taſte; ſo ſhall the Knowledge of Wiſ- 
dom be to thy Saul. Could a learned Man, that 
had hit upon a Demonſtration in Mathematichs, 
cry out in a Tranſport of Joy, #venzs, vn. 
I have fuund, I have ound; and may not they 
much more boaſt of the Diſcovery, that have 


Pound the Knowledge of the Moſt High? 


There is no Pleaſure in any Learning like that 

of learning Chriſt, and the things that belong to 
our everlaſting Peace; for that which is known is 
not ſmall and trivial, is not doubtful and uncer- 
tain, is not foreign to us, and which we are not 
concern'd in; which are things that may much 


_ diminiſh the Pleaſure of any Knowledge; but 


it is great and ſure, and of the laſt Importance 
ASP | C4 40 
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to us, and the Knowledge of it gives us Satiſ- 
taction: Here we may reſt our Souls, To know 


the Perfections of the Divine Nature, the un- 
ſearchable Riches of Divine Grace, to be led in- 
to the Myſtery of our Redemption and Recon- 
ciljation by Chriſt; this is Food, ſuch Know- 
ledge as this is a Feaſt to the Soul: Tis Meat 
indeed, and Drin indeed; "tis the Knowledge of 


that which the Angels defire to look into, 1 Pet. 1. 
12. if the Knowledge of the Law of God was 


10 ſweet to David, ſweeter than Honey to his 
Taſte, Pſal. 19. 10. and 119. 103. how much 

more ſhould the Knowledge of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt be ſo to us? When God gives this i- 
dom and Knowledge, with it he groves Foy to him 
that is good in his Sight, Eccl. 3. 26. : 


I wonder what Pleaſure or Satisfaction thoſe 
can have in themſelves, that are ignorant of God, 
and Chriſt, and another World, tho' they are 
told there is ſuch a Knowledge to be had, and 

there are thoſe that have it, and it is their con- 
tinual Entertainment. But thus do Men ſtand in 
their own Light, when they love Darkneſs rather 


than Light, DE 


Secondly, To be religious, is to return to God, 
and repoſe in him as the Reſt of our Souls: And 
is not that pleaſant? It is not only for our Un- 


derſtandings to embrace the Knowledge of him, 


but our Affections to faſten upon the Enjoyment 
of him: It is to /ove God as our chief Good, and 
to reſt in that Love; to love him with all our 
Heart, aud Soul, aud Mind, and Might, who is 
well worthy of all that Love, and infinitely 
more; amiable in himſelf, gracious to us; who 
will accept our Love, and return it; who hath 
promis'd to love thoſe that love him, Prov. 8. 17. 


The Love of Goa reigning in the Soul, (and that's 
VVV . true 
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true Religion) is as much a Satisfaction to the 
Soul, as the Love of the World is a Vexation to 


it, when it comes to be reflected upon, and is 
found to be ſo ill beſtow'd. 


_ How pleaſant mult it needs be, fo far to reco- 
ver ourſelves, as to quit the World for a Portion 
and Happineſs as utterly inſufficient to be fo, and 
to depend upon him to be fo, who has enough 


in him to anſwer our utmoſt Expectations? when 


we have in vain ſought for Satisfaction where it 
is not to be had, to ſeek it and find it where it 


is? to come from doting apon Hing Vanities, and 

ſpending our Money for that which is not Bread, 
Iſa. 55. 2.to live, and live plentifully upon a God 
that is enough, a God all-ſufficient, and in him 

to enjoy our own Mercies! Did ever any thing 
| ſpeak a Mind more eaſy and better pleas'd than 


that of David, Return unto thy Reſt, O my Soul? 


Pſal. 116, J. to God as thy Reſt, for in him I 


am where I would be, 1 have what I would 
have: Or that, P/al. 16. 2, 5, 6. O my Soul, thou 
haſt ſaid unto the Lord, Thou art my Lord, the 


Portion of my Inheritance, aud of my Cup? And 


then, The Lines are fallen to me in pleaſant Places, 
and I have a guodly Heritage? Or that, Pſal, 73. 
25. Whom have I in [Heaven but Thee, and there 
is none upon Earth that I deſire in Cumpariſun of: -- 
Thee; for when Fleſh and Heart fail, Thou art 
the Strength and Joy of my Heart, and my Portion 


for ever? 


We place not Religion in Raptures and Tran- 

ſports ; but without doubt, holy Souls that are a4 
Home in God, that have made the Moſt High their 

Habitation, Pſal. 91. 9. whoſe Deſires are to- 


Wards him, whoſe Delights are in him, who are 


in him as their Centre and Element, dwell as 
Eaſe, None can imagine the Pleaſure that a Be- 
ROE” GC s Ys liever ; 
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liever has in his Covenant. Relation to God, and 


| Intereſt in him, and the Aſſurance of his Love: 
Have I ta 
for ever? Plal. 119, 111. ſurely they are the Re- 
Joycing of my Heart; | cannot be better provided 
for. When King Aſa brought his People to re- 


new their Covenant with God, it is ſaid zhey 


ſware unto the Lord with a loud Voice, and with 
Shoutings, and with Trumpets, 2 Chr. 15. 14, 15. 
And all Judah rejoyced at the Oath, for they had 


ſworn with all their Heart. When we come to 


make jt our own Act and Deed, to oyn ourſelves 


Zo the Lord in an everlaſting Covenant, and are 


_ upright with him in it, we cannot but be pleas'd 
with what we have done; 'tis a Marriage- Cove- 

nant, tis made with Joy; Carr. 2. 16. My Be- 
loved is mine, aud I am bis, 5 
_» Thirdly, To be religious, is to come 10 God as 
a Father, in and by Jeſus Chriſt as Mediator. And 
is not this pleaſant ? We have not only the Plea- 
_ Ture of knowing and loving God, but the Plea- 


Tore of drawing nigh to him, and having by Faith 


z a humble Freedom and Intimacy with him; Pſal. 
G5. 4. Bleſſed are they that dwell in his Courts, 
they ſhall be atis) d with the Goodneſs of bis 


Houſe, even of his holy Temple. Religion is de- 


ſorib'd by coming to God; and what can be more 
aàagrecable to a Soul that comes from him? 

_ Tis to come to God as a Child to his Father, 

to his Father's Houſe, to his Father's Arms, and 

to cry Abba, Father. To come as a Petitioner 


to bis Prince, is a Privilege; but to come as a 


Child to his Father is a Pleaſare; and this Plea. 
ſure have all the Saints, that have receiv'd the 
Spirit of Adoption. They can look up to the 
God that znade them, as one that loves them, 
aid as a tender Compaſſion for them, as a Fa- 
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ther has for his Children, Pal. 103. 13. and de- 
lights to do them Good, taking Pleaſure in their 


Proſperity; as one whom tho? they have offended, 


yet Is reconciPd to them, owns them as his 


Children, and encourages them to call him Fa- 
ther. 


When he afflicts them, they know ee'tis in 
Love, and for their Benefit, and that ſtill it is 


their Father's good Pleaſure to give them the King- 
dom, Luke 12. 32. 


When Ephraim bemoan'd 
himſelf as a Bullock unaccuſlom'd to the He, God 
bemoan'd him as a dear don, as a pleaſant Child, 
Jer. 31. 13, 20. And if even Prodigals when Pe- 
nitents become pleaſant Children to God, furely 
they have no Reaſon to be zxpleaſant to the- 
ſelves. : EO „„ 
But this is not all, 'tis not only to come to 

God as a Father, who hiiuſeilf loves us, John 16. 

27. but it is to come to him 1 the Name of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, who is our Advocate with the Father; 
that by theſe 2 immutable thing, we might have 
firong Conſulation, that we have not only a God 
to go to, but an Advocate to introduce us to 


him, and to ſpeak for us. Believing in Chriſt is 
_ ſometimes exprels'd by reſoycing iu him; for it is 


a Complacency of Soul in the Methods which in- 
finite Wiſdom has taken, of bringing God and 
Man together by a Mediator, We are the Cir- 
cumciſion that rejoyce in Chriſt Feſus, Phil. 3. 3. not 
only rely upon him, but r iumph in him. Paul 

is not only not aſham'd of the Croſs of Chriſt, 


but he glorres in it, Gal. 6, 14, And when the 


Euuuch is brought to believe in Chriſt with all 
his Fleart, he goes on bis Way rejoycing, highly 


3 pleas'd with what he has done, 


What a Pleafure, what a Satisfaction is it, to 
lodge the great Concerns of our Souls and Eter- 
nity (which, ſurely, we cannot but have ſome 
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careful Thoughts about) in ſuch a skilful faithful 


Hand as that of our Lord Jeſus? And this we do 


by Faith. To caſt the Bartheu upon him who is 
able to ſave to the uttermoſt, and as willing as he 
is able, and thus to make ourſelves eaſy! How 
is bleſſed Paul elevated at the Thought of this? 
Who is he that condemneth? It is Chriſt that dy'd, 
ea, rather is riſen again, Rom. 8. 34. And with 
what Pleaſure doth he reflect upon the Confi- 
dence he had put in Jeſus Chriſt? 2 Tim. I. 12. 
I ud whom I have believed, and he is able to 
| keep that which I have committed to him againſt 
that Day. They that kaow what it is to be 12 
Pain for Sin, and 7 Care to obtain the Favour _ 
of God, cannot but know what a Pleaſure it is 


to believe in Chriſt as the Propitiation for our 
Sins, and our Interceſſor with Gm. 


_ How can we live a more pleaſant Life, than 

to hive by the Faith of the Son of God, Gal. 2. 20, 
to be continually depending on him, and deriving 

from him, and referring all to him; and as we 
have aeceiv'd him, ſo to walk in him? Tis in 
| Believing that we are fill d with Joy and Peace, 
Rom. 17. „ „ Ss an 
foarthly, Co be religious, is 20 enjoy God in all 
our Creature. Comforts; and is not that pleaſant? 
It is to take the common Supports and Conve- 


niences ot Lite, be they of the richeſt, or be they 


ef the meazeſt, as the Products of his providen- 

tial] Care concerning us, and the Gitts of his 
Bounty to us, and in them to Zaſte and ſee 
that the Lord is good, Pal. 34. 8. good to all, 


good to us, It is to look above ſecond Cauſes 


10 the firſt, through the Creature to the Creator, 

ard to fay concerning every thing that is agree- _ 
able and ſerviceable ro us, This lad, and this 
_ 1 46ve from the Hand of my beavenly Father. 


What 
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What a noble Taſte and Reliſh doth this put in- 


to all the Bleſſings with which we are daily load- 
ed, Our Health and Eaſe, our Reſt and Sleep, our 
Food and Raiment, all the Satisfaction we have 


in our Relations, Peace in our Dwellings, Succeſs 
in our Catlings, the Sweetneſs of theſe is more 


than doubled, tis highly raid, when by our 
Religion we are taught and enabled to ſee them 
all coming to us from the Goodneſs of God, as 


our great Benefactor, and thus to ejoy thein 3 | 


ly, 1 Tim. 6. 17, while thoſe who look no fur- 
ther than the Creature, exjoy them very poorly, 
and but as the inferior-Creatures do. | 

Carnal irreligious People, tho' they take a 


greater Liberty in the Ule of the Delights of 
Senſe than good People dare take, and therein 
think they hive the Advantage of them, yet I 


am confident they have not half the tive Delight 


in ther that good People have, not only becauſe. 


all Exceſſes are a Force upon Nature, and Sas." 
feits are as paintul as Hunger and Thirſt, but be. 


cauſe, tho' they do not thus abuſe God's S good 
Orcatures, yet they deprive themſelves of the 
Comfort of receiving them from their Father's 


Hand becauſe they are not affected to him as o- 


bedient Children. They knew not that I gave them 


Corn, and Wine, aud Oil, Hoſea 2. 8. They 
make ule of the Creature, but, as in 1/a, 22. 11. 
They have nit looked unto the Maker thereof, nor 
haa Rejpedt to him that faſpion'd it long ago, as 
god People do, and fo they come ſhuit of the 
Þlcalure which good People have. 2 

IS it not pleaſant to taſte Covenant- Love in 
common Mercies? very pleaſant to fee the Hand 
of our heavenly Father f{preading our Table, fil- 


ling our Cup, making our Houſes fate, and our 


Beds Eaſy ? This they do, that * Faith bave their 
Eyes 
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Eyes ever towards the Lord, that by Prayer fetch 


in his Blefling upon all their Enjoyments, and by 


Praiſe give the Glory of them to that Mercy of 
yp. And when thus a2 
_ continual Regard is had to that Mercy, an abun- 


his which ezdureth for ever. 


dant Sweezneſs is thereby infusd into all the Com- 
forts of this Life; for as the #rath and Curſe 


of God is the Hormusod and the Gall, Lam. 3. 
19. in all the Afidions and Miſeries of this 


Life, ſo his Loving Kiudneſs is the Honey and 


Oil in all the Comforts and Enjoyments of this | 


| Liſe; that's it that is Herter than Life, Pſal. 63. 
3, F. and which is abundantly ſatisfying ; which 
puts Gladneſs into the Heart beyond the Foy of 
Har veſt, Pſal. 4. 6, 7. Then tne Nations are 


glad, and ſing for Joy, when not only he Earth 
yields her Increaſe, but with it God, even their 
own God, gives them his Bleſſing, Pſal, 67. 4, 6. 


And when the Church is brought to ſuch a Senſe 
of God's Grace, as to cry out, Hu great is bis 
Wi Goodneſs, and how great is his Beauty, Zach. 9. 
157. it follows that then Cora ſhall make the young 
Men chearfal, intimating that we have no oy of 
our Enjoyments, no true Joy of them, till we 


are led by theſe Streams to the Fountain. To zhe 
Pare, all things are pure, Tit. 1. 14. and the more 
pure they are, the more pleaſant they are, 


upon God, and to commit all our Ways and Works 


t him, with an Aſſurance that he will care for aus, 
And is not this pleaſant? 'Tis a very ſenſible 


Pleaſure to be eas'd of ſome preſſing Burthen 


which we are ready to ſink under; and Care is 

{| ſuch a Burthen: *Tis a Heavizeſs in the Heart 
ef Man, which maketh it to ſtuoop. Now true Re- 
! | ligion enables us to ackzowledge God in all our 
Mays, Prov. 3. 6. and then depend upon him to 


direct 
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direct our Steps, and follow his Directions, not 
leaning to var own Underſtanding: It is to refer 


ourſelves, and the Diſpoſal of every thing that 
concerns us in this World, to God, and to his 


Will and Wiſdom, with an intire Acquieſcence 
in his Award and Arbitration; Here I am, let 


the Lord do with me as ſeemeth good in his Eyes, 
2 Sam. 15. 26. : „ = 
To be truly godly, is to have our Wills melt- 
ed into the Will of God in every thing, and to 
ſay Amen to it, not only as a Prayer, but as a 


Covenant; Father in Heaven, thy Will be done; 
not as I will, but as thou wilt. Tis to be fully 


reconcil'd to all the Diſpoſals of the Divine Pro- 
vidence, and Methods of Divine Grace, both 


4 concerning others and ourſelves: To be ſatisfy'd 


that all zs well that God doth, and will appear ſo 


at laſt when the Myftery of God ſhall be finthed, 


Aud how doth the Mind enjoy itſelf that is come 


to this! How eaſy is it! * Tis not only freed from 


rackiog Anxieties, but fill'd with pleaſing Proſpects: 


Fears are hereby filenc'd, and Hopes kept up and _ 
elevated. Nothing can come amiſs to thoſe, } 


who have thus been taught by the Principles of 
their Religion to make the beſt of that which is, 


. | becauſe it is the Will of God; which is making 
a Virtue of Neceſſity. ME: . 


What uncomfortable Lives do they live, that 
are continually Fretting at that which cannot be 
belß' d, quarrelling with the Diſpoſals of Provi- 
dence, when they cannot alter them, and thus 


by contracting Guilt as well as by indulging 


Grief, doubling every Burthen? But how plea- 
ſantly do they travel through the Wilderneſs of 
this World, that conſtantly follow the Pillar of 
Cloud and Fire, and accommodate themſelves to 
their Lot, whatever it is? That like Paul, 3 
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Chriſt ſtrengthning them, have learn'd i every 
Eſtate to be content, know how to want, and how 

„%% / SB a 
Religion brings the Mind to the Condition, 
whatever it is, and ſo makes it caſy, becauſe the 
Condition, tho? it be not in every thing to our 
Mind, it is according to God's Mind, who in 
all Occurrences performeth the thing that is ap- 
pointed for us, Job. 23. 14. and will make all 
 auork for good to them that love him. When the 
Pſalmiſt had directed us to delight ourſelves al- 
ways in the Lord, Plal. 37. 4, 5. that is, to make 
our Religion a conſtant Pleaſure to ourſelves, 
he directs us in order thereunto to commit our 
Way unto the Lord, to truſt alſo in him that he 

will bring it to paſs, ſo as that we ſhall have he 
Deſire ef our Heart. And when St. Paul had 


encourag'd us to be care ful for nothing, but in e- 


very thing to make our Kequeſts known to God, he 
_ aſſures us, that if we do fo, zhe Peace of God, 
which paſſeth all Underſtanding, ſhall keep our 
Hearts and Minds, Phil. 4. 6, 7. 
Siæxthly, To be religious, is to rejoyce in the 
Lord always, Phil. 3. 1. and 4. 4. And is not that 
pleaſant? It is not only one ot the Frivileges of 
our Religion that we may rejoyce, but it is made 
one of the Duties of it: We are defcQive in our 
| Religion, if we do not live a Lifeg of Compla- 
cency in God, in his Being, his Attributes, and 
Relations to us. It ſhould be a conſtant Plea- 
ſure to us, to think that there is a God; that he 
is ſuch a one as the Scripture has reveal'd him 
to be, a Being infinitely wiſe and powerful, ho- 
ly, juſt, and good ; that this God governs the 
World, and gives Law to ail the Creatures; 
that he is our Owner and Ruler; that in his Hand 
Our Breath is, in his Hand ous Times, our Henn, 
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and all our Ways are. Thus certainly it ir, and 


tus it muſt be, and happy they that can pleaſe Þ} 
- themſelves with theſe Thoughts; as thoſe muſt / 


needs be a conſtant Terror to themſelves, who _ 
could with it were otherwiſe, 


They who thus delight in God have always 


ſomething. and ſomething very commanding too, 
_ to aelight in; a Fountain of Joy that can never 


be cither ehauſted or ſtopp'd up, and to which 


they may always have Acceſs. How few ate 


there that live many Days, and rejoyce in them 
all! Ecclef. 11,8. Such a thing is ſupposd indeed, 


but it is never Hund true in any, but thoſe that 


make God their Joy, the Gladneſs of their Foy, 


as the Pſalmiſt exprefleth it, P/al. 43. 4. their ex-_ 


ceeaing Foy; and in him it is intended the Joy 
ſhould terminate, when we are bid to rejoyce e- 


vermore, 4 e. . 16. „„ 
The Onverſion of the Nations to Chriſt, and 
his holy Religion, is often propheſy'd of in the 
Old Teſtament, under the Notion of their being 
brought into a State of holy Joy; Pſal. 96. 11. and 


97. I. and 108. 1. Let the Earth rejoyce that the 
Lord reigns, aud let the Multitude of Jes be glad 
zhereof; rejayce ye Gentiles with his People. The 


Goſpel is glad Tydings of great Foy to all People, 
| Rom. 15. 10. When Samaria receiv'd the Goſpel, 


there was great Foy in that City, Acts S. 8. ſo eſ- 


And the Converſation of thoſe that are joyn'd 


to the Lord, when it is as it ſhould be, is chear- 
ful and joyful : They are call'd upon to walk in 
the Light of the Lord, Pal. 138. 5. and to „ing 
in the Mays of the Lord, Iſa. 2. 5. and to ſerve 
the Lord their God with Foyfulneſs and Gladneſs 
ef Heart in the abundance of all things, Deut. 28. 


47. yea, and in the want of all things too, Hab. 
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: 8 | ? | : 
17. Tho the Fig: tree do not bloſſom, and there wi 


ve wo Fruit in the Vine: Has God now accepted du 
__ thee, and zhy Yorks in Jeſus Chriſt, Go 2h Way, n 
eat thy Bread with Foy, and drink thy Wine with 
. merry Heart, Eccl. 9. 7. It is the Will of God 
that his People ſhould be a cheartul People, that 
his [/rael ſhould rejoyce in every good thing which 
the Lord their God giveth them, Deut. 26. 11. ſo 
that it is their own Fault if they have not a con- 
Ks tinual Feaſt, and be not made to rejuyce with the + 
W | Out-goings of every Morning and every Evening; 
Wo for the Compaſſions of that God in whom they 
8 are not only conſtant, but ew and fre 
daily. 5 . 3 | 5 . 
 Seventhly, To be religions, is to make a Buſi- | 
_ weſs of praiſing God: And is not that pleaſant? 
It is indeed very ##pleaſant, and much againſt 
the Grain, to be oblig'd continually to praiſe one 
that is not worthy of Praiſe; but what can be 
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more pleaſant, than to praiſe him to whom all. 7% 
Praiſe is due, and ours particularly? to whom _ *© A 
MW We and all the Creatures lie under all poſſible T 
_ ny Obligations; who is worthy of, and yet exalted 1 


Far above all Blefling and Praiſe; from whom all 
things are, and therefore #9 whom all things 4. 
„ no $3 
There is little Pleaſure in praiſing one, whom 5 
none praiſe that are wiſe and gdod, but only the 
Fools in Iſrael: But in praiſing God we concur 
With the bleſſed Angels in Heaven, and all the 
Saints, and do it in conſort with them, who the 
more they know him, the more they praiſe him. 
Bleſs the Lyrd, ye his Angels, and all his Hoſts; 
and therefore, with what Pleaſure can I caſt in 
my Mite into ſuch a Treaſury, Bleſs the Lord, O 
J 1 


„ „„ „een 


5 There 


: 


1 


4 
. 

3 
"8 
3 

WW 
+ 
7 

5 


e 


Being RELIGIOUS. 43 
There is little Pleaſure in praiſing one, W bo 
will not regard our Praiſes, nor take Notice of 


our Expreſſions of Eſteem and Affection: But 
when we offer to God the Sacrifice of Praiſe con- 
tinually, (according to the Obligation which our 
Religion lays upon us) that is the Fruit of our 
Lips g:ving Thanks to his Name, Heb. 13.15. we 


offer it to one that takes Notice of it, accepts it, 


is well pleas'd with it, ſmells @ Savour of Reſt | 


from it, Gen. S. 21. and will not fail to meet 
thoſe with his Mercies, that follow him with 


their Praiſes; for he hath ſaid, that they that of- 
ter Praiſe glorify him; ſuch a favourable Conſtru— 


Etion doth he put upon it, and ſuch A high Stamp 
upon coarſe Metal. ; | 


Now what is it that we have to do in Reli- 


gion but to praiſe God? We are taken into Co- 


venaut with God, that we ſhould be to him for 


a Name, aud for a Praiſe, Jer, 13. 11. are called 


into his marvellous Light, that we ſhould foew 
forth the Praiſes of him that called us, 1 Pet. 2.9. 
And how can we be more comfortably employ'd? 
They are therefore bleſſed, that dwell in God's 


| Houſe, for they will be flill praiſing him, Pſal. $4. 


4. And it is a good thing, good in it ſelf, and good 
for us; 'tis very pleaſant 20 give Thanks unto the 
Lord, and to Het forth his Praiſes, Rſal. 135. 3. 
and 92. I, for we cannot do ourſelves a greater 


Honour, or fetch in a greater Satisfaction, than 


by giving unto the Lord the Glory due unto his 
Name: It is not only a Heaven upon Earth, but 
it is a Pledge and Earneit of a Heaven in Hea- 
ven too; for if we be here every Day bleſſing 


God, Pſal. 147. 2. we ſhall be praiſing him for e- 


ver and ever; for thus all that ſhall go to Hea- 
ven hereafter, begin their Heaven now. Com- 
pare the helliſh Pleaſure which ſome cake in pro- 
EE TRY. VVV faning 
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faning the Name of God, and the heavenly Plea- f 
fſure which others take in glorifying it, and tel! 


me which is preferable. | . 
Eigbtbly, To be religious, is 20 have all our in- 
ordinate Appetites corrected and regulated: And 


is not that pleaſant? To be eas'd from Pain is a 1 
ſenſible Pleaſure, and to be eas'd from that which 


1s the Diſeaſe and Diſorder of the Mind is a 


mental Pleaſure. Thoſe certainly live a moſt un- 
_ Pleaſant uncomfortable Life, that are Slaves to 


their Appetites, and indulge themſelves in the 
Gratifications of Senſe tho' never fo criminal; 

that Jay the Reins in the Neck of their Luſts, 
and with. Hold not their Hearts from any Foy. The 
 Drankaras and Unclean, tho' they are laid to give 
_ themſelves to their Pleaſures, yet really they e- 
ſtrange themſelves from that which is true Plea- 
ſure, and ſubje& themſelves to a continual Pain 
and Unealineſs, % 
The Carnal Appetite is often overcharg'd, and 
that's a Burthen to the Body, and its Diſtemper : 


| When enough js as good as a Feaft, I wonder 


what Pleaſure it can be to take more than e- 
_ woxgh ; and the Appetite the more it is indulg'd, 
the more hamonrſome and troubleſome it grows; 
tis ſurfeited but not ſatisfied; it doth but grow 
more 7 fpezuous and more imperious. Tis true 
of the Body, what Solomon ſays of a Servant, 
Prov. 29. 21. He that delicately bringeth up his 
Servant from a Child, ſhall have him become his 


Son, nay his Maſter, at the length. If we ſuffer 1 
the Body to get Dominion over the Soul, ſo that 


the Intereſts of the Soul muſt be damag'd to 
gratify the inclinations of the Body, it will be a 


| Tyrant, as a Uſurper generally is, and will rale 


with Kigour: And as God ſaid to the People, 


1 Sam. 8. 18, when by Samuel he had ſhew'd 


them 


Plea- them the Manner of the King that they choſe, 
tell when they rejected his Government, Tu will cry 
out in that Day becauſe of your King which ye 
= have choſen you, and the Lord will not hear; ſo 
And it is With thoſe that bring themſelves into Diſor- 
sa ders, Diſeaſes, and Terrors by the Indulgence of 


their Luſts; who can pity them? they are well 


in- 


hich I 
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uſts, 


give 


ey e- 4 
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enough ſerv'd for ſetting ſuch a King over them, 


I bo hath Woe? Who hath Sorrow? Prov. 23. 


to ! 
| the 
inal; = 


29. None ſo much as they that zarry long at the 


Wine, tho” they think themſelves to have the Mo- 


nopoly of Pleaſure, The Truth is, they that live 


The ; in theſe Pleaſures are dead while they live, 1 Tim. 


5. 6. and while they fancy themſelves to take 
the greateſt Liberty, really find themſelves in the 
greateſt Slavery; for they are led Captive by 


Man is overcome, of the ſame is he bronght in 
Bondage, 3; wp hoe 1 WS | 
And if the Carnal Appetite have not gain'd 
ſuch a compleat Poſſeſſion, as quite to extinguiſh. 


I all the Remains of Reaſen and Conſcience; thoſe 
2 e- 


noble Powers, ſince they are not permitted to give 
Law, will give Diſturbance; and there are few 
that have ſo full an Enjoyment of the forbidden 
Pleaſures of Senſe, but that they ſometimes feel 


the Checks of Reaſon, and the Terrors of Con- 


ſcience, which marr their Mirth, as the Hand- 


bis writing on the Wall did Be//hazzar's, and make 
fer 
that 


their Lives uncomfortable to them, and jxftly ſo, 
which makes them the More /o, e 

Now to be religious, is to have the exorbitant 
Power of thoſe Luſts and Appetites broken, and 


ſince they will not be ati) d, to have them mor- 


riß d, and brought into a quiet Submillion to the 
commanding Faculties of the Soul, according to 
the Direction of the Divine Law ; and thus the 

| 5 eace 
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Government in the Soul. „ 
Thoſe certainly live the ,moſt eaſy, healthful, 
pleaſant Lives, that are moſt ſober, temperate, 
and chaſte; that allow not themſelves to eat of 
any forbidden Tree, tho' pleaſant to the Eye; that 
live regularly, and are the Maſters, not the Ser- 
vants, of their own BHellies, 2 Cor. 9. 27. that 
keep under their Bodies, and bring them into Sub- 


Ii 1 jection to Religion and right Reaſon; and by lay- 


ing the Axe to the Root, and breaking vicious Ha- 
bits, Diſpoſitions, and Deſires, in the Strength of 
Divine Grace have made the refraining of vicious 
Ads very caly and pleaſant. Rom. 8. 13. If thro 
#he Spirit we mortify the Deeds of the Body, we 
Jive, we live pleaſaml rt... 5 
VNMinibliy, To be religious, is #9 have all our un- 
ruly Paſſions likewiſe govern'd and ſubdu'd: And 
is not that pleaſant? Much of our Torment a- 
riſeth from our intemperate Heats, Diſconteut at 
the Providence of God, Fre:falzeſ5 at every croſs 
Occurrence, Fear of every iinaginary Evil, Exvy 
at thoſe that are jin better State than ourſelves, 
Malice againſt thoſe that have injur'd us, and an 
angry Reſentment of every the leaſt Provncation : 
Theſe ere Thorns and Briars in the Soul; theſe 
ſpoil all our Enjoyments, both of ourſelves, and 
of our Friends, and of our God too; theſe make 
Mens Lives z#pleaſazr, and them a Terror to 
themſelves, and to all about them. 8 
But when by the Grace of God theſe Roots of 
Bitterneſs are pluck d up, which hear ſo much G 
and Wormwood, and we have learn'd of our Ma- 
ſter to be meek and lowly in Heart, Mat. 11.29, 
wie find Reſt to our Souls, We enter into the plea- 
ſant Land. There is ſcarce any of the Graces of 
2 Chriſtian, that have more of a preſent Tranqui - 


Peace is preſerv'd, by ſupporting good Order and L 
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lity and Satisfaction, both inherent in them, and 
annexed to them, than this of Aeekneſs, The 

Meek ſhall eat, and be ſatisfy'd; Pſalm. 22. 26. 

they ſhall znherit the Earth; Mat. f. 5. they ſhall 
delight themſelves in the Abundance of Peace; 
Pſal. 37. 11. and they ſhall encreaſe their Foy in 
the Lord, Iſa. 29. 19, which nothing diminiſeth 
more than ungovern'd Paſſion ; for that grieves the 
Spirit of Grace, the Comforter, and provokes _ 
him to withdraw, Eph. 4. 30, 24. 
How pleaſant is it, for a Man to be Maſter of 


his own Thoughts, to bave a Calmneſs and Se- 


renity in his own Mind, as thoſe have, that have 
Rale over their own Spirits, and thereby are 
kept in Peace. Peace, that will break an angry Man's 
Heart, that will not break a meek Man's Sleep. 
Tenuthly, To be Religious, is to dwell in Love 
20 all our Brethren, and to do all the Good we can 
in this World: And is not that pleaſant? Love is 
the Fulfilling of the Law; *Tis the ſecond great 
Commandment to Love our Neighbour as our 
ſelves, Rom, 13. 10. All our Duty is ſum'd up 

in one Word, which as it is a ſhort Word, ſo it 

is a ſweet Word, Love. Bghold how good, and how 
pleaſant it is to live in holy Love; Pſal. 133. I. 
*tis not only pleating to God, and amiable in the 
Eyes of all good Men, but it will be very com- 
fortable to our ſelves; for they that dwell in Love, 


duell in God, and God in them, 1 John 4. 16. 


Religion teacheth us to be eaſy to our Relati- 
ons, and to pleaſe them well in all Things, neither 
to give, nor reſeut Provocations, to bear with 
their lnfirmities, to be courteous and obliging to 
all with whom we converſe ; to keep our Tem- 
per, andthe Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of our own 
Souls, whatever Affronts are given us; And can 

MY i Sho | any 
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any Thing contribute more to our Living pleas 
B IJ Love we enjoy our Friends, and have Com- 
munion with them in all their Comforts, and ſo add 
to our own; Rejoycing with them that do rejoyce 
1. Theſ. 3. 9. By Love we recommend ourſelves 
to their Love, and what more delightful than 
to love, and be belov'd? Love is the very Element 
of a pure and ſanctify'd Mind, the ſweet Air it 
| breaths in, the Cement of the beſt Society, which 
Contributes ſo much to the Pleaſure of Human 
Life. The Sheep of Chriſt united in Flocks by the 
Bond of Holy Love, lye down toegther in the Green 
Paſtures by the Still Waters, where there is not only 
Plenty, but Pleaſure, The Apoſtle exhorting 
his Friends to be of good Comfort, 2 Cor. 13. 
11. and to go on chearfully in their Chriſtian 


| Courſe, exhorts them, in order to that, to be of | 
ene Mind and to live in Peace, and then the God of ! 


Love and Peace will be with them. 
And what Pleaſure comparable to that of Doing 
good? *Tis ſome Participation of the Pleaſure of 


the Eternal Mind, who delights to ſhew Mercy, 


and to do goed; Nay, beſides the Divinity of this 
Pleaſure, there is a Humanity in it; the Nature 


of Man, if it be notdebauch'd and vitiated, can- 


not but takePleaſure in making any Body ſafe and 
eaſy. 
had caus'd the Widyws Heart to ſing for Foy, had 
been Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the Lame, and 
a Father to the Poor, and that they had been warm- 
ed with the Fleece of his Sheep. Job 29. 13, 15, 16. 


"and 31. 20. The Pleaſure that a good Man hath in 


doing good, confirms that Saying of our Savi- 
 eur's, That it 1s more bleſſed to give, than to re- 
ceive, Ads 20, 25, 85 


Ele venthly, To be Religious, is to live a Life of 


Cmmunion with God; And is not that pleaſant ? 
3 8 Sooo 


It was a Fleaſure to Job, to think that he 
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as F deal of Condeſcention to us, and Concern for us, 
2 ſpeaking freely to us, as a Man doth to his Friend, 


and about our own Buſincſs, ſpeating comfurta- 1 


13. 


tian 


be of 
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: dence. Herein conſiſts the Lyfe of Religion, to 
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| Good Chriſtians being take ninto Friendfhip ,have 
\ Fellowſhip with the Father, and with his Sor Fe- 


5 4 ſe Chriſt, 1 John 3. 3. and make it their Buſineſs 


to keep up that Holy Converſe and Correſpon- 


2 converſe with God, to receive his Communicati- 
ons of Mercy and Grace to us, and to returu Pi- 
ous and Devout Affe tions to him; And can any 
Life be more comfortable? Is there any Conver- 
7 ſation, that can poflibly be ſo pleaſant as this to a 
Soul that knows it 1elf, and its own Powers and | 
2 Intereſts? 
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In Reading and Meditating upon the Ward of 
God, we hear God ſpeaking to us with a great. 


bly to us in Compaſſion to our diitreſstul Cafe; 
and what can be morepleaſant tothoſe who have 
a Value for the Favour of God, and are in Care 
about the Intereſts of their own Souls; Pſal. 141. 
6, When their Judges are overthrown in Stony 
Places, they ſhall hear my Wuras for they are ſweet ; 
the Words of God will be very ſweet to thoſe 


who ſee theinfelves overthrown by Sin, and fo 


they will be to all that love God; with what an 
Air of Pleaſure doth the Spoule ſay, Ic is the 


Voice of my Beloved, and he ſpeaks to me? Cant. 


. 
in Prayer and Praiſe v we ſpeak to Gud, and we 


have Liberty of Speech, have leave to utter all our 


Words before the Lord, as Fepthah did his in Mix- 


peh, Jud. 11. 11. we ſpeak to one whoſe Ear is 


Pro is -ow'd to our Prayers, nay to whom the 
rayer of the Upright is a Delight, Prov. 15. 8. 


| which cannot but make it very much a Delight 


to them to Pray. 'Tis is not only an eaſe to a bur- 
| then'd 


1 The PLEASURE * 
Then'd Spirit to unboſom it ſelf to ſuck a Friend 
as God is, but a Pleaſure to a Soul that knows 


its own Extraction, to haveſuch a Boldneſs, as all 


Believers have, to eter into the Holieſt. 

Nay, we may as truly have Communion with 
God in Providences as in Ordinances, and in the 
Duties of Common Converſation, as in Religious 
Exerciſes; and thus that Pleaſure may become a 
Continual Feaſt to our Souls, What can be 


more pleaſant, than to have a God to go to, 


whom we may acknowledge in all our Ways, and 
whom our Eyes are ever zowards; Pſal. 25. 15. 
to ſee all our Comforts coming to us from his 
Hand, and all our Croſſes too; to refer our ſelves 
end all Events that are concerning us to his Diſ- 
poſe, with an Aſſurance that he will order all for 
the beſt? What a Pleaſure is it, to behold the 
Peauty of the Lord in all his Works; and to taſte 


te Guodneſs of the Lord in all his Gifts, in all our 


Expectations to ſee every Man's Judgment pro- 
çeeding from him; to make God our Hope, and 
God our Fear, and God our Joy, and God our 
Life, and God our All? This isto live a Life of 
j % nin 
Tuelſihiy, To be Religious, is to keep up a 
conſtaut believing Proſpect of the Glory to be re- 
wealld:; It is ic ſet Eternal Life before us as the 
Mark we aim at, aud the Prize we run for, and 
to ſeek the Things that are Above, Col, 3. 
1. Ard is not this pleaſant? It is our Duty to 


think much of Heaven, to place our Happineſs 


in its Joys, and thitherward to dire& our Aims 
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be more pleaſing We have need, ſometimes, to 

| frighten our ſelves from Sin, with the Terrors of 

Eternal Death; But it is much more a Part of 

dur Religion, to encourage our. ſelves in our Duty 
1 3 wit 


1 with the Hopes of that Eternal Life which God 
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hath given us, that Life which rs in his San. 1 John 


- W hat iS Chriſtianity, but having our Conner Ly 
ſation in Fleaven, Phil. 3. 26. trading with the 


New Feruſalem, and keeping up a conſtant Cor- 
reſpondence with that Better Country, that is the 
Heavenly, as the Country we beloupg to, and are 


in Expedationsf, to which we remit our beſt Ef- 


fects and beſt Affections; where our Head and 


Home is, and where we Hope and long to be. 
Then we areas we ſhould be, when our Minds 

are in a Heavenly Frame and Temper; then we 
do as we ſhould do, when weare employ'din the 


Heavenly Work, as we are capable of doing it 


in this lower World, and isnot our Religion then 


3 a Heavenupon Earth? If there be a Fulneſs of Joy 
and Pleaſure in that Glory and Happineſs, which 


is Grace and Holizeſs perfected; there cannot 
but be an Abundance of Joy and Pleaſurein that 


| Graceand Holineſs, which is Glory and Happineſs be- 


gun. If there will beſuch a compleat Satisfaction in 


Viſion and Fruition, there cannot but be a great deal 


in Faith and Hope, ſo well founded, as that of the 
Saints is. Hence we are ſaid, Believing to rejoyce 


(| with Foy unſpeakable, 1 Pet. 1. 8. and to be H 


with Foy and Peace in Believing, Rom. 15. 13. 

It is the Character of all God's People, that 
they are born from Heaven, and bound tor Hea- 
ven, and have laid up their Treaſure in Heaven; 
and they that know how great, how rich, how. 
glorious, and how well fecur'd, that Happineſs 
is to all Believers, cannot but own, that if that 
be their Character, it cannot but be their unſpeak- 


able Comfort and Delight. 


Now lay all this together, and then tell me, whe- 
ther Religion be nota n thing indeed, when 
| 2 ETen 
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even the Duties of it themſelves are ſo much the f 

Delights of it; And whether we do not ſerve a 7 

good Maſter, who has thus made our Work its 1 

own Wages, and has graciouſly provided T we 8 
Heavens fot thoſe, that never deſetv'd se. 

F 

„ ũ ͤ ä ů 

T he Pleaſantneſs of Religion prov'd, from 1be 2 

Proviſion that is made for the Comfort of | \ 

thoſe that are Reli icus, and the Privile- 7 

ges they are entitled to. „„ 

V RE 

E have already found by Exqziry, (O! that | 5 

YY wecould all ſay, we had found by Experi- 

ence!) that the very Principles and Practices of v 

Religion themſelves have a great deal of Plea- F 

ſantneſs in them, and the one half of that has not n 


been told us; and yet the Comfort that azzerds 
Religion, and follows after it, cannot but exceed 
that which is iherent init, and comes with it, If 
the Work of Righteouſneſs be Peace, much more 
is the Effect of Righteouſneſs lo, Ia, 32. 17, If 
the Precepts of Religion have ſuch an Air of ſweet- 
neſs in them, what then have the Comforts of it? 
Behold Happy i«the People, even in this World, 
| whoſe God is the Lord, „ 1 
Wie muſt conclude, that they that walk in the 
Ways of Holy Wiſdom, have, or may have, true | 
Peace and Pleaſure; for God hath both raten care 
for their Comfort, and given them Cauſe to be 
comforted, ſo that if they do not live eaſily and 
pleaſantly, it is their own Fault, 
Firſt, The God whom they ſerve, hath, in gene- 
ral, taken care for their Comfort, and has done 
6 8 ddnough 
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Being RELIGIOUS. 3 
enough to convince them, that it is his Will they 
ſhould be comforted; that he not only gives them 


Leave to be chearful, but would have them to be 


ſo; for what could have been done more to the 
Satisfaction of his Family, then he has done in it? 
1. There is a Parchaſe made of Peace and 


Pleaſure for them, ſo that they come to it farrly, 
and by a good Title. 


He that parchas'd them 
a peculiar People to himſelf, took care they ſhould 


} be a Pleaſant People, that their Comforts might be 
2 Credit to his Cauſe, and the Joy of his Servants 


in his Work might be a Reputation to his Family. 
We have not only Peace with God throagh our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, Rom. F. 1, 2, 3. but Peace 
in our own Conſciencies too; not only Peace a- 
bove, but Peace within; and nothing leſs will 
pacify an offended Cotiſcience, than that which 


! ſatiify'd an offended God, Yet this is not all, 


we have not only inward Peace, but we rejoyce in 


Hope of the Glory of God, and triumph over, 
nay, we triumph in Tribulation, 
Think what a vaſt Expence (if I may ſo ſay) God 
was at, of Blood and Treaſure, to lay up for us, |! 
and ſecure to us, not only a future Bliſs, but 


preſent Pleaſure, and the Felicities not only of 
our Home, but of our Way, Chriſt had Trox- 
ble, that we might have Peace; Pain, that we 


might have Pleaſure; Sorrow, that we might have 


Toy. He wore the Crows of Thorns, that he 
might Crown us with Roſes, and a laſting Joy 
might be #poy our Heads, He put on the Spirit 
of Heavineſs, that we might be array'd with the 
The Garden was the Place 
of his Agony, that it might he tous a Garden of 
Eden, and there it was, that he idented with his 
Proſecutors for the Diſciples, upon his Sur- _ 
rendring himſelf, ſaying in, Effe& to all Agonies, 
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them depart in Peace. 


Chriſt, by dying, wrought out, and brought in. 
_ This is the Foundation of the Treaty of Peace, 
and conlequently the Fountain of all thoſe 


it is, That all zhe Seed of Iſrael glory, when they 
5 ouſueſs and Strength, Ia, 45. 24, 25, and then 


they have learned to call Chriſt by this Name, 
The Lord our Righteouſneſs, Jerem. 23. 6. If 
Chriſt had not gone to the Father, as our High 
Prieſt, with the Blood of ſprinkling in his Hand, 
Wie could never have Keſoyc'd, but muſt have been 
always Trembling. 5 . e 


as he made Peace for us with God, but as he 
preached to them that were afar off, and to them 


whenever they may have Trouble in the World, 


Cloſe of that Ordinance, which Chriſt inſtituted, 


of Foy, and preached a Sermon of Comfort, to intimate, 
give us everlaſting Conſolation, and good Hope 
through Grace, 2 | hef, 2. 16. and hat we ſhould 
aim at, in all our Commemorations of his Death, 


_ © any of thoſe who were delign'd to have the Be- Wi 
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as he did to them, If ye ſeek me let theſe go their 
Way, John18. 8. If 1 be refign'd to Trouble, let 


This was that which made Wiſdom's Ways 
Pleaſautneſs, the ederlaſting Righteonſneſs which 


Conſolations, which Believers are happy in. Then 
can each of them ſay, In the Lord have I Righte- 


iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely, in a holy Security, when 


_ Chriſt is our Peace, Eph. 2. 1 4, 17. not only 


that were nigh ; and has engag'd, that his People, 


ſhall have Peace in him, John 16. 33. upon the 
Aſſurance of which, they may be of good Cheer, 
Whatever happens. It is obſervable, that in the 


in zhe Night wherein he was betrayed, to be a 
Memorial of his Sufferings, he both ſung a Hymn 


that that which he deſign'd in Dying for us, was to 
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Peace and Comfort are bought, and paid for; If 


nefit 


CTY 
> 
a 
5 
= 
3 
Pc. 
— 
ay 4 
PD 
8 
* 
a” 
— 
- 
2 
I 
* 
I 
5g 
Ps 
RV 
>) 
v9 
[2 
3: 
i: 
32 
8 
2 
Pe 4 = 
549 
© 
CHE 
1-8 
2 
1 
* 
oy 
1 
* 
N, 
f As 
*- 
8555 
Bo 
8 
, 
2 
5 
* 
dy 
* 
Ly, 
8 
72 
202 
$M 
2g 
12 
£7 
= 
* 
2 
[7 
7 
E. 
=, 
2 
5 
by. 
1 
5 
2 
54 
'% 
8 
+ 
4 
55 
* 
* 
F 
\ 


Being RELIGIOUS yy 
nefit of this Purchaſe, deprive themſelves of it, 
let them bear the blame, but let him have the Praiſe 
who intended them the Kindneſs; and who will 
take care, that tho' his Kindneſs be defer'd, it ſhall 
not be defeated; for tho' his Diſciples may be ſor- 


rowful for a time, their Sorrow fhall be turned 
into Foy, John 16. 20. 


2. There are Promiſes made to Believers of 


Peace and Pleaſure; the Benefits Chriſt bought 
for them are convey'd to them, and ſettled upon 
them in the Covenant of Grace; which is well- 


order'd in all Things, 2 Sam. 23. f. for the Com- 


J fort and Satisfaction of thoſe, who have made 


that Covenant all their Salvation, aud all. their 
Defire,, There it is, that Light i, ſown for the 
Righteous, and it will come up again in due time; 


The Promiſes of that Covenant are the /e/ls of 


Salvation, out of which they draw Hater with Jh; 
the Breaſts of Conſolation, out of which, by Faith, 


they ſuck, and are ſatisf'd, Iſa. 22, 3. and 16. 12. 


1 he Promiſes of the Old Teſtament, that point 


at Goſpel Times, ſpeak moſtly of this as the 
: Blefling reſerv'd for thoſe Times, that there ſhould 


be great Foy and Reſoyclag; Ia. 35. I. and 6. 1. 
The Deſart hall rejoyce, and bloſſom as the Roſe ;, 
Ariſe, ſhine, for thy Light is come; forthe Deſign 

of the Goſpel was to make Religion a more plea- 
ſant thing than it had been, by freeing it bothfrom:. 
the barthenſome Services Which the Jeu were 
under, and from the ſuperſtitious Fears, which 


the Heathen kept themſelves, and one another in 


Awe with; and by enlarging the Privileges of 
God's People, and making them eaſier to come 
F. very particular Believer is intereſted in the 
Promiſes made to the Church, and may put them 
in Suit, and fetch in the Comfort contained in 
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them, as every Citizen has the Benefit of the 


Charter, even the meaneſt. What a Pleaſure may 
one take in applying ſuch a Promiſe as thar, 
I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee? Or 


that, All things ſhall work for good to them that 


that love God? Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, guide 


our Feet in the Mays of Peace; and as they are a 
firm Foundation on which to build our Hopes, 


ſo they are a full Fountain from which to draw 
our Joys. By the exceeding great and precious 


Promiſes, we partake of a Divine Natare, 2Pet. 
1. 4. of this Inſtance of it as much as any, a com- 
tortable Enjoyment of our ſelves, and by all the 
other Promiſes that Promiſe is fulfill'd, Iſa. 65. 

14, If, My Servants ſhall eat, but ye ſhall be hun- 
gry; my Servan?s ſhall drink, but ye jhall be thirſty; 


my Servants ſhall rejoyce, but ve hall be aſhamed; 


my Servants ſhall fing for Jay of Heart, but ye all, 

_ cry for Sorrow of Heart; And the Encourage- 

ment given to all the Churches faithful Friends 
is made good, Rejoyce ye with Jeruſalem, and 
be glad with her all ye that love her, Iſa. 66.10. 
3. There is Proviſion made fur the / ag | 
of that which is parchas'd, and promis“ 

Saints. What will it avail, that there is Wine in 
the Veſſel, if it be not draws out? That there is a 
Cordial made up, if it be not adminiſter d? Cate is 
therefore taken, that the People of God be aſſiſted, 
in making uſe of the Comforts treaſur'd up for 
them in the Everlaſting Covenant. 


to the 


A Religious Life, one may well expe, ſhould. 


2 
5 
2 


be a very comfortable Life, for infinite Wiſdom 
has dev d all the Meaus that could be to make it 
ſo; ¶ hat could have been done more for God's 
Vineyard, Iſa. 5. 4. to make it foxriſhing as well 
as fruitful, than what he has dne in it? There is 


not only an over. flowing Fulneſs of Oil in the 
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Viſion, Zech. 
Oi to the Lamps, to keep them burning. When 
God would himſelf furniſh a Paradiſe for a be- 
loved Creature, there was nothing wanting that 
Might contribute to the Comfort of it; in it was 

Planted Every Tree that was pleaſant to the Sight 


his Office, John 3 
Comforter, 


Being RELIGIOUS. 17 
Good Olive, but Golden Pipes (as in the Prophet's 
4. 12.) for the Conveyance of that 


and good for Fiod, Gen. 2.8, 9. So in the Goſpel 


there is a Paradiſe planted, for all the faithtul 
Off-ſpring of* the ſecond Adam: A Canaan, a 
Land flowing with Mili and Honey, a pleaſant 
| Lana, a Reſt for all the ſpiritual Seed of Abraham: 
Now as God 


put Adam into Paradiſe, and 
brought Jrael into Canaan, fo he has provided 


for the Giving of Poſſeſſian to all Believers, of all 
that Comfort and Pleaſure that is laid vp for them. 
As in the Garden of Eden, Innocency and Plea- 


ſure were twiſted together, ſo in the Goſpel of 


_ Chriſt, Grace and Peace, Righteouſneſs aui Peace 
have kiſſed each other, Plal. 85. 10. and all is done 
that could be wiſh'd, in order to our entring in- 
10 this Reſt, this bleſſed Sabbatiſm, Heb. 4. 3, 9. 
So that if we have not the Benefit of it, we may 


thank our ſelves, God would have comforted us, 
and we would not be comforted, our Souls refu- 
TC SO FR ea : | 5 

Four Things are done with this View, that thoſe 


who live a Godly Life, may live a comfor- 
table pleaſant Life; and *tis Pity they ſhould receive 
the Grace of God herein in vain. 3 9 


(1.) The Bleſſed Spirit is ſent to be the Co- 
forter; He doth alſo enlighten, convince, ang 
ſanQify, but he hath his Name from this Part of 
4. 16. he is , Te 
As the Son of God was ſent to be 
the Conſolation of Iſrael, Luke 2. 25. to provide 
Matter for Comfort, ſo the Spirit of God was 
: f ſent 
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18 tent to be the Comforter, to apply the Conſolation 
1 


IQ _ wwy 


hien the Lord Jeſus has provided. Chriſt came to 
make Peace, and the Spirit toſpeak Peace and to make 
s bear Joy and Gladneſs, even ſuch as will cauſe. 
eben Bone themſelves to rejoice, Pſal. $1. 8. Chriſt 
having wrought out the Salvation for us, the Work 
' OftheSpirit is to give us the Comfort of it; Hence 
the Joy of the Saints is ſaid to be the Foy of the Ho- 
ty Ghoſt, 1 Theſ. 1. 6. becauſe it is his Office to 
_ adminiſter ſuch Comforts, as tend to the filling of 
us with Joy, AND) 8 
Sad by his Spirit #oving on the Face of the Na- 
ters, made the World according to the Word of 
nis Power; And by his Spirit moving onthe Souls 
of his People, even when they are a perfe&t Chaos, 
he creates the Fruit of the Lips, Peace, Ia. 57. 
19. the Product of the Word of his Promiſe; and 
it he did not create it, it would never be; and we 
muſt not only attend to the Word of God ſpeaking KF 
to us, but ſubmit to the Spirit of God working 
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vpon us with the Word. 55 | 
The Spirit as a Comforter, was given not oni 
for the Relief of the Saints in the ſuffering Ages 
of the Church, but to continue with the Church 4 
always to the End, for the Comfort of Believers 4 
in reference to their conſtant Sorrows both Tew- 3 
oral and Spiritual; And what a Favour is this to 
the Church, no leſs necdful, no leſs advantagious 
than the Sending of the Son of God to ſave us, 
and for which, therefore, we ſhould be no leſs 
thankful, Let this Article never be left out of 
--y,Our Songs of Praiſe; but let us always give Thanks 
t him, who not only ſent his Sox to make Satiſ- 
1 Faction for us, for his Mercy endureth for ever, but 
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ſent his Spirit to give Satigfaction 10 us, for his 


|  Merey enaureth for ever; ſent his Spirit not only 
6 to work in us the Diſpoſition of Children towards 
4 | 
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him, but alſo to wizzeſ5to our Adoption, and ſeal 
us zo the Day of Kedempiiong on. | 
The Spirit is given to beiour Teacher, and 


to lead us int) all Truth, and as ſuch he is a 


Comforter; for by rectifying our Miſtakes, and 
ſetting things in a true Light, he filenceth our 


_ Doubts and Fears, and ſets things in a Pleaſaut 


igt. The Spirit is our Remembrancer, to put 


us in Mind of that which we do know, and as 
ſuch he is a Comforrer; for like the Diſciples, we 
diſtruſt Chriſt in every Exigence, becauſe we for- 


ex the Miracles of the Loaves, Mat, 16. 9. Ihe 
pirit is our Sazdifier; by him Sin is mortiße, 


and Grace wrought, and ſtrengthen'd, and as {ach 


he is our Comforter; for nothing tends ſo much 


to make us Eaſy, as that which tends to make ns 22 
| ly. The Spirit is our Guide, and we are ſaid to be led 
bythe Spirit, and as ſuch he is our Comſorter; for un- 


der his Condudt, we cannot but be led into #uys of 


i artet to the geeen Paſtures, and jill Hic. 


zers, 
_ (2.) The Seripturet are written that our Joy 


may be fall, 1 John 1. 4. that we may have that 


Joy which alone is filling, and hath that in it, 
which will fill up the Vacancies of other Joys, and 


make up their Deficiencies ; And that we may be 
Fail of that Foy; may have more and more of it, 


may be wholly taken up with it, and may come, 


at length, to the full Perfection of it inthe Kiug- 


dom of Glory: Theſe things are dritten to you, 
not only that you may receive the Word with Foy , 
at firſt, when it's a new thing to you, but that 5 
Foy may be fall, and conſtant, Fhe Word of God 
is the main Pipe, by which Comfort is convey'd. 
from Chriſt, the Fountain of Life, to all the Saints. 


That Book, which the Lamb that was ſlain,took | 


OUT. 
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out of the Fight Hand of him that ſate on the : 


4 broze,is that which we are by Faith tofeed upon 
and 4rge/t, and to fill our Souls with; and we ſhall 


find that it will, like Ezekie/'s Roll, Exel. 3. 3. 
be in our Mouths as Honey for Sweetnſs; and the 
Opening of its Seals will put a zew Song into our 


i Month; Rev: f. 9. 

__ Scripture Light is pleaſant, much more ſweet, 
more pleaſant, than for the Eyes to behold the Sun; 
the manner of its Conveyance is ſuch, as makes it a- 


bundantly more ſo, for God ſpeaks to us after the 


manner of Men, in our own Language. The 

Comforts which the Scripture ſpeaks to us, are the 
ſure Mercies of David, ſuch as we may depend 
upon; and it is continually ſpeaking ; The Scrip- 


_ tures we may have always with us, and whenever 


we will, we may have Recourſe to them; ſothat 
Wie need not be to ſeek for Cordials at any time! 
The Word is nigh thee, Rom. 10. 8. in thy Honſe, 
and in thy Hand, and*'tis thy own fault if it be not 


in y Mouth, and in thy Heart, Nor is it a Spring 
ſhut up, or a Fountain ſeal'd; thoſe that compare 


Spiritual Things with Spiritual, will find the Scrip- 


ture its own Interpreter, and ſpiritual Pleaſure to 


flow from it as eafily, as plentifully, to all that 
have Spiritual Senſes exerciſed, as the Honey from 
the Comb, I 


All the Saints have found Pleaſure in the Word 
of God, and thoſe who have given up themſelves 


to be /ed, and ruld byit. *I was ſuch a Comfort 


to David in his Diſtreſs, that if he had not had that 


for his Delight, he ſhould have periſhed in his A Ni- 


Aion, Pal, 119. 92. nay, he had the Joy of God's 


Word to be his continual Entertainment, Pſal. 
119. 54. Thy Statutes have been my Songs in the 
Houſe of my Pilgrimage: Thy Words were 


bound, laith Jeremiah, and 1 did Eat them, feaſt 
85 * | e | 875 ä upon 
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upon them with as much Pleaſure, as ever any 


. 


is provided for us. 


Hungry Man did upon his neceſſary Food, or 
Eßpicure upon his Dainties; I perfeQly regad my 


ſelf with them; and %% Word was unto me the Foy 
and rejoycing of my Heart, Jer. 15. 16. and we 


not only come ſhort of their Experiences, but 


fruſtrate God's gracious Intentions, if we do not 

find Pleaſure in the Wordof God; for whatſve- 
ver things were written aforetime were written for 
our Learning, that we through Patience and Com- 
fort of the Scriptures, might have Hope, Rom. 
15. 4. 5 Eee | 

( 3.) Holy Ordinances were inſtituted for the 
Furtherance of out Comfort, and to make our Re- 
ligion Pleaſaut unto us. The Converſation of 
Friends with each other is reckon'd one of the 
greateſtDelights of this World ; now Ordinances 
are inſtituted for the keeping up of our Communi- 
on with God, which is the greateſt Delight of the 
Soul that's ally'd to the other World. God ap- 


pointed tothe Few!/p Church a great many Feaſts 


in the Year (and but one Faſt, and that but for 
one Day) on Purpoſe for this End, that they 
might rejoice before the Lord their God, they, and 
their Families, Deut, 16. 11. 5 

Prayer is an Ordinance of God, appointed for 
the fetching in of that Peace and Pleaſure which 
It is intended to be not only 
the Eaſe of our Hearts, by caſting our Burthen 
upon God, as it was to Hannah, 1 Sam. 1. 18. 
who when ſhe had pray'd, went her Way, and 
did eat, and her Countenauce was no more ſad; but 
to be the Foy of our Hearts, by putting the Pro- 
miles in Suit, and improving our Acquaintaiice 


with Heaven, As,, aud ye ſhall receive, that your 


Joy may be full, John 16. 24. There is a Torone | 
of Grace etected for us to come to; 9 of 
| 3 Fs race 
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Grace appointed, in whoſe Name to come; The 
Spirit of Grace given to help our Infirmities, and 


an Anſwer of Peace promis'd to every Prayer of 
Faith, and all this, that we might fetch in not on- 
ly /anctiying, but comforting Grace in every Time of 
need, Heb. 4. 16. God's Houſe, in which Wil Þ|. 


dom's Children dwell, is call'd A Houſe of 
Prayer, and thither God brings them, on Pur- 
' Pole to make them joyful, Iſa. 56, 7. | 


* Singing of Pſalmis is a Goſpel Ordinance, that | 


is delign'd to contribute to the Pleaſantneſs of 
our Religion; not only to expreſs, but to eæcite, 
and to encreaſe our Holy Joy; In Singing to the 
Lord, we make a joyful Noiſe to the Rock of our 
Salvation, Pſal. of. 2. When the Apoſtle had 


warned all Chriſtians to take heed of Dranken- 


meſs, Be not Drunk with Wine wherein is Exceſs, 


| Teſt they ſhould think, that thereby he reſtrain'd 


them from any Mirth that would do them good, 
he directs them inſtead of the Song of the Druz- 
hard, when the Heart is merry with Wine, to en- 


tertain themſelves with the Songs of Angels, Eph. 
F. 18, 19. Speaking to your ſelves (when you are 


diſpos'd to pleaſe your ſelves) i Pſulms, and 
Hymns, aud ſpiritual Songs, Singing, and making 


Melody in your Hearts to the Lord, There is no 


| more of Subſtance 1n this Ordinance, but the 
: Word and Prayer put together, but the Circum- 


ſtance of the Voice and Tune being a zatural 


Means of Affecling our Hearts, both with the 
One and with the Other, God in Condeſcenſion 
to our State, hath been pleas'd to make a parti- 
cular Ordinance of it, to ſhew how much itis his 


Will, that we ſhould be Chearful. Jam, 5. 13. 


any merry? let bim ſing Pſalms. Is any vainiy 


merry? let him ſuppreſs the Vanity, and turn the 
 Airihinio a right Channel; He need not baniſh, 
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or abjare the Mirth, but let it be holy, heavenly 


Mirth, and in that Mirth let them fig Pſalms, 
Nay, Is any afiided, and merry in his Affliction, 
Jet him ſhew it by Singing Pſalms, as Paul and 


Silas did in the Stocks, Ads 16. 25. 


The Lord's Day is apointed to be apleaſani Day, . 


a2 Day of Holy Reſt, nay, and a Day of Holy Joy; 


a Thankſgiving Day; Pſal. 118. 24. This 1s the 
Day which the Lord hath made, we will rejoyce, 


| aud be glad in it. The Pſalm and Song for the 


Sabbath- Day begins thus, It ig goed Thing to give 
Thanks to the Lord, Pſal. 2. I. So far were the 
Primitive Chriſtians carry'd in this Notion, That 


the Lord's Day was deſign'd for Holy Triumph 


and Exultation, that they thought it improper to 


The Lord's Supper is a ſpiritual Feaſt; and a 


Feaſt, (Solomon faith, Eccl. 10. 19.) was made for 


Laughter, and ſo was this for Holy Joy ; We cele- 


brate the Memorials of his Death, that we may 
rejoyce in the Victories that he obtain'd, and the 
Purchaſes he made by his Death; and may apply to 
our ſelves the Privileges and Comtorts, which 
by the Covenant of Grace are made ours. There 


we cannot but be glad, and rejoyce in him, where 
we remember his Love more thin Wine, Cant. 


0 a) The Miniſtry is appointed for the Cmfort 
of the Saints, and their Guides in the Ways of 
Wiſdom are inſtructed, by all Means poſſible, to 
make them Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and to encou- 
rage them to go on pleaſantly in thoſe Ways, The 


Prieſts of old were ordain'd for Men, Heb. 3. I, 2. 


and were therefore alen from among Men, that 


they might have Compaſſion uprn the Mourners. 


And the Prophets had this paircutarly in their 
Commiſſion, Comſors ye, Cemfori ye my People, 


ſaith 
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faith your God, ſpeak ye comfortably to Jeruſalem, 
JJ 8 | a 
5 Golpel-Minifters, in a ſpecial manner, are ap- 
pointed to be the Helpers of the Foy of the Lord's 


People; to be Barnabas's, Sons of Conſolation; to 


ftrengthen the weak Hanas, and the feeble Knees, 
And to ſay to them who are of a fearful Heart, be 
ſtrong, Iſa. 35. 3, 4. The Tabernacles of the Lord 
of Hoſts being amiable, the Care of all that ſerve 
in thoſe Tabernacles, muſt be to make them appear 
| ſo; that they who compals the Altars of God, may 
find him God, their exceeding Foy, 
Thus hath God taken Care for the Comfort of 
his People, ſo that he is not to be blam'd if they 
be not comforted: But that is not all. 
SHr-econdiy, There are many particular Benefits 
and Privileges which they are entitled to, who 
walk in the Ways of Religion, that contribute 
very much to the Pleaſantneſs of thoſe Ways. 
By the Blood of Chriſt thoſe Benefits and Privile- 
ges are procur d for them, which ſpeaks them high- 


ly valuable, and by the Covenant of Grace they 


are ſecur d to them, which ſpeaks them nalien- 
W . 
| I. Thoſe that walk in Wiſdom's Ways are di/- 

_  Charg'd from the Debts of Sin, and that's pleaſant ; 


They are privileg'd from Arreſts, Kom. 8. 33 


Who ſhall lay anything to their Charge? while 1t is 
Gd that juſtifies them, and will ſtand by his own 
AQ, againſt Hell and Earth: And He is always 

ne ar that juſtifies them, Iſa. 50. 8. And ſo is their 


Advicate that pleads for them, nearer thin their 


Accuſer, tho' he ſtand at their right Hand to reſiſt 
them, aud able to caft him out, and all his Accu- 

ii i ne Os. 
 _ Surely, they put a Force upon themſelves, that 
are merry and pleaſant under the Git of Sip, . 


Ne 
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if Conſcience be awake, it cannot but have à 


fearful Looking for of Wrath; But if Sin be done 


away, the Burthen is remov'd, the Wound is heal'd 


and all is well; Son be of good Chear, Mat. 9. 2. 
tho” lick of a Palſy, yet be chearful, for 2% Sins 
are fhrgiven thee; and therefore, not only they 
ſhall not hurt thee, but God is reconcil'd to thee, 
and will do thee good; Thou may'lt enjoy the 
Compurts of this Life, and fear #9 Snare in them; 
may'ſt bear the Croſſes of this Life, and feel no 
Sting in them; and may'it laok forward to another 
Life, without Terror or Amazement. 
The Pain which true Penitents have Experience 
of, in their Reflections upon their Sins, makes 
the Fleaſure and Satisfaction they have in the Aſſu- 
rance of the Pardon of them doubly ſweer; As the 
Sortow of a Human in Travail is not an Allay, but 
rather a Fil to the Foy, that a Childis born upon it 
into the World, No Pain more acute than that 
of broten Bones, to Which the Sorrows of a Pent- 


kent Sinner are compar'd; but when they are well 


ſet, and well lait again, they are not only made 


_ eaſy, but they are made to rejoyce, to which the 


Comforts of a pardon'd Sinner are compar'd. Make 
me to hear Foy and Gladneſs, that the Bones which 


thou haſt broken may rejoyce, Plal. 51. 8. All ozr 


Bones, when kept, that not one of them uus broken, 
mult ſay, Lord, who in like unto thee ? But there is 


a more ſenſible Foy for one diſplaced Bone reduc'd, 


than for the Multitudle f the Boxes that were never 


hurt; as for one loft Sheep brought home, than for 


Ninety and nine that went not aſtray ; ſuch is the 
Pleaſure which they have, that know their Sins 


are pardon' d. 


When God's Prophets muſt ſpeak comfortably. 


to Feruſalem, they mult tell her that her Iniguity 


is pardon'd, Iſa. 40. 2, Such a Pleaſure there is in the 
VPP Senſe 


— 
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Senſe of the Forgiveneſs of Sins, that it enables 
As to make a l gt Matter of Temporal Afflictions, 
particularly that of Sickneſs, I/a. 33. 24. The In- 
Habitant ſhall not ſay, I am ſick, for the People 
that dwelleth therein ſhall be forgiv'n their Iniquiiy; 


And to make a great Matter of Temporal Mer- 
cies, when they are thus ſweeten'd and ſecut'd, 


particularly that of Recovery from Sicknels ;. 
Ia. 38. 17. Thou haſt in love to my Soul, cut d my 
Boqdp, and deliver'd it from the Pit of Corruption, for 
thou haſt caſt all my Sins behind thy Back. If our Sins 


be pardon'd, and we know it, we may go out, and 


come in iꝝ Peace, nothing can come amiſs to us; 
we may lye down, and rife up with Pleaſare, for 
all is clear between us and Heaven; thus Blef- 
ſed is the Man whoſe Iniquity is forgiven, 
2. They have the Spirit of God witneſſing with 
heir Spirits, that they are the Children of God, 
Kom. 8. 16. and that's pleaſant, Adoption ac- 
companies Fuſt:fication, and if we have an Aſ- 
ſurance of the forgiveneſs of our Sins accord- 
ing to the Riches of God's Grace, Eph. 1. 5, 7. 
we have an Aſlurance of this further Comfort, 


that we were predeſiinated unto the Adoption of 


Children by Feſus Chriſt. The ſame Evidence, 
the ſame Teſtimony that is given of our being 
Pardon d, ſerves as an Evidence and Teltimony 
of our being prefer'd, our being thus prefer'd, 


Can the Children of Princes and Great Men, 


pleaſe zhemelves with the Thoughts of the Ho- 
nours and Expectations that attend that Rela- | 
tion? and may not the Children of God %u 


with Pleaſure, of the Adoption they have receiv'd, 


Gal. F. 6 the Spirit of Adoption, and that Spi- 
rit's Witneſs to their Adoption? And the Plea- 
ſure muſt be the greater, and make the ſtronger 
| Impreſſion of Joy, when they remember, that 


they 
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they were by Nature not only Strangers and 
Foreigners, but Children of Wrath, and yet thus 
bighly fawour'd. 5 3j Tay 
The Comfort of Relations is none of the leaſt 
of the Delights of this Life; But what Comfort 
of Relations comparable to this of being related 
to God, as our Father; and to Chriſt, as our El- 
der Brother; and to all the Saints and Angels 
too, as belonging to the ſame Family, which 
we are happily brought into Relation to? The 
Pleature of Claiming and Owning this Relation, 
1s plainly intimated in our being taught to cry, 
Abba, Father, Rom. 8. IF. why ſhouldit be thus 
doubled, and in two Languages, but to intimate 
to us the unaccountable Pleaſure and SatisfaQti- 
on, with which good Chriſtians call God Fa- 
© pg String they harp upon, Abba, Fa- 
FDEP | „% OD ns | 98 
With what Pleaſure doth David's own Spirit wit- 
neſs to this, O my Soul, thou haſt ſaid unto the Lord, 
_ thou art my Lord, Pſal. 16. 2. and it is more to 
me that God is mine, than if all the World were 
mine; But when uh our Spirts, the Spirit of God 
Witneſleth this too, ſaying to thy Soul, yea he 75 7hy 
God, and he owns thee as one of his Family; Mit- 
neſs what he has wrought both i 7hee, and for thee, 
by my Hand; what Joy doth this fill the Soul with, 
Foy nuſpeakable; eſpecially conſidering that as the 
Prophet ſpeaks, in the Place, in the ſame Heart 
and Conſcience, where it was ſaid (and by the 
Spirit too, when he convinc'd as a Spirit of Bon- 


dage) ye are nor my Pegyple, even there it ſhall be : 


| ſaid unto them, by the Spirit, when ke comforts 
as aSpirit of Adoption, Ye are the Sons of the liv- 
fxg God, Hof, 1. 10. FF 
3. They have an Acceſs with Buldneſs to the 
Throne of Grace, and that's pleaſant. Proyer noe 
Foo, _ only 
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only fetcheth in Peace and Pleaſure, but it is itſelf 


a great Privilege, and not only an Honour, but 
a Comfort; one of the greateſt Comforts of our 
Lives, that we have a God to go to, at all Times, 


ſo that we need not fear coming anſeaſonably, or 
coming too often; and in all Places, tho' as Jonah 


in the Fiſhes Belly, or as David in the Depths, or 
ix the Ends of the Earth, Plal. 1 30. 1. and 61. 2. 


*Fis a Pleaſure to One that's full of Care and 


Grief to #nboſom himſelf, and we are welcome to 


pour out our Complaint before God, and to ſhew 


before him our Trouble, Pſal, 142, 1,2. And to one 
that wants, or fears wanting, to petition one that 
is able, and willing to ſupply the Wants. And we 
have great Encouragement to make our Requeſts 
Known to God; we have an Acceſs with Confidence, 
Eph. 3. 12, not an Acceſs with Difficulty, as we 
have to great Men, nor an Acceſs with Cncertain- 
vy of Acceptance, as the Ninevites, H/ho can tell 
of God will returnto us? But we have an Acceſs 
With an Aſſurance, whatſoever we ak in Faith, aC- 
cording to his Will, we know that we have the Pe- 
titious that we deſir d of him, 1 John 5. 1x. 
Dis aPleaſure to zalk to one we love, and that 
we know loves us, and tho? far above us, yet takes 
Notice of what we ſay, and is tenderly concern'd 
for us; what a Pleaſure is it then to ſpeak zo Goa? e 
to have not only a Liberty of Acceſs, but a Liberty 
Speech, Tyþprcis, Freedom to utter all. our | 
Mind, humbly, and in Faith; Buldaeſs to enter in- 
zo the Holieſt by the Blood of Feſus, Heb. 10. 19, 


20. and not with Fear and Trembling as the High 


Prieſt under the Law entred into the Holieſt, and | 
Boldneſs to pour out var Hearts before God, Pſal, | 
62. 8, as one tho' he knows our Caſe, better 
than we our ſelves, yet will give us the SatisfaQi- 
On of knowing it from us, according to exr ows 
me pea lr vo Shewing 


, Herbs where Love is, and the Fear of the Lord, 
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Shewing, Beggars that have good Benefactors, 
live as pleaſantly as any other People: 'Tis the 
Caſe of God's People ; they are Beggars, but they 
are Beggars to a bountiful Benefactor that is Rich 
in Mercy to all that call upon him: Bleſſed are they 
that wait daily at the Poſts of IWiſdom*s Doors, Prov. 
light, it cannot but be zherzrs, Cant. 2. 14.1 

4. They have 4 Sanctiſy'd Uſe of all their Crea- 
ture Comforts; and that's pleaſant, The Lord 
knows the Way of the Righteons, and takes Coyni- 
zance of all their Concerns, Pſal. 37. 23. The Steps, 


8. 34. If the Prayer of the Upright be God's De- 


yea, andthe Stops too, of a good Man are order' d 


by the Lord; both his Succeſſes when he goes for- 
wards, and his Diſappointments when he goes 


backwards; He bleſſeth the Work of their Hands, 


and his Bleſſing makesrich, andadds no Sorrow with 


it, Prov. 10. 27. more is imply'd than is expreſs'd, 
| it adds Foy with it, infuſeth a Coinfort into it. 


What God's People have, be it little or much, 


they have it from the Love of God, and with 

| his Bleſſing, and then Beh all Things are clean 
and ſweet to them, Luke IG, 41. they come from 

the Hand of a Father, by the Hand of a Mediator, 


not in the Channel of common Providence, but 


by the Golden Pipes of the Promiſes of the Cove- 


nant. Even the aubelieving Husband, tho' not 


ſianctiſy'd himlelf, yet ig ſandrfy'dto the believing 


Wife, 1 Cor. 7. 14. and ſo is the Comfort of other 


Relations; for to thoſe who pleaſe God every thing is 


pleaſing, or ſhould be ſo, and is made 10 by his Fa- 


vour. And hence it is, Pſal. 37. 16. that a Little 
that a Righteous Man has, having a Heart to be 
content with it, and the Divine Skill of Enjoy- 
ing God in it, is better to him than the Riches of 


many Wicked were to them; and that a Dinner 


is 
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is better, and yields abundantly more Satisfacti- 
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on, than a flalled Ox and Hatred and Trouble o 
therewith, Prov. 15. 16, 17. e De 
F. They have the Teſtimony of their own Con- | Hi 
ſciences for them in all Conditions, and that is plea AL 
ſant. A good Conſcience is not only a Brazen | % 
Wall, but a Continual Feaſt ; and all the Melody | Wi 
of Solomon's Inſtruments of Muſick cf all Sorts, were | Jet 
not to be compar'd with that of the Bird in the | DO 
Boſom, when it fings ſweet It Paul has a Cu- #7 
| ſcience void of Offence, tho' he be as ſorrowful, yet | of 
he is always rejoycing; nay, and even when he is 
preſſed above meaſure, 2 Cor. 1, 8, 12. and has re- th: 
ceiv'd a Sentence of Death within himſelf, his Re. | thi 
joycing is this, even the Teſtimony of his Conſcience | Pl 
concerning his Integrity. b r 
As nothing is more painful and unpleaſant, | 4 
than to be ſmitten and reproach'd by our own | Þc 


Hearts, to have our Conſciences fly in our Faces, | 10 
and give s our own; ſo there is nothing more ES 
comfortable, than to be upon good Grounds | hi: 

reconcil'd to our ſelves; to prove our own | 

Mork, Gal. 6. 4. by the Touchſtone of God's | 1» 

Word, and to find it right, for then have we Re- th 

joycing in our ſelves alone, and not in another: For hi 
Four Hearts condemn us not, 1 John 3. 21. hen D 
 bave we Confidence towards God; may lift up our | ' 


Face without Spot unto him; and comfortably ap- 4 
peal to his Omniſcience; Zhou O Lord knoweſt me, ha 

— haſt ſeen me, and try'd my Heart towards thee, | © 
77 Go ng | VV 
1 This Will not only wake as eaſy under the Cen- 
ſures and Reproaches of Men, as it did Fob, My 2 
Heart ſhall not reproach me, tho? you do, and Paul, 1 
It is a very ſmall Thing with me to be judged f * 
Man Fadgment; But it will be a continual De- ar 
light to us, to have our own Hearts ſay, Well 1. 


done, 


"7 

4 
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done, For the Voice of an enlighten'd, well- in- 
formed Conſcience is the Voice of Cod, "tis his 
Deputy in the Soul; The Thoxrghzs of the ſober 
Heathen between themſelves when they did not ac- 


cuſe, yet the utmoſt they could do was but to ex. 


cuſe, which is making the beſt of bad; but they 


Who havetheir Haris ſprinkled from an evil Cen- 


ſcience by the Blood of Chriſt, Rom. 2. 15. are 
not only exc4sd, but encourag d and commenaed, 
&T92.5/+114v, for their Pra!/e is not of Men, but 
of God, ö, 885 

It is eaſy to imagine the holy, humble Pleaſure 


that a good Man has, in the juſt Reflection upon 


the ſucceſstul Reſiſtance of a ſtrong and threat- 
ning Temptation; the ſeaſonable Suppreffing and 
Crofling of an unruly Appetite or Paſſion, and 

a Check given to the Tongue, when it was a- 
bout to ſpeak Aunadviſedly. What aPleaſure is it to 


look back upon any good Word ſpoken, or any 


good Work done, in the Strength of God's Grace, to 
his Glory, and any way to the Advantage of our 


$ Brethren, either for Soul or Body. With what a 


ſweet Satisfaction may a good Man lye down in 
the Cloſe of the Lord's Day, if God has enabled 
him in ſome good Meaſure, to do theHork of the 


] Day iathe Day, according as the Duty of the Day 
| requires, We may then eat our Bread with Foy, 


and drink our Wine with a merry Heart, when we 
have ſome good Ground to hope, that God now 


E: accepreth our Works through Jeſus Chriſt, Eceleſ. 


6. They have the Earneſts and Foretaſtes of Eter- 
nal Life and Glory, and that's pleaſant indeed, 
They have it not only ſecar'd to them, but dwell- 


ing in them, in the Firft Fruits of it, ſuch as they 


are capable of in their preſent imperfect State. 
x John 5. 13. Theſe Things are written unto yo 
"FR 1 3 | 5 that 
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that believe on the Name of the Som of God, that 
ye may know, not only that you fall have, but 
| that you have Eternal Life; you are ſeal'd with 
that Holy Spirit of Promiſe, Eph, 1. 13, 14. 

mark'd for God, which is the Earneſt of our Inhe- 
ritauce, not only a Ratification of the Grant, but 

Canaan when we come tO 1 
flowing with Milk and Honey ; I God's Preſence, 
there is a fairneſs of Foy and Pleaſures for evermore, 


Pal. 16. 11. But left we ſhould think it 4% 


ere we come to it, the God whom we ſerve 


has been ple«y'dto ſend to us, as he did to J/rael, 
ſome Cluſters of the Grapes of that good Land to 


meet us inthe Wilderneſs; which if they were ſent 
us in Exca/e of the full Enjoyment, and we were 
to be put off with them, that would put a Bitter- 
'  xeſ5 into them; but being ſent us z Earneſt of 
the full Enjoyment, that puts a Sweezxeſs into 
them, and makes them pleaſaut indeed. 


A Day in God's Courts, an Hour at his Table in 
Communion with him, is very pleaſant, better | 
than aThoxſand Days, than ten thouſand Hours, | 
in any of the Enjoyments of Senſe; but this ve- | 


ty much increaſeth the Pleaſantneſs of it, that it 


is the Pledge of a Bleſſed Eternity, which we hope 
to ſpend within the Vail, in the Viſion and Frui- 
tion of God. Sabbaths are ſweet, as they are 
Earneſts of the everlaſting Sabbatiſm, or Keeping | 
_ of a Sabbath (as the Apoſtle calls it, Heb. 4. 9.) 


Which remains for the People of Gd. — Golpel 
| Feaſts are, therefore, ſweet, becauſe Earneſis of 
the Everlaſting Feaſt, to which we ſhall ſiz dow#n 


with Abraham, aud Iſaac, and Jacob. The Joys 


of the Holy Ghoſt are ſweet, as they are Earneſts 


of that Foy of our Lord, into which all Chriſt's 


good and faithful Seryants ſhall exzer, Praiſing 


t, will be a Land 


2 God is ſweet, as it is an Farneſt of that bleſſed 
State, in which we ſhall zor reſt Day or Night 
from praiſing God. The Communion of Saints 
is ſweet, as it is an Earneſt of the Pleaſure we 
hope to have in the General Aſſembly, and Church 
ef the Firſt born, Heb. 12. 23. 5 
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They that travel Wiſdom's Ways, tho' ſome- 


times they find themſelves walking in the low 
and darkſome Valley of the Shadow of Death, 
| where they can ſee but a little Way before them, 
yet at other Times they are led with Moſes ta 
the Top of Mount Piſgab, and thence have a 
| pleaſant Proſpe& of the Land of Promiſe, and the 
| Glories of that good Land, not with ſuch a Dam 
upon the Pleaſure of it as Maſes had, Deut. 
4. Thon Galt ſee 1t with thine Eyes, hut thou ſhale © 
not go over thither; but ſuch an Addition to the 

| Pleaſure of it as Abraham had, when God faid to 
him, Gen. 13. 14, 15. All the Land which thou 


of 
34. 


ſeeſt, to thee will give it. Take the Pleaſure 
of the Proſpe&, as a Pledge of the Poſſeſſion 
ſhortly. VVVCCC . 


CHAP. iv. 
| The Doctrine further prov'd by Experienee. 


Hing found Religion in its own Nature 
L pleaſant, and the Comforts and Privileges 

ſo with which it is azzended, we ſhall next try 

to make this Truth more evident, by appealing to 

ſuch as may be _ competent Witneſles in 

ſuch a Caſe. I confeſs, if we appeal to the zaa- 
tural Man, the meer Animal (as the Word fig- 


nifies, I Cor. 2. 14.) that looks no further than 
the things of Senſe, and judgeth by no other Rule 


than Senſe, and rece:veth not the things of the | 


Spirit of God, for they are Fooliſpneſs to him; ſuch 

a one Will be ſo far from coxſentizg to this Truth, 
and concurring with it, that he will contradict and 
oppoſe it: Our Appeal mult be to thoſe, that 


have ſome ſpiritual Senſes exercis'd, tor otherwiſe 


the bruitiſp Man knows not, neither doth the Fool 
| underſtand this, Pal. 92, 6. | | | 


We mult therefore be allowed to look upon 


convinced Sinners, and comforted Saints, wicked 


People whom the Spirit hath rouz'd out of a ſin- 


ful Security, and godly People whom the Spirit 
has put zo reſt in a holy Serenity, are the moſt 


competent proper Witneſſes to give Evidence in 


this Caſe ; and to their Experience we appeal. 


Firſt, Ask thoſe that have 27) 4 the Ways of gi 
Sin and Wickedneſs, of Vice and Profaneneſs, and | 
begin to pauſe a little, and to conſider whether | 


the Way they are in be right; and let us hear 


What are their Experiences concerning thoſe 
Ways: And our Appeal to them: is in the Words | 


aof the Apoſtle, Hhat Fruit had ye then in thoſe | 'y 


_ things, whereof ye are now aſhamed? Rom. 6. 21. | 
Not only what Fruit wz/ ye have at laſt, when! 
the End of theſe things is Death; or, as Fob 21. 
21, hat Pleaſure hath be in his Hoaſe after him,, 
when the number of his Months is cut off in the 
midſt? But what Fruit, what Pleaſure had ye 
then, when you were in the Enjoyment of the! 


beſt of it? 5 


T hole that have been running 70 an Ex ceſs of 


Riot, that have laid the Reins in the Neck of their 
Lutts, have rejoyced with the yourug Man in his 
Juuth, and walked in the Way of their Hearts, 
and the Sight of their Eyes, have taken a bound- 

Pee 12855 I leſs 
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leſs Liberty in the Gratifications of Senſe, and 
have made it their Buſineſs to extract out of this 
World, whatever may paſs under the Name of 


an 
le 


be 


ch Pleaſure : But when they begin to think (which 
th, they could not find in their Hearts to do while 
ind | they were going on in their Purſuit) ask them 
hat now what they think of thoſe Pleaſures which 


viſe || pretend to vie with thoſe of Religion; and they 
Fol will tell you, © hh he hh „ 
I. That e Pleaſure of Sin was painſul and un- 
pon ſatisfying in the Enjoyment, and which then they 3 
ked had no Reaſon to boaſt of. It was a ſordid Plea- 2 
ſin- ſure, and beneath the Dignity of a Man, and 
pirit | which could not be had, but by yielding up the 
noſt | Throne in the Soul to the inferior Faculties of 
e in | Sex/e,and allowing them the Dominion over Rea- 
bon and Conſcience, which ought to command and 
ys of | give Law, It was the gratifying of an Appetite, 
and | which was the Diſeaſe of the Soul, and which 
ether | would not be /at:5y'd, but, like the Daughters of 
hear | the Horſe-leech, (till cry, Give, Give, SIP 
thoſe | What poor Pleaſure hath the covezous Man in 
Tords | the Wealth of the World? *Tis the Luſt of the 
thoſe | Eye that is thereby humour'd, for what Good hath 
5, 21. | the Owner thereof, ſave the beholding thereof with 
when | i, Eyes? 1 John 2. 16. And what a poor Satis- 
„% 21. faction is that? and yet even that is no Satis- 
r him, | faQtion neither, tor he that loveth Silver, will 
ia the find, that the more he has, the more he would 
ad ye have, ſo that he ſhall not be ſatiſſied with Silver; 
of che nay, it faſtens upon the Mind a Burthen of Care 
I and Peeplexity, fo that zhe Abandance of the Rich 
cceſs of vill not ſuffer bim to ſleep, Ecclel, 5. 10, 11, 12, 
jf theic Drunkenneſs paiſeth tor a pleaſant Sin, but it 
in his is a brutiſßh Pleature, tor it puts a Force upon 
Hearts, the Powers of Nature, diſturbs the Exerciſe of 
bound - Reaſon, and puts Men out of the Poſſeſſion and 
leſs W . Enjoy 
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76 The PLEASURE of 
Enjoyment of their own Souls; and ſo far is it 
from yielding any true Satisfaction, that the gran 
tifying of this baſe Appetite is but bringing Oil th 
to a Flame: When I awake, I will ſeek it yet a- 11 
gain, is the Language of the Drunkard, Prov, k ce 
23.37 ws 5 


Content. 


on and Revenge pretend to be pleaſaut Bi 
Sins too, Eft vindicka bonum vita jucundius ipa; 
but it is ſo tar from being ſo, that it is, of all o- ve 
ther Sins, the moſt vexatious: It kindles a Fire | 
in the Soul, puts it into a Hurry and Diſorder ; | 
where they are, there is Confuſion and every evil | Ralf 
or. The Luſt, from whence not only Wars | 3 
«nd Fightings come, Jam. 4.1. but other Sins are | 
id to war in the Members; they not only war | Se. 
aàgainſt the Soul, 1 Pet. 2. 11. and threaten the jn 
DeſtruQion of its true Intereſts, but they war in he 
the Soul, and give Dilturbance to its preſent Peace, | vy 
 <nd fill it with continual Alarms. „„ 
| They that have made themſelves Slaves to | He 
their Luſts, will own, that it was the greateſt | ,,,, 
Drudgery in the World, and therefore is repre- | Fin 
| ſented in the Parable of the Prodigal, by a young | e 
Gentleman hiring himſelf to one that ſent him | 77, 
into his Field 10 ſeed Swine, Luke 15. 16. where | 7 
he was made a Fellow-commoner with them, | Re 
and would fain have filld his Belly with the | qr 
Hus that they did eat, ſuch a Diſgrace, ſuch a Ga 
Dilſati, faction is there in the Pleaſures of Sin; | for 
Belides the Diverſity of Maſters which Sinners | the 
are at the Beck of, and their Diſagreement a-] Ty, 
mog themſelves; for they that are diſobedient of; 
to that God who is Oze, are deceiv'd, ſerving di- | Ri; 
ers Luſls and Pleaſures, and therein led Captive | gain 
by Satan, their ſworn Enemy, at his Will, Tit. 8 5 


| 2. That | 
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Being RELIGIOUS. 77 
2. That zhe Pleaſure of Sin was very bitter, 
and tormenting in the Reflection. We will allow 
that there is a Pleaſure in Sin for a Seaſon, Heb. 


11. 25, but that Seaſon is ſoon over, and is ſue- 
ceeded by another Seaſon that is the Reverſe of 


it; the Sweetnels is ſoon gone, and leaves the 


Bitter neſs behind in the Bottom of the Cup; the 


Wine is red, and gives its Colour, its Flavour 


very agreeable, but at the laſt it bites like a Ser- 


pent, aud ſlings like an Adder, Prov. 23. 32. Sin 
is that range Woman, whoſe Flatteries are char- 
ming, but her End bitter as Wormwnod, Prov. 5. 
3, 4. 11 VVV 
When Conſcience is awake, and tells the 
Sinner he is verily guilty; when his Sins are ſet 
in order before him in their true Colour, and 
he ſees himſelf defil'd and deform'd by them; 
when his own Wickedaeſs begins to correct him, 
and his Bachſlidings to reprove him, and his own. 


nations, Jer. 2. 19, Where is the Pleaſure of his 
Sin then? As the Thief is aſham'd when he is diſ- 


cover'd to the World, ſo are the Drz»kards, the 


Unclean, when difcover'd to themſelves; and (ay, 
Where ſhall I cauſe my Shame to go? there is no 
Remedy, but | muſt lie downs in it. If the Plea- 


ſure of any Sin would laſt, ſurely that of ill got 
Gain would, becauſe there is ſomething to ſhew 


for it; and yet tho* that Wickedneſs be /weez in 


the Sinner's Mouth, tho? he hide it under his 


Tongue, yet in his Bowels "tis turn'd into the Gall 
of Aſps, Job 20. 11, &c, He hath ſwallow'd dows 
Riches, but ſhall be forc'd to vomit them up a- 
An. 1 „„ BE: | 
Solomon had skim'd the Cream of ſenſual De- 
lights, and pronounc'd not only Vanity and Fexe | 
ation concerning them all, even the beſt, but 
3 con- 
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concerning thoſe of them that were ſinful, tie 


forbidden Pleaſures into which he was betray'd, 
that the Reflection upon them fill'd him with 


Horror and Amazement: I applyd my Heart, 
faith he, 20 know the Wickedneſs of Folly, even of 


Foolifhneſs and Madneſs, ſo he now calls the 2 
Looſes he had taken; he cannot ſpeak bad e- 


nough of them, for Ind more bitter than Death, 


the Woman whoſe Heart is Snares and Nets, and | 


Her Hands as Banas, Eccl, 7. 26. 


In Competition with the Pleaſures of Religion, 
or to be nam'd the ſamlL Day with them? What 


| ſenſleſs Creatures are the Senſual, that will not 
be perſwaded to quit the Pleaſures of Brutes, when 
they ſhall have in Exchange the Delights of An- 
gels * 2 NL: 


Secondly, Ask thoſe that have #ry'd the Ways of 


 Hiſdom, what are their Experiences OE 
[ : 


thoſe Ways. Call now if there be any that wi 


anſwer you, aud 19.which of the Saints will you 
turn] Job 5. t. Turn you to which you will, 


and they will agree to this, that Hiſdom's Ways 
are Pleaſantzeſs, and her Paths Peace, However 
about ſome things they may differ in their Senti- 
ments, in this they are all of a Mind, that God 


5 iS a good Maſter, and his Service not only per- . 
fect Freedom, but perfect Pleaſure. e 


And is ſuch Pleaſure as this worthy to come 


And it is a Debt which aged and experienced | 


_ Chriſtians owe both to their Maſter, and to their 
Fellow-Servants, both to Chriſt and Chriſtians, 
to bear their Teſtimony to this Truth; and the 


more explicitly and ſolemnly they do it, the bet- 


ter: Let them tell others what God has done for 
their Souls, and how they have zaſted that he tis 
| gracious, Pſal. 66. 16. Let them own to the Ho- 
nour of God and Religion, that, as in 1 Kings 


38. 36. 
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8. 56. there has not fail'd one Word of God's 290d 
Promiſe, by which he deſign'd to make his Ser 
vants pleaſant ; that what is ſaid of the Pleaſant- 


neſs of Religion is really ſo: Let thein ſez zo 


their Seal that it is true, 1 John t. 1. Let it have 
their Probatam eſt; we have found it ſo. 


The Ways of Religion and Godlinels are the 
good old ways, Jer. 6. 16. Now if you would 


have an Account of the Way you have to go, 


F you muſt enquire of thoſe that have travell'd it, 


not thoſe who have occaſionally ſtept into it now 
and then, but thoſe whoſe Buſineſs hath led them 


to frequent it. Ask the ancien Travellers, whe- 
ther they have found Keſt to their Souls in this 
Way, and there are few you ſhall enquire of, 
but they will be ready to own theſe four things 


from Experience: EE Es FE 
1. That they have found the Rules and Didtates 


of Religion very agreeable both to right Reaſoa, and 
o their true Intereſt, and therefore pleaſant. They 
have found zhe Word nigh them, and accommo- 
dated to them, and not at ſuch a mighty Diſtance 


as they were made to believe, They have found 
all God's Precepts concerning all things to be right, 


and reaſonable, and highly equitable; and when 
they did but ſhew themſelves Men, they could 
not but coxſent, and ſabſcribe zo the Law, that it 
' _ was good, Rom. 7. 16. and there is a wonderful 


Decoram in it. 


The Laws of Humility and Meekneſs, Sobri- 
ety and Temperance, Contentment and Patience, 
Love and Charity, theſe are agreeable to ourſelves 
when we are in our right Mind: They are the 
ERectitude of our Nature, the Advancement of 
our Powers and Faculties, the Compoſure of our 
' Minds, and the Comfort of our Lives, and carry 
their own Letters of Commendation along with 
, = 
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80 The PLEASURE of | 
them, If a Man underſtood himſelf, and his th 
own Intereſt, he would comport with theſe Rules, m 
and govern himſelf by them, tho” there were no fre 
Authority over him to oblige him to it. All that | T 
have throughly try'd them, will ſay they are ſo hi 
far from being Chains of Impriſonment to a Man, po 
and as Ferters to his Feet, . that they are as Chains | 84 


2 Ornament to him, and as the Girdle to his Loins, | 

Ask experienc'd Chriſtians, and they will tell | FE) 

you what abundance of Comfort and SatisfaQti- | we 

on they have had in keeping ſober, when they have | be 

been in Temptation to Exceſs; in doing jufily, | w 

when they might Have gain'd by Diſhoneſty as o in 

thers do, and no Body know it; in forgiving aw | 7. 

Injury, when it was in the Power of their Hand | ha 

to revenge it; in giving Alms to the Poor, when | Ge 

perhaps they ftreighten'd themſelves by it; in D. 
ſubmitting to an Afiidtion, when the Circumſtances | J 

of it were very aggravating; and in bridling their | 

i "Paſſion under great Provocations. With what | Ze 

: Comfort does Nehemiah reflect upon it, that tho* | P. 

W | bis Predeceſlors in the Government had abus'd ace 
8 their Power, yet ſo did not I (faith he, Neh. 7. dit 
1 15.) becauſe of the Fear of God. And with what | D. 
1 Pleaſure doth Samuel make his Appeal, 1 Sam. ne, 
Wo 12. 3. Whoſe Oxe have I taken, or whom have I | no 
WW defrauded? And Paul his; I have coveted uo Man's | on 
WW | Silver, or Gold, or Apparel. If you would have | co 
9 a Regiſter of Experiences to this Purpoſe, read | Pl: 
8 the I19th Pſalm, which is a Collection of Da- | W 
1 vid's Teſtimonies to the Sweetneſs and Good- | we 
1 neſs of God's Law, the Equity and Excellency tor 
i | of it, and the abundant Satisfaction that is to be | ho 
- 1 a conſtant conſcientious Conformity to | bez 
2. That they have found zhe Exerciſes of De- wa 

votion to be very pleaſant and comfortable, and if | tn; 


there 


there be an Heaven upon Earth, it is in Com- 
munion with God in his Ordinances; in heating 
\ from him, in ſpeaking to him; in receiving the 


Soul to him. 
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Tokens of his Favour and Communications of | 
his Grace, and returning pious Affections to him; 
pouring out the Heart before him, lifting up the 
All good Chriſtians will ſubſcribe to David's 
Experience, Pſal, 73. 28. I; is good for me todraw 


vear to God; the nearer the better; and it will 


be beſt F all, when | come to be neareſt of all 


within the Vail, and will joyn with him in Ciy- 


ing, Return unto thy Reſt, O my Soul, Pſal. 116. 


: 7. to God as to thy Reſt, and repoſe in him, {| 


have found that Satisfaction in Communion with 


| God, which I would not exchange for all the 
Delights of the Sons of Men, and the peculiar 
Treaſures of Kings aud Provinces, „„ 


What a Pleaſure did thoſe pious Fews in He- 
zekiah's Time find in the Solemnities of the 
Paſſover, who when they had kept ſeven Days- 


| according to the Law in attending on God's Or- 


dinances, 2c0b% Counſel together to keep other ſever 
Days, and they kept other ſeven Days with Glad- 
wh 2 Chr. 30. 23. And if Chriſt's Heaters had 

not found an abundant Sweetneſs and SatisfaQi- 


on in attending on him, they would never have 
| conmtinu'd their Attendance zhree Days in a deſart 
Place, as we find they did, Mat. 15. 32. No. 


Wonder then that his own Diſciples, when they 


were Spedators of his Transfiguration, and Azar- 


tors of his Difcourſe with Moſes and Elias in the 


| holy Mount, ſaid, Maſter, it is good for us to be 


here; here let us make Tabernacles, Mat. 17. 4 
I appeal to all, that know what it is to be 7. 


ward with God in an Ordinance, to worſhip hiin 
im the Spirit, whether they 


have not found abun _ 
E 3 dant 
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dant Satisfaction in it? They will ſay with tte an 
Spouſe, Cent. 2. 3. I ſate down under his Shadow 1 ve 
with Delight, and his Fruit was ſweet unto my be 

Tafie: And with the noble Marqueſs of Vico, Les e. 

their Money periſh with them, that eſteem all the | lat 
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Wealth and Pleajure of this World worth one Hours ba 
Communion with God in Feſus Chriſt, They will | 
owu, that they never had that true Delight and | the 
Satisfaction in any of the Employments or En- | the 
joyments of this World, which they have had in | ea 
the Service of God, aud in the believing Reliſhes | ch 
| of that loving Kindneſs of his, which is better IM 
Bi Zhan Life, Plal. 63.3, 5. Theſe have put Glad- | tal 
= nels into their Hearts, more than the Foy of Har- 2h 
Wo. _ weft, or_theirs that divide the Spoil, If in their | #2 
1 Preparations for ſolemn Ordinances they have | Fe 
= gore forth weeping, bearing precious Seed, yet they | YC 
ms have come again with Rejoycing, bringing their Zr 
4} ! Sheaves with them, Pal. 126. 5, 6. DO 1 22 
23. That they have found %e Pleaſure of Reli- | C. 
= gion ſufficient to overcome the Pains and Trouble of | © 52 
| SVenſe, and to take out the Sting of them, and take | in 
8 off the Terror of them, This is a plain Evidence | pe 
1 of the Excellency of ſpiritual Pleaſures, that re- | Ol 
; ligious Convictions will ſoon conquer ſenſual De- dc 

| Tights, and quite extinguiſh them, So that they | 
became as Songs zo a heavy Heart, for a wounded | D 
mW Hbirit who can bear? But it has often been found, | 0 
4 ] that the Pains of Senſe have not been able to ex- | P 
5 tinguiſh ſpiritual Delights, but have been con- | Z/ 
dAdauer'd and quite overbaianc'd by them. Joy in | 5 
E | Spirit has been to many a powertul Allay to | + 
; Trouble in the Fleſh. 8 1 Mp 
4 | The Pleaſure that holy Souls have in God, as | i 
1 it needs not to be ſupported by the Delights of | 
= Senſe, 10 it fears not being ſappreſsd by the Grie-= | I 
i” wauces of Senſe. They can rejoyce in the Lord, 


have Satisfaction. 


Multitude of his Bones with ſtrong Pain, he ab- 
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and joy in him as the God of their Salvation, e- 
ven then, when the Fig- Tree doth not bloſſom, and 
zbere is no Fruit in the Vine, Hab. 3. 17, 18. for 
even then, when in the World they have Triba- 
lation, Chriſt has provided that in him they ſhould 
For this we may appeal to the Martyrs, and o- 
ther Sufferers for the Name of Chriſt; how have 
their ſpiritual Joys made their Bonds for Chriit 
eaſy, and made their Priſons their deleFable Or- 
chards, as one of the Martyrs calPd his. Ani- 
mated by theſe Comforts, they have not only 
taken patiently, but 2a nu joyfully the ſpoiling of 
their Goods, knowing in themſelves that they have 
in Heaven à better, and a more enduring Sub- 


; ſtance, Heb. 10. 34. Ask Paul, and he will tell 


you, 2 Cor. 6. 4, 5. that even then when he was 
troubled on every Side, when without were Fight- 


ings and within were Fears, yet he was fill'd with 


Comfurt, and was exceeding joyful in all his Tri- 


_ balation ; and that as his Sufferings for Chriſt did 


increaſe, his Conſolation in Chriſt increas'd pra- 


portionably, 2 Cor. 1.5. And tho' he expetts no 
| other but to finiſh his Courſe with Blood, yet he 


doubts not but to finiſh his Courſe with For, 

Nay, we may appeal to the Sick beds and 
Death-beds of many good Chriſtians for the Proof 
of this; when weariſome Nights have been ap- 
pointed to them, yet God's Statutes have been 
rheir Songs, their Songs in the Night, Pal. 119. 


54. I have Pain, laid one, but I bleſs God 
bare Peace; weak and dying, ſaid another, but 


far Lucis intus, Light and Comfort enough with- 
in. Ibe Delights of Senſe forſake us, when we 


moſt need them to be a Comfort to us; when a 


Man is chaſten'd with Pain upon his Bed, and the 


Horreth 
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borreth Bread and dainty Meat, and cannot reliſk 


it, Job 33. 19, 20. But then the Bread of Life 


and ſpiritual Dainties have the ſweeteſt Reliſh of | 


all. Many of God's People have found it ſo: 


This is my Comfort in mine Affliction, that thy | 


Word bath quickned me, Plal. 119. 30. This has 
5 $7 ag all their Bed in their Sickneſs, and made it 
JJ%%% ( 
The Pleaſantneſs of Wiſdow's Ways hath ſome- 


times been remarkably atteſted by the Joys and ö 
Triumphs of aying Chriſtians, in reflecting upon | 


that Divine Grace which hath carry'd them com- 
fortably zhrozgh this World, and is then carrying 


them more comfortably out of it to a better. | 
FH hat is that Light which I ſee, ſaid an eminent 
Divine upon his Death-bed; It is the Sunſhine, | 


ſaid one that was by: No, reply'd he, it is my 


Saviour Shine; O the Fuys, O the Comforts that 


IJ feel! Whether in the Body, or out of the Body, 
I cannot tell; but I ſee and feel things that are un- 
utteralle, and full of Glory. O let it be preached 


at my Funeral, and tell it when I am dead and 


| gone, that God deals familiarly with Man. I am 
as fall of Comfort as my Heart can hold. Mr. Jo- 


| I ſeph's Allein's Life and Mr. John Janeway's have 


remarkable Inſtances of this. . 
4. They have found, that zhe cliſer they have 
kepe to Religion's Ways, and the better Progreſs 
#hey have made in thoſe Ways, the more Pleaſure 
they have found in them. By this it appears, that 


the Pleaſure takes its Excellency from the Reli- | 
gion; that the ere Religion prevails, the greater 


the Pleaſure is. What Diſquiet and Diſcomfort 
_ Wiſdom's Children have, is owing not to Wiſ⸗ 


dom Ways, thoſe are pleaſant, but to their Devi. 


ations from thoſe Ways, or their Slvathfulneſs and 


Trifling i 


Lord's Day, Rev. 1. 10. 
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Trifling in theſe Ways; thoſe indeed are anplea- 
fant, and ſooner or later will be found fo _ 
It good People are ſometimes drooping, and in 
Sorrow, it is not becauſe they are good, but be- 


cauſe they are bt ſo good as they ſhould be; they 
do not live up to their Profeſſion and Principles, 
but are too much in Love with the Body, and 
hanker too much after the World; tho? they do 
not turn back to Sodom, they look back towards 
it, and are too mindful of the Country from 


which they came out; and this makes them unea- 
ſy, this forfeits their Comforts, and grieves their 
Comforter, and diſturbs their Peace, which would 


have been firm to them, if they had been firm to 


their Engagements. But if we turn aſide out of 


the Ways of God, we are not to think it ſtrange 
if the Conſolations of God do not follow us. 


But if we cleave to the Lord with full Purpoſe 


[+ ef Heart, then we find the Foy of the Lord our 
Strength. Have we not found thoſe Duties moſt 
pPlwVeaſant, in which we have taken moſt Pains and 


moſt Care? and that we have had the moſt com- 
fortable Sabbath-Viſits made to our Souls then, 
when we have been moſt in the Spirit on the 


And the longer we continue, and the more we 


mend onr Pace in theſe Ways, the more Plea- 

| ſure we find in them, This is the Excellency of 

ſpiritual Pleaſures, and recommends them greatly, 

that they rxcreaſe with Vſe, ſo far are they from 

| with'ring, or going to Decay: The Difficulties 
which may at firſt be found in the Ways of Re- 


ligion wear off by Degrees, and the Work of it 
grows more eaſy, and the Joys of it more ſweer, 


Ack thoſe that have back-fliddenfrom the Ways { 
of God, have left their firſt Love, and begin to | 
bethink themſelves, and to remember whence 


they 
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they are fallen, whether they had not a greatdeal | 
more Comfort when they kept cloſe to God, | mw: 
than they have had ſince they turn'd aſide from lik 
bim; and they will ſay with that Adultreſs, when. | 7 
the found the Way of her Apoſtacy hedg'd up | WW 
with Thorns, I will go, and return to my firſt 
 Hudsband, for then it was better with me than | go 


0 E 
> „ > Gf ies itt 


now, Hoſ. 2. 7. There is nothing got by depart9 | Pr 
ing from God, and nothing loſt by being faith= | wi 
$1-co-nMm 7-5 E 5 g tee 
Ann, 5 
OT +. wa. 1 in 
The Dodlrine illuſtrated by the Similituds an 
nid in the Text, of @ pleaſant Way or | 
Journey. „„ . | | 0 
THE Practice of Religion is often, in Scri ” 
= pture, ſpoken of as a Way, and our walking | 
in that Way: Tis the Way of God's Command- | for 
ments, tis a High-way, the King's High-way, the | att 
King of Kings High way; and thoſe that are te- en- 
ligious are travelling in that Way, The School- the 
mien commonly call Chriſtians in this World | ., ; 
Viatores, Travellers; when they come to Heaven fin 
they are Comprehenſores, they have then attained, | 2 
are at home; here they are in their Journey, there | due 

at their Journey s End. Now if Heaven be the * 
Journey's End, the Prize of our high Calling, and | pri 
we be ſure if we ſo run as we ought, that we | nal 
hall obtain that, it is enough to engage and en- ne / 
courage us in our Way, tho' it be never ſo un- | 7 
pleaſant ; but we are told ex abundanti, that we | ( 


have alſo a pleaſant Road, 


Now $0 


5 
4 
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Now there are zwelve things which help to 
make a Journey pleaſant, and there is ſomething 


| like to each of them which may be found in the 


oy of Wiſdom, and thoſe who walk in that 


Firſt, It helps to make a Journey pleaſant to. 
go upon a good Errand. He that is brought up a 


Priſoner in the Hands of the Miniſters of Juſtice, 


whatever Conveniencies he may be accommoda- 
ted with, cannot have a pleaſant Journey, but a 
melancholy one: And that's the Cale of a wick- _ 


ed Man; he is going on, in this World, towards : 


Deſtruction, the Way he is in, tho* wide and 
broad, leads direQly to it; and while he perſiſts 


in it, every Step he takes is fo much nearer Hell, 
and therefore he cannot have a pleaſant Journey; 


*tis abſurd and indecent to pretend to make it 


' ſo: Tho” the Way may ſeem right tb a Man, yet 
there can be no true Pleaſure in it, while zhe 


End thereof is the Ways of Death, and the Steps 
take hold on Hell, Prov. 5. 5 Tm 


But he that goes into a far Country to receive 


for himſelf a Kingdom, whatever Difficulties may 


attend his Journey, yet the Errand he goes on is 
enough to make it pleaſant: And on this Errand 


they go that travel Miſdom's Ways; they look for 


«2 Kingdom which cannot be moved, and are preſ- 
| {ing forwards in the Hopes of it. Abraham went 


out of his own Country, 2% knowing whither he 
went, Heb. 11. 8. But thoſe that ſez out and hold 
on in the Way of Religion, know whither it will 


3 bring them, that it leads zo Life, Mat. 7. 14. eter- 


nal Life; and therefore in the Way of Righteouſ- 


neſs is Life, Prov. 12, 25, becauſe there is ſucha | 


Life at the End of it, 5 


Good People go upon a gd Errand, for they 
go on God's Errand as well as on their own ; 


43 


9 


Were they to proceed 
they would have little Pleaſute in the Journey, 
every little Difficulty would foil them, and they 
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they are ſerving and glorifying him, contributing 


| ſomething to his Honour, and the Advancement 
of the Intereſts of his Kingdom among Men; | 
and this makes it pleaſant; and that which pars | 

ſo great a Reputation upon the Duties of Religi- | 
on, as that by them God is ſerved and plorified, | 


cannot but pt ſo much the more Satisfaction in- 


to them. With what Pleaſure doth Paul appeal | 
to God, as the God whom he ſerv'd with his Spi- 
rit in the Goſpel of his Son? Rom. 1.9, _ 
Srsͤecondly, It helps to make a Journey pleaſant, 
to have Strength and Ability for it, He that is 
weak, and ſickly, and lame, can find no Pleaſure 
in the pleaſanteſt Walks; how ſhould he, when | 
he takes every Step in Pain? But a ſtrong May | 
rejoyceth to run a Kate, while he that's feeble | 
trembles to ſet one Foot before another. Now | 
8 this makes the Ways of Religion pleaſant, that 

they who walk in thoſe Ways are not only cur'd | 
of their natural Weakneſs, but are fill'd with pi. | 
ritual Strength; they travel not in their own 
Might, but in the Greatneſi of his Strength, who | 


is mighty to ſave, Iſa. 63. 1. 


in their own Strength 


would tire preſently; but they go forth, and go 


on in the Strength of the Lord God, Pſal. 71. 16. 


and upon every Occafion according to his Pro- 


miſe, he reneut that Strength to them, and they 


mount up with Wings like Eagles, they go on with 


Chearfulneſs and Alacrity, they vun and are 2:2: 
' weary, they walk and do not faint, Ia. 40. 31, 
God with his Comforts enlargeth their Hearts, | 
and then they not only go, but run the Hay of 


bis Commandments, Plal, 119. 32. 


That 
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That which to the old Nature is impracticable 
and unpleaſant, and which therefore is declin'd, 
or gone about with ReluQancy, to the ew Na- 
ture is eaſy and pleaſant: And this new Nature 
is given to all the Saints, which puts a new Life 


| and Vigour into them, ſtrengthens them with all 


Might in the inner Man, Col. 1. 11. unto all Di- 
ligence in Doing-Work, Patience in Suffering- 


| Work, and Perſeverance in both; and fo all is 


made pleaſant. They are ſtrong in the Lord, and 
in the Power of his Might, Eph. 6. 10. and this 


not only keeps the Spirit willing, even then when 


the Fleſh is weak, but makes even the lame Man 
to /eap as an Hart, and the Tongue of the Dum 


= fing, Iſa. 35. 6. I can do all things through 
4 Chriſt ſtrengthning me, Phil. 4. 13. | 


| Thirdly, It helps to make a Journey pleaſant 


ts have Daylight: Tis very uncomfortable Pra- 
velling in the Night, in the black and dark Night; 


He that walketh in Darkneſs, ſaith our Saviour, 
knows not whither he goes, John 12. 35. right or 


| Wrong, and that's uncomfortable; and in another 


Place, If a Max walk in the Night he ſlumbleth, 
becauſe there is no Light in him, John 11. 10. And 


this is often ſpoken of as the miſerable Caſe of 
wicked People, They know not, neither will they 
underſtand, they walk on in Darkzeſs, Pla). $2.5. 
| They are in continual Danger, and ſo much the 
\ more, if they be not in continual Far. 


But Wiſdom's Children are all Children of the 
Light, and of the Day, 1 Theſ. 5. 5. They were 
Darkneſs, but are Light in the Lord, and walk 


| as Children of the Light, Eph, 2. 8. Truly the 


Light is ſweet, even to one that fits ſtill, but much 
more ſo to one that is in a Journey; and doubly 


| ſweez to thoſe who ſe? out in the Dark, as we all 
| did. But this great Light is riſen upon us, not 


only 
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only to pleaſe our Eyes, but to guide our Feet in- 


to the Paths of Peace, Luke 1, 79. And then 
they are indeed Paths of Peace, when we are 
guided into them, and guided in them by the 
Light of the Goſpel of Chriſt. And all that wa? 
in the Light of Goſpel Condud, cannot fail to walk 


in the Light of Goſpel-Comforts. 


And it adds to the Pleature of having Day. light 5 
in our Travels, if we are in no Danger of /o/:ng 


it, and of being enighted: And this is the Caſe 
of thoſe that walk in the Light of the Lord, for 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs that is riſen upon them, 
with healing under his Wings, ſhall no more go 


don, but thall be their everlaſting Light , Ita. | 


Fourthly, It helps to make a Journey pleaſant 


to have a goud Guide, whoſe Knowledge and Faith- | 


fulne(s one can confide in, A Traveller, tho' he 


has Day-light, yet may miſs his Way, and loſe 


himſelf, if he have not one to ſhew him his 


| Way, and po before him, eipecially if his Way 
lie, as ours doth, through a Wilderneſs, where 


there are ſo many By-paths; and tho' he ſhould 


not be guilty of any fatal Miltzke, yet he is in 
_ continual Doubt and Fear, which makes his 


Journey uncomfortable. 


But this is both the Safety and the Satisfaction 
of all true Chriſtians, that they have not only the 

Goſpel of Chriſt for their Light, both a drſcover- 
ing and directing Light, but the Spirit of Chriſt 


for their Gaide: ” Tis promis'd, that he ſhall lead 


_ them into all Truth, John 16. 13. ſhall guide them 


with his Eye, Pſal. 32. 8. Hence they are ſaid to 


walk after the Spirit, and to be led by the Spirit, 
. Rom. 8. 1, 14. as God's Iſrael of old were led 


through the Wilderneſs by a Pillar of Cloud and 
Fire, and the Lord was in it. 3 
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This is that which makes the Way of Religion 


ſuch a H gh way, as that the Way-faring Men 
15 Fools ſhall ant err therein, Iſa. 35. 8. there 


are Fools indeed, wicked ones, who walk after the 
Ileſh, that miſs their Way, and wander endleſſy; 

The Labour of the fooliſh wearieth every one of them, 
becauſe he knoweth not hovy to go to the City, Eccl. 
10. 15. but thoſe Fools that ſhall not err therein 
are weak ones, the fooliſh Things of the World, 


who in a Senſe of their own Folly are fo wiſe, as 
to give up themſelves intirely to the Conduct of 


the Spirit, both by Conſcience and the written 


Word, and if they have done this in Sincerity, 
they know whom they have deperided upon to 


guide them by his Counſel, and afterwards to re- 
cerve them to his Glory, Pſal. 73. 24. Theſe may 
goon their Journey pleaſantly, who are promis'd, 
that whenever they are in Doubt, or in Danger 


of miſtaking, or being miſ-led, they ſhall hear a 


Voice ſaying to them, This is the Way, walk in it, 

Fijſtblh, It helps to make a Journey pleaſant, 20 
be under à good Guard, or Convoy, that one may 
travel ſafely, Our Way lies through an Enemy's 
Country, and they are aQtive, ſubtil Enemies; 
the Road is infeſted with Robbers, that lye in wait 
to ſpoil, and to deſtroy; we travel by the Lyon's 


Dens, and the Mountains of the Leopards; and our 


Danger is thegreater, that it ariſeth not from He 


and Bloak, but ſpiritual Wickedneſſes, 1 Pet. 5 8. 
Satan, by the World and the Fleſh, way-lays us, 


and ſeeks to devour us; 10 that we could not with 
any Pleaſure go on our Way, if God himſelf. 
had not taken us under his ſpecial Protection. 
The ſame Spirit that is a Guide to thele Travel- 
lers, is their Guard alſo; for whoever are ſauctiſy d 


by the Holy Ghoſt, are by him preſerv'd in Chriſt 


Jeſus, 


e 
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Feſus, Jude 1. preſerv'd blameleſs; and ſhall be 
 Preſerv'd to the Heavenly Kingdom, 2 Tim. 4.18. 


ſo as that they ſhall not be robb'd of their Graces 
and Comforts, which are their Evidences for, and 


Earneſts of Eternal Life, they are kept by the Pow- 


er of God through Faith unto Salvation, 1 Pet. 1. 


5. and therefore may go on Chearfully. 


The Promiſes of God, area Writ of Protection 


to all Chriſt's good Subjects in their Travels, 
and give them ſuch a holy Security, as lays a Foun- 
dation for a conſtant Serenity. Eternal Truth 


it ſelf hath aſſur d them, that 20 Eil ſhall befal 


tbem, Pal. 91.10. nothing really and deſtruQtive- 


Iy Evil, no Evil but what God will bring Good 


to them out of; God himſelf hath engag'd to be 
their Keeper, and to preſerve their going out and 


coming in, from henceforth aud for ever, which 


looks as far forwards as Eternity it ſelf ; and by 
ſuch Promiſes as theſe, and that Grace which is 
convey'd through them to all active Believers, | 
God carries them as upon Eagles Wings to bring 
them to himſelf, Deut. 32. 11. 


Good Angels are appointed for a Guard to all 


that walk in T iſdom's Mays, to bear them in their 
Arms, where they go, Plal, 91. 11, and to proch | 
their Jeats round about them where they reft, | 


Pſal. 34. 7. and ſo to keep them ix alltheir Mays; 


How ealy may they be that are thus guarded, and 
how well pleas'd under all Events, as Jacob was; 
who went on his Way, and the Angels of God met 
—... 88 5 
Sixthly, It helps to make a Journey pleaſant, 
to have the Way track'd by thoſe that have gone be» 
fore in the ſame Road, and on the ſame Errand. Un- 
trodden Paths are unpleaſant ones; But in the Way 
pf Religion, we are both directed and encourag d 
by che good Examples of thoſe that have choſen 


the 


Being RELIGIOUS. 33 


the Way of Truth before us, and have walk'd in | 


it, We are bidden to follow them, who are now 
through Faith and Patience ( thoſe travelling 
Graces of a Chriſtian) wwheriting the Promiſes, 
Heb. 6. 12, . Þ 

*Tis pleaſant to think, that we are walking in 
the ſame Way with Abraham and Iſaac and Ja- 


cob, with whom we hope ſhortly to /r down in 
the Kingdom of God. How many holy, wiſe, 
ood Men have govern'd themſelves by the ſame 
ales that we govern our ſelves by, with the 
ſame Views, have liv'd by the ſame Faith that 


we live by, looking for the ſame bleſſed Hope, 
and have by it ohtaind a good Report, Heb, 11.2, 


And we go forth by the Footſteps of the Flock, Cant. 


Let us, therefore, to make our Way eaſy and 
pleaſanit, zake the Prophets for an Example, Jam, 


5. 10. And being compaſſed about with ſo great 4 
Cloud of Witneſſes, that like the Cloud in the 
Wilderneſs that went before Jrael, not only to 


few them the Way, but to ſmooth it for them, 
let us run with Patience, and Chearfulneſs, he 


| Race that is ſet before us, looking unto Feſus, the 


moſt encouraging Pattern of all, who has /eft xs 


an Example, that we ſhould follow his Steps, Heb. 


12. I. and what more pleaſant than to follow 


ſuch a Leader, whoſe Word of Command is Ful- 


low me! £ 5 | 
Seventhly, It helps to make a Journey pleafant 


#9 have good Company; This deceives the Time, 


and takes off the Tediouſneſs of a Journey as 


much as any Thing, Amicus pro Vehiculo. It is 
the Comfort of thoſe who walk in Wiſdom's 


Ways, that tho' there are but ſew walking in thoſe 


Ways, yet there are ſome, and thoſe the wiſeſt 
aud beſt, and ore excellent than their Neighbours , 


and 


— 
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and it will be found there are more ready to ſay; driv 
Mie will go with you, for we have heard that God | mid 
zt With you, Zech. 8. 23. can 
The Communion of Saints contributes much to | of / 
the Pleaſantneſs of Wiſdom's Ways; we have | If. 
| many Fellow-Travellers, that quicken one another, | C 
dy the Fellowſhip they have one with another, as | our 
'' Companions in the Kingdom and Patience of Feſus | Chi 
' Chriſt, Rev. 1. 9. It was a Pleaſure to them, | War 
| _ who were going up to Feruſalem to worſhip, that | Er 
their Numbers increas'd in every Town they | The 
came to, and ſo they went from Strength to Strength, | 15 2 
| they grew more and more numerous, 2¼ every | Sere 
| one of them in Lion appear'd before God, Pſal. 84, | ty 
JI. and ſoit is with God's ſpiritual Jrael, to which 46. 
wee have the Pleaſure of ſeeing daily Additions | Rox 
1 V% Ws 
= They that travel together make one another | Cor 
ll | _ pleaſant by Familiar Converſe ; and it is the Will | it, a 
of God that his People ſhould by that Means en- one 
{| courage one another, and ſtrengthen one anothers | to /, 
Hands; They that fear the Lord ſhould ſpeakoften | for « 
| one to another, Mal. 3. 17. exhort one another | / 
| daily, and communicate their Experiences, and it | Shal 
will add much tothe Pleaſure of this, to conſider | cold 
| 1 the kind Notice God is pleas'd to take of it; He | felv 
| hearkens, and hears, and a Book of Remembrance way 
g is written for thoſe that fear the Lord, and thicken | U 
Y; /// oe 
|.  FEigbrhly, It helps to make a Journey pleaſant, | We 
. have the Way lye through green Paſtures, aud | aJo 
C | by the ſtill Waters, and ſo the Ways of Wildom Sky 
l | 5. David ſpeaks his Experience herein, Pſal. | this 
BI 23. 2. that he was led into the green Paſtures, the | dom 
| _ Verdure whereof was grateful to the Eye, and | Hea 
| y the ſtill Waters whole ſoft and gentle Mur- betw 
murs were Muſick to the Ear: And he was not | 
* VV | driven 


_ Sha 


| between them and the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and 
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driven through theſe, but made to /ze dowy in the 
midſt of theſe Delights, as Iſrael when they en- 


| camp'd at Elim, where there were zwelve Wells 
of Water, and threeſcore and ten Palm trees, Exod. 


1 | peta 
"Golpel-Ordinaroes, in which we deal much in 
our Way to Heaven, are very agreeable to all the 
Children of God, as theſe green Paſtures, and ſtill 
Waters; they callthe Sabbatha Delight, and Pray- 
er a Delight, and the Word of God a Delight. 
Theſe are their pleaſant things, Ila. 64. 11. There 
7s 4 River of Comfort in Goſpel Ordinances, the 
Streams whereof make glad the City of God, the Ho- 
ly Place of the Tabernacles of the moſt High, Pſal. 
46. 4. and along the Banks of this River their 
Road lies. J 8 f 
Thoſe that turn aſide from the Ways of God's 


| Commandments, are upbraided with the Folly of 
it, as leaving a pleaſant Road for an unpleaſant 


one? Will a Man, a Traveller, be ſuch a Fool as 
to leave my Felds, which are ſmooth and even, 
for a Rock that's rugged and dangerous, or for the 
ſnowy Mountains of Lebanon, Jer, 18. 14. Marg. 

[ the running Waters be forſaken fur the ſtrange 


| cold Waters; thus are Men Enemies to them- 
| ſelves, and the Foolifhneſs of Man perverieth his Wo 


way. 35 

Ninthl, It adds to the Pleaſure of a Journey, 
to have it fair aver Head. Wet and ſtormy 
Weather takes off very much of the Pleaſute of 
a Journey; but *tis pleaſant Travelling when the 
Sky is clear, and the Air calm and ſerene; and 


this is the Happineſs of them that walk in Wiſ. 
dom's Ways, that all is clear between them and 


Heaven; there are no Clouds of Guilt to interpoſe 


to 


= — —„ — 
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to intercept his refreſhing Beams; no Storms of 
_ Wrath gathering that threaten them. : 

Dur Reconciliation to God, and Acceptance | 
with him makes every thing pleaſant; how can | 
we be melancholy, if Heaven ſmile upon us? Be- 
ing juſtified by Faith we have Peace with God, Rom. 
F. 1, 2. and Peace from God, Peace made for us, 


and Peace ſpoken to us, and then we rejoyce in Tri- 


Bulatin. Thoſe Travellers cannot but refoyce all 
the Day, who walk in the Light of God's Coun: 
tenance, Pſal. 89. 17. 


Tenthly, It adds likewiſe to the Pleaſure of A 


Journey 20 be furniſhed with all needful Accommo- 
dations for Travelling, They that walk in the 
Way of God have wherewithal to bear their 
Charges, and*tis promis'd them that they ſhall wt 
no good thing, Plal. 34. 1 
abundance of the Wealth of this World, which 


10. If they have not an 


perhaps will but overload a Traveller, and be an 


 fucumbrance, rather than any Fartherance, yet 
they have good Bills; having Acceſs by Prayer to 
the Throne of Grace wherever they are, and a 
Promiſe that they ſhall receive what they ; and 
| Acceſs by Faith tothe Covenant of Grace, which 


they may draw upon, and draw from as an inex- 


will provide, 


| hauſtible Treaſury. Jehovab Jireb, The Lord 


Cbriſt our Melchixedec brings forth Bread and 
Wine, as Gen. 14. 18. forthe Refreſhment of the 
poor Travellers, that they may not faint by the 
May, 1King. 19.8. When Elijab had a long Jour- 
ney to go, he was victualled accordingly; God 
will give Grace ſufficient to his People for all their 
Exerciſes, 2 Cor. 12. 9. Strength according to tbe 
Day; verily they ſhall be fed, And fince Travels 
lers muſt have baiting-places, and reſting places, 
_ Chriſt has provided Reſt at Noon, Cant. I. 7. hs 


8 Reſt at Nignt too; Return to thy Reſt, O my Sonl. 


| and Comfort to themſelves, He hath piven us 
ty to rejoyce in the Lord always. 


| prot Got, by bearing the Words of bir Aoth, 


Captives return to their own Country, when they 
came with Singing unto Lion, Iſa. 51. 11, And 


to the Houſe of the Lord; for the Lord had made 


eo have a good Proſpect, The Travellers in Wiſ- 


all about them Heir own, even the World, and 


o come in this State, all is yours, if you be Chriſt's, 
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the Heat of che Day, for thoſe that are his; and 


- Eleventhly, It adds ſomething to the Pleaſure 
of a ſourney to Sing in the Way; This takes off 
ſomething of the Fatigue of Travelling, exhile- 
rates the Spirits ; Pilgrims us'd it; and God has 
put a Song, a mew Song into the Mouths of his 
People, P/al. 40. 3. even Praiſes to their God, 


Cauſe to be chearful, and Leave to be chearful, 
and Hearts to be cheatful, and has made it our Du- 


it is promis'd to thoſe, who are brought to 


that they ſhall ſg in the Ways of the Lord, Pſal. 
138. F. and good Reaſon, for great is the Gliry 
of the Lord. How pleaſantly did the releaſed 


much more Fehoſhaphat's Victorious Army, when 
they came to Feruſalem, with Pſalteries and Harps 


them to rejoyce over their Enemies, 2 Chr. 20, 28. 
With this the Travellers may revive oneanother, 
O come, let us ſiug unto the Lord. „„ 
Twelfthly, It helps to make a Journey pleaſant 


dom's Ways may look about them with Pleaſure, 
ſo as no Travellers ever could, for they can call 


Life, and Death, and Things preſent, and Things 
1 Cor. 3. 22. The whole Creation is not only 
at Peace with them, but at their Service, # 
They can look before them with Pleaſure; not 
with Anxiety and Uncertainty, but a humble Aſ- 
ſurance; not with 8 th but Joy. *Tis plea- 
18 EE! lant 
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fant ina Journey, to have a ProſpeQ of the Jour- Th 
ney's End; to ſee that the Way we are in leads ; 
 direQlly to it, and to ſee that it cannot be far off; | 7; 
every Step we take is ſo much nearer it, nay, and] __ © 


we are within a few Steps of it; We have a Pro- 
ſpect of being ſhortly with Chriſt in Paradiſe; yet | aaa 
2 a little while, and we ſhall beat Home, we ſhall | 2 
be at Reſt; and whatever Difficulties we may | 1 
meet with in our Way, when we come to Hea. | 1 
ven All will be well, Eternally well. ther 
. 2 Bu N | Wor 
S r ligio 
ee og ly „ 
The Dottrine vindicated from what may be] that 
.  objefied againſt it. 82 


 FUFFER me a little ( faith Hil- to Fob, Job þ 77s t 
TI 36. 2.) and I will ſhew thee that I have yet to 77 


| He en God's Behalf, ſomething more to ſay in Þ 5 

Defence of this Truth, againſt that which may! Th 

ſeem to weaken the Force of it. We all ought 2 V 
aid, 


to concerm our ſelves for the Vindication of God. 
lineſs, and to ſpeak what we can for it, for we 
know that it is every where ſpoken againſt; And 
there is no Truth ſo plain, ſo evident, but there] 
have been thoſe that have objected againſt it; © 
The Prince of Darkneſs will raiſe *what Miſts 
he can to cloud a Truth, that ſtands ſo direct!) 
againſt his Intereſt, but Grea? is the Truth, and 
will prevgil, 3 pigs { 
| gy s to the Truth of the Pleaſantneſs of 
Religion, A „„ 
Hirſt, It is eaſy to confront the Reproaches of the ; 
Exmemies of Religion, that put it into an ill Name. j 
ne, 5 : There 


7 be , 
K Job 


ought 
Ef God- 
or We 
5-4 And 


there 


inſt it; 
p Miſts 
direct!) 


th, and 


eſs of 


of the they know natu all) as brute Beaſts, in thoſe things 
5 


Name 
There 


ing perverted their own Ways, to pervert the right 


N turn away the Deputy from the Faith, AQs 13. 8, 


up an evil Report upon the promiſed Land, Nam. 
13. 23. as a Land that did eat up the Inhabitants 
thereof; and neither could be conquer d, nor was 

worth canquering. 8 


ligion, as aTask and a Druagery; they dreſs it up 
in frightful, formidable Colours, but very falſe 
| Ones, to deter others from Picty, and to juſtify 

\ themſelves in their own Impiety. They ſuggeit 
that Chriſt's Toke is heavy, and his Commandments 
* grievous, and that to be Religious is to bid Adiew 
to all Pleaſure and Delight, and to turn Tormen- 
ters to our ſelves; That God is a hard Maſter, 


yes 70 reaping where he has not ſuwn ,and gathering where | 


lay in} 
may 
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There are thoſe who make it their Buſineſs, hav- 


Ways of the Lord, and caſt an Odium upon them; 
as Elymas the Sorcerer did, with Deſign to 


10. They are like the wicked Spies, that brought 


The Scoffers of the later Days ſpeak ill of Re- 


he has not ſtrew'd, Mat. 25. 24. 
There were thoſe of Old that thus reproach'd 
the Ways of God and flander'd Religion, for they 
ſaid, It is vain to ſerve God, Mal. 3. 14. there's 
neither Credit nor Comfort init, and what Profit 
is it that we have kept his Ordinances, and (ob- 

ferve their invidious Deſcription of Religion) hat 
we have walked mournfully before the Lord of Hoſts ; 

as if to be Religious was to walk mournufully, 
whereas indeed it is to walk chearfully. IE 

Now in Anſwer to theſe Cilumnies we have 
this to ſay, that the Matter is not ſo. They who 
ſay thus of Religicn, ſpeak Evil of the Things 
which they know not, 2. Pet. 2. 12, while what 


they corrupt themſelves, Jude 10, The Devil we 
know was a Liar from the Beginning; and a falſe 
F 2 Accuſer 
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Accuſer of God and Religion, and in this patti- 


Cularly repreſented God to our firſt Parents, Gen. 


3. F. as having dealt hardly and unjuſtly with 
them, in tying them out from the Tree of Know- 


ledge; as if he envy'd them the Happineſs and 
"Pleaſure they would attain to by eating of that 
Tree; and the ſame Method he ſtill takes to alie- 
nate Mens Minds from the Life of God, and the 


Power of Godlineſ(s, But weknow, and are ſure, 
that it is a groundleis imputation, for Wiſdom's 


Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths | 


gre Peace. 


Secondly, It is eaſy alſo 20 ſet aſi de the Miſrepre- 


ſentations of Religion, which are made by ſome that 

call themſelves its Friends, and profeſs Kindneſs fur 

t. As there are Enemies of the Lord that blaſpheme, 
2 Sam. 12. 14. ſothere are among the People of 
the Lord thoſe that give them great Occaſion to do 
ſo, as David did. How many Hounds doth Re- 
ligion receive in the Houſe of her Friends, falſe þ 
Ones, unworthy to! 
pe called Wiſdom's Children, for they do notf 


Friends they are, or ih 


juſtiſy her as they ought; but through Miſtake and 


Indulgence of their own Weakneſſes betray her 
Cauſe inſtead of pleading it, and witneſſing to it; 
and confirm People's Prejudices againſt it, which 


they ſhould endeavour to remove. 
Some that profeſs Religion are moroſe and ſoxr 


In their PrOfeſſion, peeviih and ill-humour'd, and 
make the Exerciſes of Religion a Burthen, and 


Task, and Terror to themſelves, and all about 
them, which ought taſweeten the Spirit, and make 
aeaſy, and candid, and compaſſionate to the Infir- 


; amities of the weak and feeble of the Flock. 


Others ere melancholy and ſorrowſul in their 


loving 


it will 


(2.) 
muſt b. 
yet the; 
Good! 


have i 


| Froſoſſion, and go mourning from Day 0 Day un: They 


iti- | 
+, ns 
ith 
We 
ind 
hat 
lie- 
the 
ure, 
m' 
aths 


pre- 
7 hat 
[s fot 
eme, 
le Ot 
to do 


falſe 


ny to 


de and 
iy her 
to it; 
which 


1d ſour 
d, and 
n;, and 
about 
d make 
e lnfir- 
K. 


in their have in their Religion, and whoſe Fault is it? 
Day un. 


del 


ſorrouful Spirit, yet we will abide by it, that tras 
Piety has true Pleaſure in it natwithſtandingg 


and holy Ends, for a- Time, to ſuſpend the Com- 
munication of his Comforts to his People, and 
to hide his Face from them, to try their Faith, 
that it may be fonrnd to praiſe, and hongur, and 
glory at the appearing of Chriſt, 1 Pet. 1. 6, 7. and. 
{0 much the more for their Being a while i Hea- 
| wineſs thro manifold Temptations, 
| redts them for what has been done amiſs by rhei, 
1 Re- and takes this Courſe to mortiſy what is amiſs in 
them; even Winter Seaſons contribute to the 
 Fruitfulneſs of the Earth. Thus he brings them 
not 


but to magnify his Power ſo much the more in 
ſupporting them, and to make his Returns the 


it will come up again. 


Being RELIGIOUS. rot. 


der prevailing Doubts, and Fears, and Diſquiet-: 
ments about their ſpiritual State. We know 
tome. of the beſt of God's Servants have experi- 
enc'd Trouble of Mind to a great Degree, 

But as to the former, it is their $7; and let 
them bear their own Butthen, but let not Retigi- 
on be blam'd for it; and as to the latter, though. 
there are ſome very good People that are of a. 


But, (1.) God is ſometimes pleas'd, for wile 


Thus he cor- 


to a cloſer and more humble Dependance upon. 
Chriſt for all their Comfort, and teacheth them 
to live entirely upon him. And tho? for 4 ſmall. 
Moment he thus forſakes them, Iſa. 54. 7, S. it is 


ſweeter, for he will gather them with everlaſting 
loving Kindneſs. Light is ſown for them, aud 


(2.) This as it is their Afrdinn, God's Hand 
muſt be acknowledg'd in it, his righteous Hand; 
yet there is Sin iu it, and that is ſrom themſelves, 
Good People have not the Comforts they might 


They may thank chemſelves; they run themſelves, 
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into the Dark, and then ſhut their Eyes againſt 
the Light. My Mounds ſtink and are corrupt, ſaith 

David, Pſal. 38. 5, The Wounds of Sin which 
I gave myſelf are unheald, not bound up, or mol- 
lified with Ointment. And why? Is it for want 


of Balm in Gilead, or a Phyſician there? No, he 


Gladneſs to them, but they turn a deaf Ear to it, 


like {jrael in Egypt, that hearken'd not to Moſes 
for Anguifh of Spirit and ſore Bondage, Exod. 6. 
9. But let not the Blame be laid upon Religion, 
which has provided Comfort for their Souls, but 
let them bear the Blame whoſe Souls refuſe to be 
comforted, or who do not take the Way appoint- | 
ed for Comfort; who do not go through with | 
their Repenting and Believing, David owns the | 

| Reaſon why ke wanted Comfort, and was in 
Pain, and in a Toſs, was becauſe he kept Silence: 
_ He was not ſo free with God as he might, and | 
ſhou'd have been; but when he ſaid, I will con- 
feſs my Tranſgreſſion unto the Lord, he was forgi- | 


den, and all was well, Pſal. 32. 3, 4, F. 
' Thoſe do both God and Chriſt, and themſelves, 


and others, a deal of Wrong, who look upon him 

with whom they have to do in Religion, as one 

that ſeeks an Occaſion againſt them, and count. 
them for hif Enemies, and is extreme to mark what 


they think, or ſay, or do amiſs ; whereas he is 


quite otherwiſe, is low zo Anger, ſwift to ſhew 
Mercy, and willing to make the beſt of thoſe whoſe | 
Hearts are upright with him, though they are 
compaſs'd about with |nfirmity: He will not al- 

ways chide; he doth not delight in the Death of 
them that die, but would rather they ſhould zxrz 

__ #ad live, Ezek. 33. 11. Nor doth he delight in 
the Tears of them that weep, doth not Mict wil- 


linęly, 


owns *tis becauſe of my Fooliſhneſs, I did not take | 
the right Method with them, God ſpeaks Foy and | 


bo 
p 
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lingly, nor grieve the Children of Men, Lam. 3, 


33. much leſs his ows Children, but would ra- 
ther they ſhould be upon good Grounds comfor- 


; ted. Religion then clears itſelf from all Blame, 


which ſome may take Occaſion to caſt upon it, 


that are felgen. DG 
But, Th:rdly, it will require ſome more Pains 


from the uncomfortable Lives which ſome lead 


to reconcile this Truth of the Pleaſantneſs of re- 
ligious Ways, with that which the [ord of GG 
itſelf tells us of, the Difficulties which the Ways 
of Religion are attended with. We value not the 
Miſapprehenſions of ſome, and the Miſrepreſen- 
| zations of others, concerning religious Ways; but 
| we are ſure the Ward of Cod is of a Piece with 
itſelf, and doth not contradid itfelf, Our Ma- 
; ſer hath taught us to call the Way to Heaven a 
| narrow Way, dds Te, an Micted Way, a 
diſtreſſed Way; and we have in Scripture many 
things that ſpeak it ſo, And it is true; but that 
doth not contradict this Doctrine, That the Hays 
of Wiſdom are pleaſant; For the Pleaſautueſs that 
is in Wiſdom's Ways is intended to be a Balance, 
and it is very much an Over-balance to that ins 
them which is any way difatefal or incommodli- 
645, As for the imaginary Difficulties which the 


Sluggard dreams of, 4 Lion in the Hay, a Lins 


in the Street, we do not regard them: But there 


are ſome real Difficulties in it, as well as rea! 
Comforts, for God hath ſet the one wver-againſi 


| the other, Eccl. 7. 14. that we might ſtudy to 


comport with both, and might ſing, and ſing unto 
Gad of both, Pſel. 101. 1 
We will not, we dare not make the Matter 
better than it is, but will allow there is that in 
Religion which at firſt View may ſeem unplea ; 
ſant; and yet doubt not but to ſhew that it is re- 
TE 1 F 4 IN COncilea- 
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L concileable to, and conſiſtent with all that Plea- 
ſure which we maintain to be in Religion, and 
ſo to take off all Exceptions againſt this Dodtine. 
Amicæ Scripturarumlites, utinam & noſtræ! Twere 
well if we could agree with one another, as wel! 
as Scripturegoth with itſelf. 8 
There arè Hur things which ſeem not well to 
conſiſt with this Doctrine, and yet "tis certain 
they 5; 

First, It is true, that to be religious, is zo live 


a Life of Repentance, and yet religious Ways are 


pleaſant notwithſtanding, It is true we muſt 
mourn for Sin daily, and reflect with Regret upon 
cur manifold Infirmities; Sin muſt be bitter to 
us, and we mult even 1oath 2nd abhor ourſelves 


for our Corruptions that dwell in us, and the 


many actual Tranfgreffions thet are committed 


by us. We muſt renew our Repentance daily, 


and every Night muſt make ſome ſorrowful Re- 


PeQions upou the CINE of the Day. But 


1 
5 . It is not our walking i in the Way of Wiſdom 


has creates us this Sorrow, but our triftling in that 


Way, and our turning aſide out of it. If we 
would keep cloſe to theſe Ways, and paſs for- 
Wards in them as we ought, there would be no 


Occaſion for Repentance. If we were as we 
ſhould be, we ſhould be always praifing God, 


and rejoycing in him; but we make other Work 
for ourſelves by our own Folly, and then com- 
plain that Religion is anpleaſant, and whoſe Fault 


is that? If we would be always Jg and de- 
lighting in God, and would live a Life of Com- 


munion with him, we ſhould have no Occaſion 


to repent of that; but if we leave the Fountain 


of living Waters, and turn aide to broken Ci terns, 


2 


8 *& 3 Wo 


Saviour hath ſaid of them who thus' mourn, not 
only that they Hall be comfor:i:d, ut that they 
are bleſſed, Mat. 5. 4. When a M. is confer- 
- ous to himſelf that he has done an ill thing and 
What is zzbecoming bim and may be hurt to 
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leſs we ſhall) to repent of zhaz, we may thank 
ourſelves, | 


What there is of Bitterneſs in Repentance, is 


owing not to our Religion, but to our DefeRs 
and Defaults in Religion; and it proves not that 


there is Bitterneſs in the Hays of God, but in the 
Ways of Sin, which make a penitential Sorrow 


neceſſary for the preventing of a Sorrow a thou- 
ſand times worſe; for ſooner or later Sz wil 


have Sorrow. lf Repentance be bitter, we muſt 
| ſay, not this comes of being gealy, but this comes 
of being fu; Jer. 4. 18, This ts thy Hickedneſs 
becauſe it is bitter. It by Sin we have made Sor- 
row neceflary, *tis certainly better to mourn nw, 
than mourn at the laſt, Prov. 5. 11. To continue 
impenitent, is not to put away $row from thy. 


Heart, but to put it off to a worſe Place, 
2. Even in Repentance, if it be right, chere is 4 
true Pleaſure, a Pleaſute accompanying it. Our 


him, 'tis incident to him to repent of it, Now 
Religion hath found a Way to put a Sweetnets 
into that Bitterneſs, Repentance, when it is from 
under the Influence of Religion, is noihing but 
Bitterneſs and Horror, as Fadas's was; but Re- 


pentance, as it is made an AQ of Religion, as it 


is one of the Laws of Chriſt, is pleaſant, as it i 


the railing of the Spirit, and the diſcharging of 


that which is noxious and offenſive. 


Our Religion has not only taken Care, that 
Penitents be not overwhelm'd with an Exceſs of 


Sorrow, 2 Cor. 2. 7. and ſwallow'd up by it; that 
their Sorrow do not work Death, as the Socrow 


„ 
; 
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of the Worlddoth; but it has provided, that even 
this bitter Cup ſhould be ſweerned; and therefore 
we find that under the Law, the Sacrifices for Sin 
were commonly attended with Expreſſions of 
Joy: And while the Prieſts were ſprinkling the 
Blood of the Sacrifices to make Atonement, 2 Chr. 


29 24, 25. the Levites attended with Pſalter ies 


1 
#1 


und Harps, for ſo was the Commandment of the | 


Lord by his Prophets, Even the Day to ict the 


Soul is the Day of Atonement ; and when we 7e- 
ceive the Atonement, we joy in God through our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, Rom. 5. 1. In giving Conſent 
to the Atonement, we tale the Comfort of the 
„„ —— 8 
In ſorrowing for the Death of ſome dear 
Friend or Relation, thus far we have found a 
- Pleaſure in it, that it hath give» Vent 10 our | 
_ Grief which our Spirits were full of; fo in Sor- | 
row for Sin, the ſhedding of juſt Tears is ſome 
Satisfaction to us. If 'tis a Pleaſure to be angry, 
when a Man thinks with 7onah, he doth well 10 
be angry, much more is it a Pleaſure to be ſorry, 
- When a Man is ſure he doth well to be ſorry. 
The ſame Word in Hebrew, DI), ſignifies both 
conſolari and pœnitere, both to comfort and to re- 
peut, becauſe there is Comfort in true Repen- | 


3. Much more aſter Repentance, there is a Plea- 
- ſure attending it, and flowing from it. It is a Way 
of. Pleaſuntneſs, for it is the Way to Pleaſantneſs. 
To them that mourn in Zion, that ſorrow after a 
godly Sort, God hath appointed Beauty for Aſhes, 
and the Oi of Foy for Mourning, Iſa. 61. 3. And 
the more the Soul is humbled under the Senſe of 

Sin, the more ſenſible will the Comfort of Par- 


don be; tis wounding in order to being heal'd: 


The Jubilee Trumpet ſounded in the Cloſe of 
PE a the 


Year of Releaſe; and an acceptable Near it is in- 


_ deed, to thoſe who find themſelves 7y'd and bound 
vith the Cords of their Sins. CE 


him as their God, and to enter into Covenant with 
him: And let their Hearts rejoyce that ſeek the 


that their Iniquities are forgiven; and what Joy 
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the Day of Soul. Agickiun, Lev. 25. 9. which 
proclaim'd the acceptable Tear of the Lord, the 


True Penitents go weeping, tis true, but it is 
to ſeek the Lord of Huſts, Jer. 50. 4, 5. to ſeek 


Lord, Pal. 105. 3. for they ſhall find him, and 
find him their Hhountiful Rewarder. They forrow 
not as thoſe ht have no Hope, but good Hope 


can be greater than that of a Pardon to one con- 
aem# af. F p nos 

Secondly, It is ttue, that to be religious is to 
tate Care, and take Pains, and to labour earneſtly, 


Luke 13. 25. and yet Wiſdom's Hays are Hays of 
Pleaſautneſi. It is true, we muſt ſtrive to enter 
into this Way, muſt be 72 an Agony, ſo the Word 
is. There is a Violence which the Kingdom of 


Heaven ſuffers, and the Violent take it by Force, 


Mat. 11. 12. And when we are in that Way, we 


muſt run with Patience, Heb, 12. 1. The Bread 
of Life is to be eaten ia the Sweat of our Face; 


we muſt be always upon our Guard, and keep 


our Hearts With all Diligence. Buſineſs for God 
and our Souls is what we are not allow'd to be 
ſlothful in, but fervent in Spirit ſerving the Lord, 


Rom. 12. 11. We are Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, 18 
and we muſt endure Hardneſs, muſt war the good We 
Warfare till it be accompliſhed, 2 Tim. 2. 3. ſl 
And yet even in this Contention there is Com- 
Fort. Tis Work indeed, and Work that requires 
Care; and yet it will appear to be pleaſant Work, 


if we conſider how we are enabled for it, and en- 
courag'd in it. LY NE 


1. How 


The Jubilee Trumpet ſounded in the Cloſe of 
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of the Worlddoth; but it has provided, that even | 
this bitter Cup ſhould be ſweetned; and therefore 
we find that under the Law, the Sacrifices for Sin 


were commonly attended with Expreſſions of 


Joy: And while the Prieſts were ſprinkling the 
Hlood of the Sacrifices to mate Atonement, 2 Chr, 
29 24, 25. the Levites attended with Pſalter ies 
und Harps, for ſo was the Commandment of the 
Lord by his Prophets. Even the Day to afflict the 
Soul is the Day of Atonement ; and when we re- 
ceive the Atonement, we joy in God through our |} 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, Rom. 5. 1. In giving Conſent 


to the Atonement, we tale the Comfort of the 


Atonement. % 3 — 
In ſorrowing for the Death of ſome dear 
Friend or Relation, thus far we have found a | 

Pleaſure in it, that it hath grven Vent tO our | 

_ Grief which cur Spirits were full of; fo in Sor- 4 

row for Sin, the ſhedding of juſt Tears is fome | 

Satisfaction to us. If "tis a Pleaſure to be angry, 


when a Man thinks with Jonah, he doth well 20 


| be angry, much more is it a Pleaſure to be ſorry, 
when a Man is ſure he doth well to be ſorry. 
The ſame Word in Hebrew, DMN), ſignifies bath | 
conſolari and pœnitere, both to comfort and to re- 
peut, becauſe there is Comfort in true Repen- 
JJ 1 | 
3. Much more ofter Repentance, there is aPlea- || 
ſure attending it, and flowing from it. It is a Way 
of. Pleaſuntneſs, for it is the Way to Pleaſantneſs, 
To them that mourn in Zion, that ſorrow after a 
godly Sort, God hath appointed Beauty for Aſhes, 
and the Of Foy for Mourning, Iſa. 61. 3. And 
the more the Soul is humbled under the Senſe of 


Sin, the more ſenſible will the Comfort of Par- 
don be; tis wounding in order to being heal'd: 


the 


Secondly, 
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the Day of Soul-Amidicn, Lev. 25. 9. which 


proclaim'd the acceptable Tear of the Lord, the 


Year of Releaſe; and an acceptable Tear it is in- 


deed, to thoſe who find themſelves 7y'4 and bound 


with the Cords of their Sins, 


True Penitents go weeping, *tis true, but it is 


to ſeek the Lord of Hiſts, Jer. 30. 4, f. to ſeek 
him as their God, and to enter into Covenant with 
him: And let their Hearts rejoyce that ſeek the 


Lord, Pſal. 105. 3. for they ſhall find him, and 
find him their 4ozntiful Rewarder. They forrow 


not as thoſe zhat have wo Hope, but good Hope 
that their Iniquities are forgiven; and what Joy 
can be greater than that of a Pardon to one con- 


demn'd? 


tate Care, and take Pains, and to labour earneſtly, 


Luke 13. 25. and yet Wiſdow's Hays are Hays of 


Pleaſautueſs. It is true, we mult ftrive to enter 


into this Way, mult be ia an Agony, ſo the Word 
is. There is a Violence which the Kingdom of 
Heaven ſuffers, and the Violent take it by Foree, 
Mat. 11. 12. And when we are in that Way, we 
muſt run with Patience, Heb, 12. 1. The Bread 


of Life is to be eaten ia the Sweat of our Face; 


we muſt be always upon our Guard, and keep 


our Hearts With all Diligence. Buſineſs for God 


and our Souls is what we are not allow'd to be 
flothful in, but fervent in Spirit ſerving the Lora, 


Roi. 12. 11. We are Soldiers of Feſus Chriſt, 


and we muſt endure Hardneſs, muſt war the good 
Warfare till it be accompliſhed, 2 Tim. 2, 3. 
And yet even in this Contention there is Com- 


fort. Tis Work indeed, and Work that requires 
Care; and yet it will appear to be pleaſant Work, 


if we conſider how we are enabled for it, and eu- 
(courag d in it, =, 


1. Hoy 


[t is true, that to be religious is to 
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1. How we are enabled for it, and ſtrengthen'd | 


with Strength in our Souls to go on in it, and go 
_ through with it, It would be unpleaſant, and 
would go on very heavily, if we were left to our 
ſelves, to travel in our own Strength ; but if we 
be aQtcd and animated in it by a better Spirit, and 
zmightier Power than our own, 'tis pleaſant. If 


= God work in us both to will and to do of his own 


7 755 Pleaſure, Phil. 2. 12, 13. we ſhall have no 
eaſon to complain of the Diffiulty of our Work, 


for God ordains Peace for us, true Peace and Plea - 


ſute by working all our Works in us, Iſa. 26. 12. 
We may ſg at our Work, if our Minds be 


7 by the Spirit of God brought to ir, our Hands 
| ſtrengthen'd for it, and our Jyfirmities help'd, 


Rom. 8. 26. and particularly our Infirmities in 


Prayer; that by it we may fetch in Strength for 
every Service, Strength according to the Day. Da- 


el at firſt found God's ſpeaking to him a Terror, 
he could not bear it; but when one like /e Ap- 
 fearance of a Man came and touch'd him, (who 


could be no other but Chriſt the Mediator) aud 


Put Strength into him, ſaying, Peace be ante thee, 
be flrong, yea, be ſtrong, it was quite another 
thing with him, then nothing more pleaſant, Let 


my Lord ſpeak, for thou haſt ſirengiben'd me, Dan. 1 


10. 17,18, 19. 


{  Tho' the Way to Heaven be 2 Hill, yet if we 

be carried on in it as 2 Eagles Wings, it will 
be pleaſant; and thoſe are ſo that wait upon the 
Lord, for to them it is promis'd that they „hall 


renew their Strength, That is pleaſant Work, tho! 
againſt the Grain to our corrupt Natures; for the 
doing of which we have not only a zew Nature 
given us, inclining us to it, and making us ha- 
bitually capable of Application to it, but actual 
Supplies of Grace ſufficient for the doing of it, 


premis'd 


what Strength we need, and what will ſerve, 
and will neither be ankind to us, not ànfaithful 
to his own Word. And it is obſervable that when 


God, tho” he eas'd not Paul of the Thorn in the 
| Fleſh, yet ſaid that good Word to him, MA) Grace 
s ſufficient fur thee, immediately it follows, There- 


fore | take Pleaſure in Infirmities, in Reproaches, 


in Diſtreſſes for Chriſt's ſake, for when I am weak, 


then I am ſtrong, Sufficient Grace will make 
our Work pleaſant, even the hardeſt Part of it. 


2. How we are encouraged in it. Tis true, 
we mult tale Pains, but the Work is good Work, 


| and is to be done, and is done by all the Saints 
from a Principle of holy Love, and that makes 


it pleaſant, 1 John 5.3. as Jacob's Service for 


Rachel was to him, becauſe he lov'd her, 'Tis 


an unſpeakable Comfort to induſtrious Chriſti- 


ans, that they are working together with God, and 


he with them ; that their Maſter's Eye is upon 


them, anda Witneſs to their Sincerity ; he ſees 
in ſecret, and will reward openly, Mat. 6. 6. God 
now accepteth their Works, ſmiles upon them, 
and his Spirit ſpeaks to them good Words and 
| comfortable Words, Lech. 1.13. witneſleth to their 
Adoption. And this is very encouraging to God's 
Servants, as it was to the Servants of Boaz, to 
have their Maſter come to them, when they were 


hard at Work, reaping down his own Fields, and 
with a pleaſant Countenance ſay to them, The 
Lord be with you, Ruth 2. 4. Nay, the Spirit 


faith more to God's Labourers, The Lord is with 


you. | hp 
4 The Proſpe& of the Recompence of Reward, is 
in a ſpecial Manner encouraging to us in our 

Work, and makes it pleaſant, and the little Dif- 
Fcultjes we meet with in it to be as nothing. 
13 5 „ 
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promis'd us, 2 Cor. 12. 9, 10. by one who knows 


— 
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of it, Nom. 1 


'Twas by having an Eye to this, that Moſes was 
encourag'd not only to bear the Reproach of Chriſt, 


but to eſteem it greater Riches than the Treaſures 
f Egypt, Heb. II. 26. In all Labour there is 
| Profit, and if ſo, there is Pleaſure alſo in the 
 Profpe@ of that Profit, and according to the De- 
gree of it. We muſt work, but it is to work out 
our Salvation, a great Salvation, which when it | 
comes, Will abundantly make us Amends for all 


our Toil. We muſt ſtrive, but it is to enter in- 


0 Life, eternal Life. We mult run, but it is for 
an iacorruptible Crown, the Prize of our high 
| Calling, And we do not run at an Uncertainty, 
nor fight as thoſe that beat the Air, for to him | 
that ſows Righteouſneſs there is a ſure Reward, | 
Prov. 11. 18. and the Aſſurance of that Harveſt 
will make even the Seedtime pleaſant, 1 
FThirdiy, It is true, that to be religious, is to | 
deny ourſelves in many things that are pleaſing s 
Senſe: And yet Wiſdom's Ways are Pleaſauntneſs 
for all that. It is indeed neceſſary, that beloved 
_ Luſts ſhould be mortify'd and ſubdu'd, corrupt 


Appetites croſs'd and diſpleas'd, which, to the 


natural Man, is like plaching out a right Eye, and 
cutting off a right Hand, Mat. 5. 29 There are 
forbidden Pleaſures that mult be abandon'd, and 
kept at a Diſtance from: The Fleſh muſt not be 


gratify'd, nor Proviſion made to fulfill the Luſts 


daily. | 
. Now 


3. 14. but on the contrary, wemuſt |} 
keep under the Body, and bring it into Subjedtion, 
1 Cor. 9. 27. we muſt cracify the Fleſh, muſt 
kill it, and put it to a painful Death. The firſt. 
Leſſon we are to learn in the School of Chriſt | 
js to deny ourſelves, Mat. 16. 24. and this muſt _ 
be our conſtant Practice; we mult uſe ourſelves 
to deny ourſelyes, and thus zake up our Croſs 


religious Life? No, it will not; for the Plea- 


ver they are valu'd and eſteem'd by thoſe wo 
live by Senſe, and know no better, they are 


ſed Spirits above. 


| vpon by thoſe, that knew not how to value ei- 
ther the Manna of the Wilderneſs, or the Milk 
and Honey of Canaan, Numb. 11. 5. So the baſe 


which he was fond of when be was a Child? {ji 


them, for he is acquainted with thoſe Entertain- 
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Now will not this ſpoil all the Pleaſure of a 


ſures of Senſe which we are to deny ourſelves. 
in, are Comparatively deſpicable, and really dan- 
erous. 35 | | „ OE 
t. Theſe Pleaſures we are to deny ourſelves. 
in, are comparatively deſpicable: How much foe- 
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look'd upon with a generous Contempt by thoſe 


who live by Faith, and are acquainted with Di- i 

Vine and Spiritual Pleaſures. And it is no Pain . 

to deny ourſelves in theſe Pleaſures, when we 924 
Fbnovw ourſelves entitl'd to better, more rational, 1 
and noble, and agreeable, the Delights of the bleſ- Ne 
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The Garlic and Onions of Egypt were doted 
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and ſordid Pleaſures of Senſe are reliſh'd by the 


deprav'd and vicious Appetites of the carnal 1 
Mind: But when a Man has learn'd to put a 
due Eſtimate upon ſpiritual Pleaſures, thoſe that be. 
are ſenſual have loſt all their Sweetneſs, and are 
become the moſt ih hf things in the World; have ? ; 

no Pleaſure in them, in con pariſon with that far 
greater Pleaſure which excellet bd. e 1 

$ Is it any Diminution to the Pleaſure of a 
grown Man, to deny himſelf the Toys and Sports Þ 


No, when he became a Man he pat away thoſe In 
childiſh things; he is now paſt them, he's above 


ments that are manly and more generous. Thus 
mean and little do the Pleaſures of Senſe appear, 


gti: The PLEASURE f 
to thoſe that have learn'd to delight themſelves in 
T 5 
tale away the Heart. If the Heart be ſet upon 


ſtanding and Conſcience, and in many quench 


ven. They are in Danger of drawing away the 
Heart from God, and the more they are valu'd 


drowning us in Deſtruction and Perdition; To 
deny our ſelves in them, is but to avoid a Rock, 
—. ß Eo EE ot a 
What Diminution is it to the Pleaſure of a ſafe 


walking in a fair but dangerous Way, that 


of it is no Loſs or Uneaſineſs. 


tinual Reaſon to ſuſpect a Szare, and a Deſign up- 
on him, any more than he that was at a Feaſt could 


a naked Sword hanging directly over him by a ſin- 


W pleaſant, Prov. 5. 17, 18. But thoſe find no Diffi- 


2, They are really dangerous, they are apt to 
them, they blind the Mind, debauch the Under- 
the Sparks of Conviction, and of that holy Fire 


which comes from Heaven, and tends to Hea- 


and coveted, the more dangerous they are, of 
piercing us through with many Sorrows, and of 


upon which Multitudes have fatally ſplit them- : 


and happy Way on ſure Ground, which will. 
certainly bring us to our Foarxey's End, to deny 
our ſelves the falſe and pretended Satisfaction, of 


| leads to Deſtruction? Is it not much pleaſanter 
Travelling on arozgh Pavement, than on a ſmooth 
Quick- ſand? Where there is a known Peril there 
\ $ can be no true Pleaſure, and therefore the want | 
What Pleaſure cana wiſe or conſiderate Man 
take in thoſe Entertainments, in which he has con- 


reliſh the Dainties of it, when he was aware of 


ge Thread, The Fooliſh Woman, indeed, calls 
the Stolen Waters ſweet, and Bread eaten in Secret 


culty or Uneaſineſs in denying them, who know. 


that the Deadare there, and ber Gueſts are already 
hte e 14 
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corrupt Heart may find ſome Reluctancy in te- 
fuſing thoſe forbidden Pleaſures, we may ſay of 


tit as Abigal did, of David's denying bimſelf the 
Satisfaction of being reveng'd on Nabal; After— 
wards this ſhall be zo Grief unto vs, nor Offence of 
Heart, 2 Sam. 25. 31. | 


Fouribly, It is true, that Throngh many Tribu- 


tations we muſt enter into the Kingdom of God, 


Acts 14. 23. That we muſt not only deny our 
ſelves the Pleaſures of Senſe, but mult ſometimes 


expoſe our ſelves to its Pains; we mult take up our 


Croſs when it lies in our Way, and bear it after 


Chritt; We are told, that All that will live Godly 
in Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſuffer Perſecution, at leaſt 
they maſt expect it, and get ready for it; Bonds 


and Afflictions abide them, Lofles in their Eſtates, 


Balks in their Prefermeat, Reproaches and Con- 
tempis, Baniſhments, Deaths muſt be counted 
upon; And willnot this ſpoil the Pleaſure of Re- 
ligion? No, it will not; For, 


I. It is but light Amidion, at the worſt, that 


we are call'd out to ſuffer, and ut for a Moment, 
compar'd with the far more Exceeding and Eter- 
nal Weight of Glory that is reſerv'd for us, 2 Cor. 

4. 17. With which the Sufferimgs of this preſent 
{ime are not wirthy to be compar'd, Rom. 8. 18. 


All theſe Troubles do but touch the Body, th 


_ Outward Man, and the Intereſts of that, they do 


not at all affect the Soul; they break the Shell, 


or pluck off the Has, but do not bruiſe the 


Kernel. | 


Can the Brave and Couragious Soldier take 
Pleaſure inthe Toilsand Perils of the Camp, and 
in Jeoparding his Life in the High Places of the 
Field, in the eager Purſuit of Honour, and inthe 

Service of his Prince and Country; And hal 
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n the Depths of Hell, Therefore, however the 
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I 114 The PLEASURE of 
not thoſe who have the Intereſts of Chriſt's King- 
dom near their Hearts, and are carry'd on by a 


holy Ambition of the Honour that comes from 
God, take a Delight in ſuffering for Chriſt, 


when they know that thoſe Sufferings tend to 55 


Honour, and their own hereafter? They that are 
perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake, that are revil'd, 


and have all Manner of Evil ſaidagainſt them falſe= | 
ty, becauſe they belong to Chriſt, are bidden not | 
only to bear it patiently, but to rejoyce in it, and | 
to be exceeding glad, for great is their Reward in 


Heaven, Mat. 5.11, 12. every Reproach we en- 


dure for Chriſt will be a Pearl in our Crown 
2. As thoſe Aflictious abound for Chriſt, lo | 
our Conſolatious in Chriſt do much more abound, | 

2 Cor. 1. 4, 5. the more the Waters encreas'd, 


the higher was the Ark lifted up ; The more we 


ſuffer in God's Cauſe, the more we partake of l 
his Comforts, for he will not be wanting to thoſe 
whom he calls out to any Hardſhips more than 


ordinary for his Name's fake. The Lord was 


bo 
YA 
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* 
4 
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& 


with Foſeph in the Priſon, when he lay there b 
for a good Conſcience ; And thoſe went from 


the Council rejoycing, that were counted worthy 


to ſuffer Shame for Chriſt's Name; were Honour d 
to be 4diſhouour'd for him, Acts. 5. 44. 5 
Tbus the Extraordinary Supports and Joys 
which they experience, that patiently ſuffer for 
___ Righteouſneſs ſake, add much more 10 the Plea- 
ſantneſs of the Ways of Wiſdom, than the Suffer- 
ings themſelves do, or can, derogate from it; for 
the Sufferings are humane, the Conſolations 
are divine. They ſuffer in the Fleſh, but they re- 
joice in the Spirit. They ſuffer for a time, but 
they rejoice evermore, and this their Foy no Man 
 taketh from them, Tg ET 
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CHAP. VII. 
The Application of the Doctriue. 


— 


|: (*Oncerning this Doctrine of the Pleaſantneſ; 


Religious Hays, I hope we may now ſay as 
Eliphaz doth of his Principle, Lo this, we have 


| ſearched it, ſv it is, Job 5. 27. tis uticonteſtably 
_ true, and therefore, we may conclude as he doth, 
Hear it, and know thou it for thy God; Know 
thou it for thy ſelf, ſo the Margin reads it; Apply 


it to thy ſelt, Believe it concerning thy ſelf, not 


only that 2716 good, but that it is good for me to 
draw near to God, Plal, 73. 28. and then only 

we hear Things, and know them for our Good, 
when we hear them, and know them for our 

elbe, . 5 „ 
Three Inferences by way of Counſel and Ex- 
hortation, we ſhall draw from this Doctrine. 


Firſt, Let us all then be perſwaded, and prevail d 
with to enter into and to walk in theſe Paths of Wiſ- 


dom, that are ſo very pleaſant: I his is what I prin* 
cipally intend in Opening and Proving this Trutb; 
| moſt People would rather be courted than threaten d 
to their Duty. Much might be ſaid to frighten 


you out of the Ways of Sin and Folly, but I 


| would hope to gain the ſame Point another Way, i 0 
; . by Alluring you into the Ways of Wiſdom an = . 


Holineſs. This comes to invite you to a Feaſt, 


which the Lord of Hoſts hath, in the Goſpel, made 
to all Nations, Iſa, 25. 6. and to all in the Na- 


tions, and to you among thereſt, for none ate ex- 


cluded, that do not by their Unbelief exclude 
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5 themſelves, a Feaſt of fat Things full of Marrow, 
Mines on the Lees well refined; Delights for 
Souls infinitely tranſcending the Delicacies of 


Senſe; you are welcome to this Feaſt; come for 


all Things are now ready; Come eat of Wiſdom's 
Bread, and arink of the Wine that ſhe has mingled, 
JJ 8 | 
Ils aLifeof Religion ſuch a ſweet and comfor- 
table Life, why then ſhould not we be Religious? 


If ſuch as theſe be the Ways of Miſdom, why ſhould 
not we be Travellers in thoſe Ways? Let this re- 
commend to us a Life of fincere and ſerious God- 


lineſs, and engage us to conform to all its Rules, 
and give vp our ſelves to be rul'd by them. It is 
not enough to have a good Opinion of Religion, 
and to give it a good Word, that will but be a Wit: 
neſs againſt vs, if we do not ſet our ſelves in good 
Earneſt to the Practice of it, and make Conſcience. 


of living up to it. 


I would herewith a particular and preſſing Im- 
portunity, addreſs my ſelf to you that are yourg; Þþ| 
to perſ{wade you, now inthe Days of your Voutb, 
now in the preſent Day, to make Religion your 
Choice and your Buſineſs, and | aſſure you if you. |} 
0 fo, you will find it your Delight, Godby | 
his Grace convince you of the real Comforts 
that are to be had in real Godlineſs, that you may 
be drawnchearfullyto Chriſt with theſe Cords of a 


Man, and held faſt to him with theſe Bands of 


Love, My Son ( ſaith Solomon to his little Scho- 
lar, Prov, 24. 13, 14.) eat thou Honey becauſe it is 
4, and the Honey 

; Taſte ; He doth not fordid him the Delights of 
Senſe, he may uſe them ſoberly and moderately, 
and with due Caution; But remember that, So ſpall | 
the Knowledge of Wiſdom be to thy Soul, when thou. 
 baſt found it; Thou haſt better Pleaſures than 


Comb which 15 ſweet to thy 


ee 
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theſe to mind and purſue, ſpiritnal and rational 
Ones; and inſtead of being made indifferent to 
thoſe, we ſhould rather be led to them, and quic- 
ken'd in our Deſires after them by theſe Delights 


of Senſe, which God gives us to engage us to him- 


{elf, and his Service. N 1 
The Age of Youth is the Age of Pleaſure, you 


think you may now be allow'd to 7ate your Plea- 
ſure; O that you would zake it, and ſeek it there 


where alone it is to be had, and that is in a ſttict 


_Odſervanceof the Laws of Virtue and Godlineſs. 
Would you live a pleaſant Life, begin betimes to 
live a Religious Lite, and the ſooxer you begin, the 
more pleaſant it will be; tis beſt Travelling in a 
Morning. Would you rejzzce, O young People, 
in your Youth, and have your Hearts to chear you © 
in the Days of your Youth, Eccl. 11. 9. do not 
walkin the Way of yoar corrupt and carnal Hearts, 
but in the Way of God's Commandments, for he 
knows what's good for you, better than you do 
your ſelves; Do not walk i the Srght of your Eyes, 
_ for the Eyes are apt to fly #pox that which 15 not, 
Prov. 23. f. but live by Faith, that Faith which 


being the Sub/Fauce of Things hoped for, and the 
Evidence of Things not ſeen, will lead you to that 
which is; for Wildom makes thoſe that love her 10 
inherit Subſtance, and fills their Treaſures, Prov. 
8.21. and thence ariſeth their true Satisfaction. 


1hat which | would perſwade youto, is to walk 
in the Way of Wiſdom, to be Sober minded, to be 
thoughtful about your Souls and your everlaſting 
State, and get your Minds well Principled, and 
well affected, and well inclin'd; Wiſdom is the 
Principal Thing, therefore get Wiſdom, and with 


all thy Gettings, get Underſtanding, Prov. 4. 7. 
That which | would perfſwadeyou with is the Pleas 


8 ſantneſs of this Way; you cannot do better tor your 
„„ . _ . Telves 
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ſelves than by a Religious Courſe of Life. A Þ fol 
Son, if thine Heart be Wiſe, my Heart ſhall re- de: 
Joyce, even mine, Prov. 23. 15, 16, yea, my Reins | YO 
Pall Rejoyce if thy Lips out of the abundance of | _ 
_ thine Heart ſpeak right Things; Bat that is not all, WI 
not only ay Heart ſhall Rejoyce, but zhy own m 


. e, . i N 1 
Il wiſh you would ſee, and ſeriouſly confider | 9% 

|| the two Rivals that are making Court io you for | M 
|; your Souls, for your beſt AﬀeQions, Chriſt and | We 
| Satan, and act wiſely in diſpoſing of your ſelves, | wi 
| and make ſuch a Choice as you will afterwards | ſng 
| refle& upon with Comfort. You are now at | the 
the turning Time of Life, Turn right now, and | em 
Jou are made for ever. Miſdom ſaith, Prov. 9. | Tel 
435, 16, whoſo it Simple let him turn in to me, and | the 


ſhe will cure him of his Simplicity; Folly faith | | 
whoſo is Simple let him turn in to me, and ſhewill | H. 
take Advantage of his Simplicity; Now let hm | tak 
come whoſe Right your Hearts are, and give them | Of 
him, and you hall have them again more your | ar 


L * a on ARS 
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| Tbat you may determine well between theſe | loc 
two Competitors, for the Throne in your Souls, | anc 
Firſt, See the Folly of carnal, finful Pleaſures, aud bat 
abandon them ; you will never bein Love with the | 2 
Pleaſures of Religion, till you are perſwaded to Aon 
fall out with forbidden Pleaſures. The Enjoy- ma 
! ment of the Delights of Senſe ſuits veſt with that Iyt 
| Age, the Appetite towards them is then moſt vio- 46. 
lent; Mirth, Sport, Plays, Dainties are the Idols | ma 
of young People, they are therefore call'd youzh- | not 
u Laſts, Eccl. 12. I. the Days will come, the | at 2 
' evil Days, when they themſelves will ſay they we 
have 20 Pleaſure in them, like Barzillai, 2 Sam. acq 
109. 357. who when he is old can no more reliſh | illu 
wat he Eats, and what he Drinks; O that Re- an 

W | PATE. e ee . 


Moſes knew what the Pleaſures of the Court 
were, and yet choſe rather to ſuffer Afiction 
with the People of God, than to continue in the 


ſon, and Wiſdom and Grace might make you as 


dead to them now as Time and Days will make 


you after a while, a 
Will you believe one that :ry'd the utmoſt of 


what the Pleaſures of Senſe could do towards 


making a Man Happy; He ſaid of Laughter, it 


is mad, and of Mirth what doth it; and that 
Sorrow is better than Laughter, Eccl. 2. 2, 7, 3. 


ſnare of them, Heb, 11. 25. and you mult make 
the ſame Choice; for you will never cordially 


embrace the Pleaſures of Religion, till you have 
tenounc'd the Pleaſures of Sin, Covenant againſt 
them, therefore, and Watch againſt them. 
If you would /:ve, and go inthe way of Under- 
ſtanding, you muſt forſake the Fooliſh, Prov. 9. 6. 
take heed of the Way bothof the Evil Man, and 
of the Strange Woman ; Avoid it, paſs not by it, 
turn from it aud paſs away, Prov.2. 12, 16. Look 
_ _ upon ſinful Pleaſures as mean and much below you ; 
look upon them as vie and much againſt you, 
and do not only deſpiſe them, but dread them, and 
hate even the Garments ſpotted with the Fleſh, 


Secondly, Be convinc'd of the Pleaſure of Wiſ- 
dom Ways, and come and try them. You are, it 
may be, prejudic'd againſt Religion as a melancho- 
ly thing, but as Philip ſaid to Nathaniel, John 1. 


46. Come and ſee. Believe it poſſible that there 
may be a Pleaſure in Religion, which you have 
not yet thought of. When Religion is look'd upon 
at a Diſtance, we ſee not that Pleaſure in it, which 


we ſhall certainly find when we come to be better 


acquainted with it. Peter Martyr in a Sermon, 
illuſtrated this by this Compariſon (and it prov'd 
a a means of the Converſion of the Marqueſs of 


Vico;) 
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Vico; ) He that looks upon Perſons Dancing at a 

diſtance, would think they were Mad, but let 
him come nearer, and obſervehowtiey take every 
Step by Rule, and keep I ime with the Muſick, be 
will not only be pleas'd with it, but inclin'd to join | 
wh ee. | 4 


Come and rake Chriſt; Yoke upon you, and you 


will find it eaſy; try the Pleaſure there is in the | 
Knowledge of Godand Jeſus Chriſt, and in Con- 
verſe with Spiritual and Eternal Things; try the | 


Pleaſure of Serioxſneſs, and Self denial, and you'll 


ord of God, of Prayer and Praiſe, and Sab- 
bath-SanQification, and you will think you have 


made a happy Change of the Pleaſure of Yain 


and Carnal Mirth for theſe true Delights, 
Make this Tryal by theſe four Rules. 
1. That Mau Chief End is toglorify God and 


enjoy him. Our Pleaſures will be according to 


that which we pitch upon and purſue as our Chief 


End; If we can miſtake ſo far, as to think 'tis our 
Chief End to Enjoy the World and the Fleſh, and | 

our Chief Bx/ineſs to ſerve them, the Delights of | 
Senſe will reliſh beſt with us: But F the World | 
was made for Man, certainly Man was made for | 
more than the World; And if God made Man, cer- 
tainly he made him for himſelf; God then is our 
Chief Good, 'tis our Bufineſs to ſerve and pleaſe 
him, and our Happineſs to be accepted of him. 


And if ſo, and we believe ſo, nothing will be 


reaſon to think will be pleaſing to him. If we do, 


with 


find it far exceeds that of /aziry and Self-indul- . 
_ Try the Pleaſure of Meditation on the | 


a greater Pleaſure to as, thay that which we have | 


indeed, look upon God as our Chief Good, we 
| ſhall make him our Chief Joy, our Exceeding 
Foy, Pſal. 93. 4. if we conlider that we were 
made capable of the Pleaſure of Converſing 


with 
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We 
up \ 


28 0 


tual 

we ( 

if w 

and 
whic 

of P 

2. 


us, 2 


| ly of 
Eart. 


out 
the 


tellt. 
30 ea 


} with God in this World, and ſeeing him and en- 
Joying him in another; we cannot but think that 
We wretchedly diſparage our ſelves, when we take 
up With the mean and ſordid Pleaſures of Senſe 


| as out Felicity, eſpecially if we forego all Spiri- 
tual and Eternal Pleaſures for them; as certainly 


we do, and give up all our ExpeQations of them, 


if we place our Happineſs in theſe preſent Delights; 


and we are guilty of a greater Abſurdity than that 


which profane Eſau was guilty of, who for a Meſs 
of Pottage ſold his Birth. right, Heb. 12. 16 


| 2. That the Sol is the Man, and that's beſt fur 
ut, that is beſt for our Souls. Learn to think mean- 
ly of this Fleſh, by which we are ally'd to the 


Earth, and the inferior Creatures; it is formed 


| out of the Duſt, it is Duſt, and it is haſtning to 
the Duſt; and then the things that gratify it will 


not be much Eſteem'd as of any great Moment; 

Meat, for the Belly, and the Belly for Meats, but 
| God ſhall deſtroy both it and them, and therefore let 

| us not make Idols of them, „„ 


But the Soul is the zoble part of us, by which 
we are ally'd to Heaven, and the World of Spi- 


| rits; thoſe Comforts therefore which delight thbe 


Soul, are the Comforts we ſhould pr:ze moſt, and 


give the Preference to, for the Svul's ſake, Ra- 


| tional Pleaſures are the beſt for a Man. 


3. That the greateſt Foy is that which a Stranger 
doth not intermedale with, Prov. 14.10. The belt 
| Pleaſure is that which lies not under the Eye and 

Obſervation of the World, but which a Man has 


and h:des in his own Boſom; and by which he en- 


| joys himſelf, and keeps not only apeaceable, but a 
comfortable Poſſeſſion of his own Soul, tho' he 


doth not, by Laughter or other Expreflions of Joy, 
tell them the Satisfaction he has. Chriſt had Meat 


#0 eat which the World knew not of, John 4. 32. 
| 1 G 1 and 
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25 ſo have Chriſtians to whom he is the Bread of | 
bY # | A | RY | | = _ 
4. That all is well that ends everlaſtingly well, | 
That Pleaſure ought to have the Preference, which 
is of the longeſt Continuance. The Pleaſures of 
Senſe are Withering and Fading, and leave Sting | 
behind them to thoſe that plac'd their Happineſs in | 
them; But the Pleaſures of Religion will abide | 
with us; Is zheſe is continuance, Ia, 64. 5. they | 
will not turn with the Wind, nor change with the | 
Weather, but are Meat which endures to everlaſt- 
Reckon that the beſt Pleaſure which will re- | 
main with you, and ſtand you in ſtead when you | 
come to Dye; which will help to take off the Ter- 
tor of Death, and allay its Pains. The Remem- 
brance of ſinful Pleaſures will give us Killing Ter- 
rors, but the Remembrance of religious Pleaſures | 
will give us living Comforts in dying Moments. | 
They that live over Belſpazzar's Revels may ex- 
pect to receive the Summons of Death, with the | 
lame Confuſion that he did, when the Joyuts of His 
Loins were looſed, and his Knees ſmote one againſt | 
another, Dan. F. 6. but they that live over Heze- | 
#iab's Devotions may receive them with the ſame| 
Compoſure that he did, when withagreat deal off 
Satisfaction he look'd back upon a well - ſpent Life, | 
Now Lord remember hbew 1 have walked before 
theein Truth, aud with an upright Heart, Iſa. 36, 3. 
Secondly, Let ws that projeſs Religion, ſtudy t 
mate it more and more pleaſant to our ſelves, We 
ſee how much is done to make it ſo, let us not re- 
ceive the Grace of God herein in va Let them 
that walk in Wiſdom's Ways, raſte the Sweetneſs| * 
of them, and Reliſh it. Chriſt's Service is perfect 


Freedom, let us not make a Drudgery of it, nor 
2 Toil of ſuch a Pleaſure. We ſhould net on!) 


— 


t Life, 
before 


. 36. 3. 


et them 


be reconcil'd to our Duty, as we ought to be to 
our greateſt Afflictions, and to make the beſt of it, 
but we ſhould Rejoyce in our Duty, and Sing at our 


yeetneſs 


$ pe rfe & | 


it, not 
get on! 


def 
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I/ork. If God intended that his Service ſhould 
be a Pleaſure to his Servants, let them concur with 
him herein, and not walk coxtrary to him. 

Now in order to the making of our Religion 


Pleaſant tous, more and more ſo, I ſhall give ſe- 


ven Directions. „„ 5 

1. Let us always keep up good Thoughts of God, aud 
carefully watch againſt hard Thoughts of him, As 
it is the original Error of many that are Looſe and 
Careleſs in Religion, that they 7h;#k God altogether 


ſuch a one as themſelves, Pal. 50. 21. as much a 
Friend to Sin as themſelves, and as indifferent 
whether his Work be done or no; ſo it is the Er- 

ror of many that are ſevere in their Religion, that 

they think God lite themſelves, a hard Maiter; 

They have ſuch Thoughts of him, as Fob had in 

an Hour of Temptation, when he look'd upon 

God as ſeeking Occaſions againſt him, nambering his 


Steps, and watching over his Sins, and taking bim 


for his Enemy, Job, 13. 24. and 14. 16. As it 
he were extreme to mork Iniquities, and implacable 
to thoſe that had offended, and not accepting any 
Service that had in it the leaſt Defect or Imper- 


fection. WE a 


But the matter is not ſo, and we do both God 
and our ſelves a great deal of Wrong, if we ima- 
1 7 | 

, We 


not re- 


gine it to be ſo; what could have been done more 


than God has done, to convince us that he is gra- 
cious, and merciful, ſlow to anger, and ready to for- 

give Siu when it is Repented of. Iſaid I will confeſs 
my Iniquity unto thee, and thou forgaveſt, Pla. 32. 
5. and as ready to accept the Services that come 
from an upright Heart. He will not always chide, 


nor contend for ever. So far is he from taking 
5 G 2 Advantage 
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and the God of Love, and then it will be pleaſant 


Service of him pleaſant. 
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Advantages againſt us, that he makes the beſt fu: h 
where the Spirit is willing, he accepts that, and o- 8 

ver looks the Weakneſs of the Fleſh, Let us deal |' ff 
with him accordingly; Look upon God as Love, | = 


to us to hear from him, to ſpeak to him, tocon- | » 

' verſe with him, and to do him any Service, | at 

It is true, God is great, and glorious, and jealous,” | / 
aud to be worſhipped with Reverence and holy | 56S: 
Fear; but is he not or Father? a tender gracious | gr 
Father? Have we not an Advocate with the Fa- i 
ther? Was not God in Chriſt, reconciling the World | ha 

to himſelf, 2 Cor. 5. 19. and to all his Attributes | it. 
and Relations to us, by ſhewing himſelf willing io tet 
he reconcild to us, notwithſtanding our Provoca- | D. 
tions? See him, therefore, upon a Throne of Grace, | ant 
and come boldly to him, and that will make your | 11« 


2. Let us dwell much, by Faith, apon the Pro- | Di 


miſer of God, What pleaſant Lives ſhould we | the 


lead, if we were but more intimately acquainted 


with thoſe Declarations which God has made of | vic: 
his Good Will to Man, andthe Aſſurances he has | whi 


given of his Favour, and all the bleſſed Fruits of it out 


to thoſe who ſerve him faithfully, The Promiſes | Stre 
are many, and exceeding Great and Precious, | thro 

| ſuited to our Cale, and accommodated to every | ring 
Exigence; There are not only Promiſes 1 Grace, | like 
but Promiſes of Grace, Grace ſufficient; and | If v 
| theſe Promiſes all Tea and Amen in Chriſt. 
What do theſe Promiſes ſtand in our Bibles for,, ing 
but to be made uſe of? Come then, and let us | cel 

apply them to our ſelves, and inſert our own Names | and 
in them by Faith; what God ſaid to Abraham, I | whic 
am thy Shield, Gen. 15. 1, lam El ſhaddi, a God | our 
All. ſuffcient, Gen. 17: 1. what he ſaid to Foſoua, _ 


42 will never fail thee nor forſake thee, Joſh, 1. 8. 
= | he 
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he ſaith to we. What he ſaith to all that love 
him, that all things ſhall work for good to them, Rom, 


8. 28. and to all that fear bim, that vo good Thing 
ſhall be wanting to them, Pal. 34. 10. he ſaith to 
me, and why ſhould not I take the Comfort of it? 

Theſe Promiſes, and the like, are Hells of Sal- 


ation from which we may draw Water with Joy; 


and Breaſts of Conſolation, from which we may 
ſack, and be ſatisfy'd; They will be both our 


Strength, and our Song in the Wauſe of our Pil- 
_ grimage. 

iu all Things, and ſo ſure, 2 Sam, 23. F. that if 
having laid up our Portion in it, and ſo made 


So well order dis the Covenant of Grace 


it all gur Salvation, we would but fetch our Main- 
tenance from it, and ſo mzke it all our Defireand 
Delight, we ſhould have in it a continual Feaſt, 


and ſhoald go on our Way rejoycing. See Pſa. by 1 


% oy Ss 5 

3. Let us order the Affairs of our Religion with 
Diſcretion. Many make Religion ànpleaſant to 
themſelves, and diſcouraging to Others, by their 


imprudent Management of it; making that Ser- 


vice to be a Burthen by the Circumſtances of it, 
which in it ſeif would be a Pleaſure; doing things 
out of Time, or tasking themſelves above their 
Strength, and undertaking more than they can go 


through with, eſpecially at firſt, which is like paz- 
ting new Wine into old Bottles, Mat. 9. 17, or 


like ver- driving the Flocks one Day, Gen. 33. 13. 


| If we makethe Yoke of Chriſt heavier than he has 


made it, we may thank our ſelves that our Draw - 


ing in it becomes unpleaſant. S9/9929# cautions us, 
Fccl. 7. 16, againſt being righteous overmuch, 
and making our elves »ver-wiſe, as that by 
I} which we may aeſtroy our ſelves, and put 
our ſelves out of Conceit with our Religion; 


G2 There 
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There may be over-doing in well doing, and then 


it becomes z#pleaſant. 


But let us take our Religion as Chriſt hath ſet- 
ted it, and we ſhall find it eaſy. When the Ways 


of our Religion are Ways of WYi/dom then they 
are Ways of Pleaſantneſs; for the more Vi. 
dom the more Pleaſuntneſs; that Wijdum which 


dwell; with Prudence. Wiſdom Will dired@ us 1 


to be ever and regalar in our Religion; to take 


Care that the Duties of our general and particu- 


lar Calling, the Buſineſs of our Religion, and our 


neceſſary Buſineſs in the World, do not ixterſere 


or itrench upon one another, Twill dired us to 
time Duty aright; for every thing is beautiful and 


pleaſant in its Seaſon, Fecl. 3. 11. and Work is 


then eaſy, when we ſare in Frame for it. 


4. Let us live in Love, and keep up Chriſtian 


Charity, and the Spiritual Communion of Saints, 


If we Would be of good Comfort, we muſt be of one | 


Mind, 2 Cor. 13. 11. and, therefore, the Apoſtle 


preſſeth Brotherly Love upon us, with an Argu- 
ment taken from the Conſolations in Chriſt, Phil. 2. 


1. . e. the Comfort that is in Chriſtianity; As 


ever you hope to have the Comfort of your Reli- 

gion, ſubmit to that great Law of it, alk in Love, | 
For behold how good, and how pleaſant it is, how | 
good in it (ſelf, and pleaſant to us, for Brethren to | 
dwell together in Unity, The more pleaſing we | 


 areto our Brethren, the more pleaſant we ſhall be 
to our ſelves. 3% Ho 
Nothing makes our Lives more uncomfortable 


than Strife and Contention ; Mois me that I dwell 
among thoſe that hate Peace, Pſal. 120. 5. tis bad | 
being among thoſe that are diſpos'd to quarrel, 


and worſe having in our ſelves a Diſpoſition to 


 __ quarrel. The Reſentments of Contempt put up- * 
on us are uneaſy enough, and Contrivances to re- 
£9 On Rr be venge 
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venge it mach more ſo. And nothing makes our 
ligion more uncomfortable, than Strifes and 
Contentions, about that, We forfeit, and loſs 
thePleaſureof it, if we entangleour ſelves in per- 
verſe Diſputings about it. Ps. 
But by Holy Love we enjoy. our Friends, 


which will add to the Pleaſure of Enjoying God 

in this World. Love it ſelf ſweetens the Soul, "4 

and revives it, and as it is the Loadſtone of Love, . 

it fetcheth in the further Pleaſure and Satisfaction 

of being belov'd; and ſoit is a Heaven upon Earth, * 

tor what is the Happineſs and Pleaſure of Hea- a 

ven, but that there Love reigns in Perfection? | 

Then wehave moſt Peace in our Boſoms, when A 

5 = are molt peaceably diſpJs'd towards our Bre: 1 

e ines, . jo 
an . Let us be much in the Exerciſe of Holy Foy, 4 
its, | and employ our ſelves much in Praiſe. Joy is tlie 
me | Heart of Praiſe, as Praiſeis the Language of Joy; 
tie | Let us engage our ſelves to theſe, and quicken bi 
zu- Our lelves in theſe, God has madezheſe our Du= - 
. 2. ty, by theſe to make all the other Parts of our Du. 4 
As | ty pleaſant to us; and for that End we ſhould a. 
eli- | bound much in them, and attend upon God with 3 
ve. Foy and Praiſe. Let us not croud our ſpiritual « 
ow | Joys into a Corner of our Hearts, nor our Thank *'% 
; to | ful Praiſes into a Corner of our Prayers, but 1 
we | give both Scope and Vent to both, | 
lbe | Let us live a Life of Delight in God, and love |} 

I to think of him as we do of one whom we love 
able | and value. Let the Flowing in of every Stream 1 
well | of Comfort lead us to the Fountain; and in eve- 4; 
;bad | ry thing that is grateful to us, let us taſte that che 
rrel, | Lord is gracious, Let the Drying up of every 4 
nto | Stream of Comfort drive us tothe Fountain; and ih 
t up- letus rejoyce the more in God for our being de- 
ore- | priv'dof that, which weus'd to rejoyce in. = 
enge 8 4 8 Let 
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Twill be pleaſant to us to recount the Favours of 


more than half the Bitterneſs of our Afflictions, 


fortable as well as comely, Plal. 135. 3. 


in our Communion with God, when it is kept up 
when we ſee this Life in the Son; He that hath 


%% > os 


to be the Conſolation of Iſrael, and he will beſo to 


+ Let us be frequent and large in our Thankſgivings; | 1 5 


God, and thus to make ſome Returns for them; | 
tho' poor and mean, yet ſuch as God will graci- | 
ouſly accept. We ſhould have more Pleaſure in | 
our Religion, if we had but learn'd i everything | 
10 give Thanks, 1 Theſ. 5. 18. for that takes out | 


that we can ſee Cauſe even to be zhankfulforthem; | 
And it infuſeth more than a double Sweetneſs into | 
our Enjoyments, that they furniſh us with Mat- | 
ter for that Excellent Heavenly Work of Praiſe, | 

Sing Praiſes unto his Name, for ut is pleaſant; com. 


6, Let us ad in a conſtant Dependance upon e- 
| fas Chriſt, Religion would be much more plea- | 
ſant, if we did but cleave more cloſely to Chri# |} 
init, and do alli» his Name: The more precious 
_ Chriſt is to us, the more pleaſant will every Part of 
our Work be; and therefore, Believing in Chriſtis | 

often expreſs'd by our Rejcycing in him, Phil. 3. 
3. We may rejoyce in God, through Chriſt as 
the Mediator between us and God; may rejoyce | 


thro? Chriſt, may rejoyce in hope of Eternal Life, => 


There is that in Chriſt, and in his Undertaking 
and Performances for us, which is ſufficient to ſa- 
tisfy all our Doubts, to ſilence all our Fears, and 
to balance all our Sorrows. He was appointed 


us, when we have learnt not to look for that in our | 
ſelves, which is to be had in him only, and to make | 
uſe of his Mediation in every thing wherein we | 
have to do with God. When we rejoyce inthe 
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Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and in his Grace and 
Strength, rejoyce in his Satisfaction and Interceſ- 
ſion, rejoyce in his Dominion and Univerſal A- 
gency and Influence, and in the Progreſs of his 
Goſpel, and the Converſion of Souls to him, and 
pleaſe our ſelves with Proſpects of his Second Com- 
ing, we have then a Joy, not only which no Man 
taketh from us, but which will encreaſe more and 
more, and of the Increaſe f Chriſt's Government, 
and therefore of zhat Peace there ſhall be no End, 


Iſa. 9. 7. Our Songs of joy are then moſt Plea- 
fant, when the Burthen of them is, None but Chriſt, 
Bus [[[ 
JF. Let us converſe much with the Glory that is io be 
| FReveaPd, They that by Faith ſend their Hearts and 
beſt Affections before them to Heaven, while they 
| are here on this Earth, may in return fetch thence 
| ſomeof thoſe Joys and Pleaſures that are a? God's 
'  Kight- Hand, That which goes up in Vapoars of Ho- 


| 1y Deſire, tho? Inſenſible, in Groanings which can- 


not be utter'd, will come down again in Deus of 
Heavenly Conſolations, that will make the Soul 


af a watered Garden, 


Let us look much to the End of our Way, how 
glorious it will be, and that will help to make our 


Way Pleaſant, This abundantly ſaitsfies the Saints, 


and is the Fazneſs of God's Houte o Earth, Pſal, 
36. 8, 9. This makes them now t'+ Drink of the © 
_  Kiver. of God's Pleaſures, that with him is the * 
Fountain of Life, hence all {hc Streams come, 
and in his Light they hope to ee Sigh, everlaſting 
Light. By frequent Vielititions on that Reſt. 


which remains for ite People of God, Hed. 4. 3. 


FF we now exzer 1110 that Reſt. and partake of the OE ; 
FE IE = 8 6ẽ % 
| Our Hopes of that Happineſs through Grace 

would be very much ſtrengthened, and our Evi- 


2 

3. WP 

= 

; 
By * 


| | 830 The PLEASURE ff 


Which theſe afford. 
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dences fer it clear'd up inſenſibly, if we did but 

converſe more with it, and the Diſcoveries made 

of it in the Scripture. We may have Frretaſtes of | 
Heavenly Delights, while we are here on Earth, | 


Cluſters from Canaan, while we are yet in this 


Wilderneſs, and no Pleaſure comparable to that | 
That's the ſweeteſt Joy | 
within us, which is borrowed from te Joy ſet be- 
fore us, Andwe deprive our ſelves very much of | 
the Comfort of our Religion, in not having our | 
Eye more to that Joy. Werejoyce moſt Trium- | 
phantly, and with the greateſt Degrees of Holy G- 
. Non when we rejoyce in Hope of the Glory of God, | 
Kom. 6, 2. In this our Heart is glad, and dur Glo- 
j = One 
Thirdly, Let us make it appear, that we have, in- 
_ deed, found Wiſdom's Ways to be Pleaſantneſs, and | 
her Paths Peace, If we have experienced this | * 


Truth, let us evidence our Experiences, and not 


only in Word, but in Deed, bear our Teſtimony | 
to the Truthof it, Let us live as thoſe that believe 
the Sweetneſs of Religion, not becauſe we are 20e 

it but becauſe we have taſted it, 1 Jobn 1. 1. 


If ſo be then (to borrow the Apoſtle's Words, 
1 Pet. 2. 3.) We have taſted that the Lord is grace |} 
ous, if we have, indeed, found it a pleaſant Thing 
I. Let or Hearts be much enlarg'd in all Reli- | 
gious Exerciſes, and all Inſtances of Goſpel Obedi- | 
ence. The more Pleaſant the Service of God is, 
the more we ſhould abound init. When God eu- 
largeth our Hearts with his Conſolations, he ex- 
pects that we ſhould run the Way of his Command. | 
ments, that we ſhould exert our ſelves in our Du- | 
ty with more Vigour, and preſs forward the more | 
. earneſtly towards Perfection. N %% 


— 


This 
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*t | This ſhould make us forward to every good 
e | Work, and ready to cloſe with all Opportunities 
f | of ferving God, and doing Good; That which we 
» take a Pleaſrreiy, we need not to be twice call d to. 
„ I indeed the Hearts of thoſe rejoyce that ſeek the 
at | Lord, as in F/jal, tog. 3. then when God ſaith, ſeek 
y | ye may Face, how ſteadily ſhould our Hearts an- 
e- ler at the firſt: Word, Thy Face, Lord, will we 
f | Seek, Pal. 27. S. and how glad will they be, oben 
ir | , ſaid unto us, Let us go to the Houſe of the Lord, 
a- Pal. 122. 1, This ſhould make us forward to As 
2. of Charity that there is a Pleaſure in doing Good; 
4, | and we ſhall reflect with Comfort upon it, that we 
9. have done ſomething that will turn to the Ho- 
nour of God, and our own Account. 
» | This ſhould make ns Lively in our Dut,; the 
a | Heart fix'd in Hearing the Word, and in Prayer 
iis | and Praiſe. Thoſe that take Delight in Muſick, 
ot | how doth it engage them; How do all the Marks 
ny | of a cloſe Application of Mind appear in their 
ve | Countenance and Carriage, and ſhall not we by our 
ld | Attending on the Lird without Diſtraction, make it 
I toappear, that we attend upon him wth Delight, 
's, | and are in our Element when we are in his Ser- 
ci. vice. Let this be u) Reſt for ever; Here let me 
g duell all the Days of my Life, Pſal. 27. 4. 
I This ſhould keep us Conſtant and Unuearied 
li. | inthe Work and Service of God. What is really | 
i. | our Delight, we ate not ſoon weary of, If we de- 
is, light in approaching to God, we will ſeek him | 
„. Daily, and make it our daily Work to honour him. 
x | If Meditation and Prayer be ſweez, let them de 
4. | our Daily Exerciſe; and let this bind our Souls 
un. | with a Bond to God, and the Sacrifice as with *. 
2 Cords to the Horns of the Altar, With this we } 
I fhould enſwerall Temptations to Apoſtacy; ſhall _ | 
Il quit ſo good a Maſter, ſo good a Service? Iatreat 
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I hoc' vain and carnal Mirth is both a great Sin, 
and a great Snare, yet there is a holy Chearfulneſs 
and Pleaſantneſs of Converſation, which will |} 
not only conſiſt very well with ſerious Godlineſs, | 
Ws but greatly promoresitin ourſelves, and greatly 24 
 dorns, it, and recommends it to others, A merry | 
Heart, Solomon ſaith, doth good hike à Medicine, 
Prov. 17. 22. and maketh fat the Bones; while 
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me not to leave Chriſt, or to turn from following | 
after him; for it is good to be here. Here let us | 


make Tabernacles, Mat. 17. 4. Whither elſe ſhall 


Life? 


th but to him that has he Words of Eternal | 


2. Let gur whole Converſation be chearful, and 
Melancholy be baniſh'd. Are the Ways of Reli- | 
gion Pleaſant? Let us be Pleaſaut in them, both 
to ourſelves, and to thoſe about us. 
W ho are yet in a State of Sin and Wrath, they have | 
reaſon to be Melancholy, let the Sinners in Lion | 
be afraid, be afflicted, Joy is forbidden Fruit to | 
them, wharz have they to do with Peace? Kejoyce | 
not, O Iſrael, for Foy as other People, for thou haſk | 
gone a Whoring from thy God, Hoſ. 9. 1, 


But thoſe, who through Grace, are call'd out of | 
Darkneſs into a marvellous Light, have Cauſe to | 
be Chearful, and ſhould have Hearts to be ſo. | 
Ariſe, Shine, for thy Light is come, Iſa. 60. 1. Is 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs riſen upon us? Let us | 
| ariſe and /ook forth as the Morning with the Morn- 
ing. That Comfort which Chriſt directs to our | 
Souls, let us reflect back upon others. And as 
dur Ligbi is come ſo is our Liberty; Art thou /oofed 
From the Bands of thy Neck? O Captive Daughter | 
Zion, awake, awake, put on thy Strength, put | 
on 3 beautiful Garments, aud ſhake thy ſelf from 
uſt, ariſe and ſit denn, O Jeruſalem. Iſa. 52. 


As for thoſe | 


1 this Joy of the Lord will be thy Strength, „ 
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| a broken Spirit doth hurt like a Poiſon, and drieth 
| zhe Bones, Chriſtians ſhould endeavour to keep up 


a chearful Temper, and not indulge themſelves in 
that which is Saduing and Diſquieting to the Spi- 


\ it; and they ſhould ſhew it in all holy Converſa- 


tion, that thoſe they converſe with, may ſee they 


: did not renounce Pleaſure, when they embrac'd 
J%%00C 3 
l am ſure, none have ſo much Reaſon to rejoyce 


as good People have, nor ſo much dene for thein 
to encourage their Joy, and therefore to allude to 
that of Fonadab to Amnon, why art thou, being 


| zhe King's Son, lean from Day to Day? 2 Sam, 13, 
| 4. Are we in Proſperity ? zherefore let us be chear- 
Ful, in gratitude to the God of our Mercies, Wo 
expects that we ſhould ſerve him with Foyfulneſs, 
and Gladneſs of Heart, in the Abundance of all 
| Things, Deut. 28. 47. and juſtly takes it ill if we 


Triſtis es, & falix? ſciat hoc Fortuna cavets, 


| Ingratum dicet te (Lupe) ſi ſcierit. Mart. 


Are we in Affliction? yet let us be chearful, 


that we may make it appear our Happineſs is not 
laid up in the Creature, nor our Treaſures on Earth. 
I 1f it is the Privilege of Chriſtians to rejoyce in 

| Tribulation, let them not throw away their Pri— 


vilege, but glory in it, and make uſe of it. Let 


| the Joy of the Lord that hath ifs it ſelf into 


our Hearts diffaſe it ſelf into all our Converlſe. . 


I | 7 (+9 thy way, eat thy Bread with Joy, Eccl. 9. 7. 
and arink thy Wine, nay, if thou ſhould'ſt be re- 
|| duc'd to that, Drink fair Water, with a merry 
Heart, if thou haſt good ground to hope that in 
| Chriſt Jeſus, God now accepteth thy IWVorks; And 


3. Let 


** 
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3. Let us look with Contempt upon the Pleaſures | So 
E Senſe, and with Abhorrence upon the Pleaſuresof | Be 
Sin. The more wehaverzaſied vi the Delights of | Se 
Heaven. the more our 'viouths ſhould be pus ons | itt 
ef Taſte to the Delights oi this Earth. Let not | hay 

thoſe who have been f-atted with the Milk and | cha 
Honey of Canaay, hanker after the Garlick and | bel 
J le a» 3 
Let us keep at a Diſtance from all forbidden W 
Pleaſures; There's a Hook under thoſe Baits, a Ca 
Snake under the green Grats; a Rock underthoſe | we 
Imooth Waters, on which Multitudes have fplit. | the 
We mult to dread the Drunkard's Pleaſure, as | tre 
not to look pin the Hine when it is red, Prov. 23. La 
31. ſodread the Vleaſures of the Adulterer, as not mi. 
to look upon MH oman to Luſt after her, Mat. 5. 28. Vi 
for theſe Pleaſures of Sin not only are but fra | wi 
_ Seaſon, but at the laſt they bite like a Serpent, aud | Aol 
fling like an Adder. Either Spiritual Pleaſures will | Ce 
deaden the Force of the Pleaſures of Sin, or the | NM 
| Pleaſures of Sin will ſpoil the Reliſh of Spiritual | LI 
% VVV | the 
Let uskeep up a holy Indifferency, even to the | . 
lawful Delights of Senſe, and take heed of loving | 8p 
them more than God. The Eye that has look'dat | Rice 
the Sun is dazzled to every thing elſe; Have we | DD 
| beheld the Beauty of the Lord? Let us fee and | 
own, howlittle Beauty there is in other things. If th 
wee de tempted to do any thing unbecoming us, by | J 
the Allurements of Pleaſure, we may well ſay, | thb 
Offer theſe things to thoſe that know no better; 3 
but we do, and will never leave Fountains of living u 
Water, for Ciſterus of puddle Mater. n 
4. Let not our Hearts envy Sinners: Envy ariſ | WV 
eth from an Opinion that the State of ozhers is bet= | th 
ter than our own, which we grudge and are diſ- | * 
| pleaſeth at; and wiſh our ſelves in their Goninon: | 6 
_ e e Sn 
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_ Sood People are often caution'd againſt this Sin; 
Be not then envious againſt evil Men, nor deſire to 
be with them, Prov. 24. 1, Pſal. 37. 1. for 
if there be all this Pleaſure in Religion, and we 
have expecienc'd it, ſurely we would not ex- 
change Condition with any Sinner, even in his 
beſt Eſtate, VVößö noe 5 
Envy not Sinners their o ¾·'·rd Proſperity, their 
Wealth and Abundance, wiick puts them into a 
Capacity of having all the Delights of Senſe, 
Vound up to the Heights of Pleaſurableneſs; Tho? 
they lye por Beds of Ivory, mos 6. 4, 5, 6. and 
| ſtretch themſelves upon their Couches, and eat the 
Lambs out of the Flucks, and the Calves out of the 
midſi of the Stall, tho" they chant to the Sound of the 
Viol, drink Wine in Bowls, and anoint themſelves 
with the chief Ointments ; yet thoſe have no Rea- 
ſon to envy them, whoſe Souls dwell az Eaſe in 
God, who are fed with the Bread of Life, the true 
Manna, Angels Food, and drink of the Harter of 
Life freely, that make Melody with their Hearts to 
the Lord, and are made to hear from bim Foy ans 
 Gladneſs; and have receiv'd the An9:nting of the 
Spirit, If we have reliſh'd the Delights of Reli- 
gion, we will ſay as David, Let as not eat of their 


Dainties, Pſal. 141. 4. „ 
Envy not Sinners the Liberty they take to ſin; 


that they can allow themſelves in the full En- 
|| joyment of theſe Pleaſures, which we cannot 
think of without Horror; but have not we then 
the Enjoyment of thoſe Pleaſures which are infi- 
nitely better, and which they are Strangers to? 
We cannot have both, and of the two, are not ours, 


without Diſpute, preferable to rherrs, and why 


| then ſhould we envy them? Their Pleaſures are 
_  enſlaving, ours enlarging; T heirs debaſing to tge 
Soul, ours ennobling; Theirs ſurfeiting, ours ſa- | | 


tigſying; 
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risfying ; T heirs offen five to God, ours pleafing to 
him; Theirs will end in Pain and Bitterneſs, ours 
what Rea- 


| will be perfected in endleſs Joys; And 
| ſon then have we to envy them?: 


J. Let not our Spirits ſink, or be dejected, under 
the Afflictions of this preſent Time, We diſparage 
our Comforts in God, if we lay too much to Heart 
our Croſſes in the World; And therefore, hereby 
let us Evidence, that being ſatisfy'd of God's loving 
| Kindneſs, we are ſatisfy'd with it. Let us look 
upon that as ſufficient to balance all the Unkindneſſes 
of Men, They that value themſelves upon God's | 
Smiles, ought not to vex themſelves at the World's 
j The Light of God's Countenance can 
ſimine through the thickeſt Clouds of the Troubles 
+ of this preſent Time; and therefore, we ſhould 
© walk in the Lightof the Lord, even then when as 
to our outward Condition we fit in Darkneſs, 
We manifeſt that we have found true Delight 
and Satisfaction in the Service of God, and Com- 
munion with him, when the Pleaſure of that will | 
make the bittereſt Cup of Affliction, that our Fa- 
| ther puts into our Hand, not only paſſable but plea- 
| Ffazt; ſo that like bleſſed Paul when we are as ſor. | 
| rowful, yet we may be always rejoycing, and may | 
| eg, becauſe _ 
tho' for the preſent they are not joyous but griev-_ 
ous, yet when aftewards they yield the peaceable 
Fruit of Righteouſneſs they become not grievous, | 
but truly 7oyoas. Bleſſed is the Man hom thou cha- 


Frowns, 


take Pleaſure in Infirmities and Reproac 


| encſt, : oy 
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6. Let the F leaſur e we have found in Religion, 1 


N 7 diſpoſe us to be liberal and charitable to the poor and 5 8 
l iiftreſſed. The pleafing Senſe we have of God's 


Bounty to us, by which he has done ſo much to 


make us eaſy, ſhould engage us bountifully to di» 
F /tribute tothe Neceſſities of Saizts, according to our 
. e Ability, 
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Ability, not only to keep them from periſhing, but 
to make them eaſy; and that they may rejoyce as 


well as we. Chearfulneſs that enlargeth the 
Heart, ſhould open the Hand too. Paul obſerves 


it concerning the Churches of Macedonia, who _ 
were ready to give for the Relief of the poor Saints 
at FJeruſalem, that it was the Abandance of their 
Foy, their ſpiritual Joy, their Joy in God, that a- 
5 "ak unto the Riches their Liberality, 2 Cor, 
123 „5 ) 
When the People of Iſrael are commanded to 
rejoce in every good thing, which God had given 
them, Deut. 26.11, 12. they are commanded al- 
ſo to give freely to the Levite, the Stranger, the Fa- 


therleſs, and the Widow, that they may eat, and be 


filled, And when upon a particular Occafion they. 
are directed to eat the Fat, and drin, the Sweez, 
Neth, 8. 10. at the ſame time they are directed to 
ſend Portions to them, for whom nothing is pre par d; 
And then the Joy of the Lord will be their. 
Strength. By our being charitable we ſhould ſhaw. 


| that weare chearſul; that we cheartully taſte God's 
Goodneſs in what we have, and raſt his Goods 


| neſs for what we may hereafter want. 
J. Let us do what ve can, io bring others to pars 

Tale of the ſame Pleaſures in Keligion that we have. 

Taſted, eſpecially thoſe that are under our Charge, 


It adds very much to the Pleaſure of an Enjoy- 
ment, to communicate of it to others, eſpecially. 
when the Nature of it is ſuch, that we have never 


| the leſs, but the more rather, for others ſharing in 


it. What good Tidings we hear that are of com- 


mon Concern, we deſire that others may hear 
them, and be glad too. He that has but found a 


| loſt Sheep, calls his Friends aud Neighbours torejoyce, 


with him, Luke 15. 6. much more he that has found 
Chrift, and found Comfort in him ; who can ſay, 
Notonly come and rejeyce with me, but come and 
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partake with me; for yet there is Room enough for | 
all, tho* never fo numerous, enough for each, tho? : 
i never ſo neceſſitons and craving. 
When Sampſon had found Honey in the Carcaſs 
olf the Lion, Judg. 14 8. he brought ſome of it zo 
bis Parents, that they might partake with him; 
Thus when we have found a Day in God's Courts 
Better than a tbouſaud, we ſnould invite others into 
thoſe Courts, by telling them wha? God has done 
Jor our Souls, Pſal, 66. 16. and how willing he is 
to do the ſame for theirs, it they in like manner 
apply themſelves to him. When Azarew with a 
ſurprizing Pleaſure had found the Meſſiah, John 1. 
41, 45. he cannot reſt'till he has brought his Bro- 
ther Peter to him; nor Philip till he hath brought 
his Friend Nathaniel. They that are feaſted with 
the Comforts of God's Houſe, ſhould not covet 
0 to eat their Morſel alone; but be willing to commu- 


mans wort 
8 
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nmicate of their ſpiritual Yhingss © 
8. Let us be willing to dye, and leave this World, 
We have Reaſon to be aſham'd of our ſelves, that 
we who have not only laid up our Treaſure above, 
but fetch our Pleaſures thence, yet are as much in 
Love with our preſent State, and as loth to think 
_ of quitting it, as if our Treaſure and Pleaſure, and 
All were wrapt up in the Things of Senſe and 
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Time. The Delights of Senſe entangle us, and 7 
hold us here; Theſe are the Things that makens lah v 
to dye, as one once ſaid, viewing his fine Houſe | p. 
and Gardens. And are theſe Things ſufficient to bl 

court gur ſtay here, when God calls to Ariſe, aud 8. 

Doepart, for this is not our Reſt, Mic. 2. 10. wW 
 _ Letusnot be afraid to remove from a World f H 

Senſe to a World ef Spirits, fince we have found the an 

Pleaſures of Senſe not worthy to be compar'd with =D 

Spiritual Pleaſures, When in Old Age, which in 

is one of the Fallies of the Shadow of Death, we in 


can no longer reliſh the Delights of the Body, 


4. 
5 


but they become ſapleſs and 2aſteleſs, as they were 
to Barzillai, yet we need not call thoſe Evil Days, 
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and Years, in which we have no Pleaſure, if We 


have walk'd, and perſever'd in Wiſdom's Ways ;. i 


for if ſo, we may then in Old Age, look back with. 


Pleaſure upon a Life well ſpent on Earth, as He- 
| 2ekiah did, and look forward with more Pleaſure, 


upon a Life to be better ſpent in Heaven. 


And when we have received a Sentence of Death © 
within our ſelves, and ſee the Day approaching, the 
_ Pleaſure wehave in loving God, and believing in 
_ Chriſt, and in the Expreſſions of Holy Joy and 
Thankfulneſs, ſhould make even a ſick Bed and 
a Death Bed eaſy; the Saints ſhall be 79yfaul in Glo 
y, and ſhall ſup aloud upon their Beds, Pſal. 149: 
F. thoſe Beds to which they are confin d, and from 
which they are removing to their Graves, their 
Beds in the Darkzeſs, Our Religion, if we be 
faithful toit, will farniſh us with Living Comforts, 
in dying Moments, ſufficient to balance the Pains 
_ of Death, and take off the Terror of it; and to 


enable us to triumph over it, O Death whereis thy 


Sting? Let us then evidence our Experiences of the 
Pleaſures of Religion, by living above the inordi- 
nate Love of Life and Fear of Death. 


Laſtly, Let us long for the Perfection of theſe Spi 9 


ritual Pleaſures in the Kingdom of Glory, When 
we come thither, and not 'till then, they will be 
perfected; while we are here, as we &ow and love 
but in part, ſo we rejoyce but in part, even our 
Spiritual Joys here have their Damps and Allays; 
We mix Tears and Tremblings with them: But in 
Heaven, there is a Fulneſs of Foy without Mixture, 
and Pleaſures for evermore Without Period or 
Diminution. 
into the Joy of their Lora, and it ſhall be Everlaſt- 
ing Joy, Has 35. 10. 5 oy 


Chriſt's Servants will there enter 
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dem compar'd with thoſe at the End ef the Way? 
| Lord? Ifa Day in God's Courts, and a few Mi- 


fortable, that will the Inheritance it ſelf be? 
Now wherever there is Grace, it will be aim 
ing at, and preſſing towards its own Perfection; 


People of Gd! Here we have the Pleaſure of look- 
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Laſt Paſſover, which he earneſtly deſir'd to eat 
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New in the Kingdom of his Father, Mat. 26. 29. 
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aud to be with Chriſt is far better. Now are we the 


= think of that; But ir doth not yet appear what we 


——— P 
4 * 4 5 0 2 2 


— 
\ 


ER" 


4 1 - + F : 7 o « 1 : 

Wr £1 ge. \ | 

Ry WO a 97 4 « "Ye . 

. N 0 * 0 | i 

8 * 4 3 ; : S. I 
«Nt 8 28 2? n 0 
an en n 1 ab Shs F — 
4 a... . is —4 «AD . * 4 


« bs CPS” A 
PT . nr 


i be PLEASURE, Ge. 

Ip And what are the Pleaſures in the Yay of Wiſ- 
If a Complacency inthe Divine Beauty and Love | 

be ſo pleaſant while we are in the Bedy, and are 
abſent from the Lord, what will it be when we have 


put off the Body, and go to be preſent with the | 


nutes ſpent there in his Praiſes be ſo pleaſant, what 
will an Eternity within the Vail be, among them | 
that dwell in his Houſe above, and are ſtill praiing | 

hin? If the Earneſt of our Inheritance be ſo com- 


is a Well of Water ſpringing up to Eternal Life, 
John 4. 14. This therefore we ſhould be logging fer. 
Our Love to God in this World is Love 2 MHG. 
tion, in Heaven *twill be Love az Reſt: Owhen | 
ſhall that Sabbatiſin. come, which remains for the 


ing towards God, O when ſhall we come, and ap- 
. pear before him! Our Lord Jeſus, when at his 


4 with his Diſciples, he had drunk of the Fruit of 
' the Vine, he ſpeaks as one that long'd to drizk it 


Tis very pleaſant to ſerve Chriſt here, but to depart 
Sons of God, 1 John 3. 2. and*'tis very pleaſant to 


Fall be; Something there is in reſerve, which we 

are kept in ExpeQation of; We are not yet at 
Home, but ſhould long to be there, and keek up | 
- Holy Deſires of that Glory to be reveal'd, that we | 
may be quickened as long as we are here to preſs 
_ #oward:i the Marl. for the Prize of the High Calling. | 
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